
MISS MARTHA PEGUES.
Miss Martha King Pegues died

Apr i l 15th a t the home o f h e r sis-
t e r , M i s . J . H. Y o u n g ,
prolonged i l l n e s s . a n d a g e n e r a l

lown i n health.S h e leaves
t w o brothers; J .M . a n d K .
Pegues , a n d th ree s i s t e r s , Miss
[E. S . Pegues , Mrs.
a n d M r s . A n n H .Browder,

Indian. Territory. Miss
P e g u e s w a s i n h e r 7 5 t h year and
h a d been a coitsistant member
the M. E . Church since childhopdfThe remanis were intered i n t he
Burgess, fraveyard Tuesday,
A p r y l o t h , Rev. J . F , Allison. o f f -
ciating a t t h e funeral services

N o t e The notice of t h e above
d e a t h w a s l a n d e d t o u s a t the t i m e
o f t h e d e a t h o f t h i s g o o d woman ,
b u t i s o m e w a y . D e v o n d O T E

knowledge; i t w a s , n o t publishett,
and w e . trust i t i s not. ' too l a t e t o
extenerour sympathy t o t h e bereav.
e d . Whitor I l i o n News.

MISS ELIZABETH S .PEGUES

a n d p a s s e d a w a v t O i o i n

tear 37

s p e a k of h e r

Death o f J . H. Young
O n e o f t h e C o u n t v ' s

slipped a w a y Tuesday
m o r n i n g , J a n u a r y 1 8 t h , a t 3 o ' c l o c k .

Mrs. J. H. Young Dies One
Week After Husband

Mrs. J . H. Young died at her home
n e a r h e r e l a s t Monday mc
2:20 o'clock, Jan. 24th, and t h e fun-
e r a l s e r v i c e s w e r e c o n d u c t e d Tu e s .
d a y b y her pastor, Rey. H . R. Steen,
a s s i s t e d b y Holdridge
B r i d g t

9 n d
e s . v e r m e n t a s a t t h e o u r

H e r r e m a i n s
tenderly l a id t o rest by the side o fh e r h u s b a n d w h o p r e c e d e d h e r t o

o n e w e e k .

Aunt Lucy was inL h e r 83rd vear,
e n a member o f t h e Meth.o d i s t c h u r c h m a n y v e a r s .

o f t h i s C h r i s t i a n w o m a n
T r e n d e

w a s o n e o f t h e
e . k i n d a n d t r u e .

b e h i n d a n d h o p e t o h e r r a c e t o
w h e n w e . t oo , h a v e " c r o s s e d t h e

REV. D. K . PEGUES.
VETERAN MINIST:

PASSES AW.
Rev. David King Pegues, aged 89

y e a r s .

H o l l y w o o d c O m M U n I E V

morning, October 4 t h . 1 9 3 5 . a b o u t

o n e o ' c l o c k a f t e r a n i l l n e s s o f

d u r a t i o n a n d w a s l a i d t o r e s t i n t h e
S a t u r d a vc e m e t e r y

w i t h R e v . C . D . D o b b s a n d R e v . J o h n

S t u r d i v a n t c o n d u c t i n g t e s e r v i c e
a n d M r . B r a n d i n c h a r g e o f b u r i a

M C A n E L y .

Brother Pegues is survived by five
d a u e n t e r s a n d t h r e e s o n s . n e

t e r s a r e M r s . W . D . K e e t o n o r I d e r

Ala., Mrs. Annie H. Brown of Scotts-
b o r o . M r s . J a m e s S e b r i n g O 1 b r i d g e

port , , H a r g i s s o f P i s g a h

M i s s M a u d P e g u e s , a t h o m e , a n d t h e

s o n s a r e R e v . D a v i d K P e g u e s

S t . J o s e p h , M o . , D r . P e g u e s

o f Greenville, Miss. and Prof.
Pegues of Hokes Bluff Ala.

T h e d e c e a s e d h a d s p e n t h i s e n t i r e

l i f e i n C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e . f o r m a n y

years until his health became feeble
h e w a s a

Methodist Church, South a n d was
l o v e d b y a l l w h o k n e w h i m . H e w a s
a n a t i v e o f о п е г о к с е County

[moved to Sand iontain in this county
d u r i n g the civil war and removed to

a g o a n d h a s m a d e n o m e T h e r e

since.
A fitting tribute is hard is put in

w o r d s f O r g o o d 1 0 0 0 0 1 8

l i f e is best covered w i t h t h e simplic-
o f w o r d s l i k e t h e s i m p l e t h i n g s

o f l i f e h e l i k e d , " h e w a s a c h r i s t i a r

gentleman and lived all his days by
t h e G o l d e n R u l e . W h e n d e a t h
h e k n e w t h e r e w a s a r e w a r d w a i t i n g

f o r h i m , f o r he had
a n d l a i d a g a i n s t t h i s day.

T h e l i f e o f B r o t h e r D a v i d K i g

P e g u e s w a s w o r t h m u c h t o t h i s c o u n

a n d h i s c o m m u n i t y . d e a l w a y s

s t o o d s t a n u c h l y f o r t h e t h i n g s h e b e .

lieved right and he made and builded
a h o n e a n d r e a r e d a f a m i l y t h a t w a s

credit to his goodness and effort.
Tru ly. t h e w o r d s . "Well d o n e

spoken to his tired spirit as i t 1
t h i s m o r t a l



addrerscd tst

Copy  o f  a  l e t t e r  add ressed  t o :

t l rs.  ELiza T.  Pegues
ldear Prospect Hi l l

S .  Caro l ina

Wadesboro  December  B ,  1B2B

My Dear Aunt

f have been thinklng for some tirne f would write
to you but f have nothing ln the world to write We have no
spining and ' lreaving going on here and as I thought you would
not eare about hear ing of  any th ing else T did not rnrr i te.  I
have just returneC from the fertl le land of l"fontgomery. I r.^rent
over to see our habi tat ion for  the next year.  We have a very
snug nice house to l ive in but I  th ink i t  the most dreary look-
ing place in the r+orld. The Doctor and Ffary r+ent on to Chatham
from there they r t i11 be baek a-bout Chr lstmast then I  sha1l
leave Anson and Chesterf ie ld perhaps forever.  f  ' ,qant to see
you all very rnuch but I cannot te11 you urhen f sha11 be able
to do. f  am very busy f ix ing Mary of f  for  housekeeping I  am

got any to my l l t t le favor i te (Mag) but I  send" her
in_ of  a f rock a sash tel l  her cousin Sarah to keep
her f rom forgett lng her. I  r rant  you please sew up my
I i t t le basket r^r i th the th ings that are in t t  and send i t  up bo
cousin Lesn to br ing up to ne You must sew i t  up wi th many
s t i tehes  ln  the  p lece  o f  c lo th  tha t  I  w111 send the  ca l ieo  j .n .
You must also r . r r l te me a let ter .  I  am in a good hurry so I
must end urlth love to a.11 my frlends. Tel1 your Mother f am
eorning after her r,.rhen r.,re get settl-ed. f rrrant to see her very
mueh. I  shal1 never foreet her be sure and wri te to rne

Yours rdl th s lncer i ty
and af feet ion

S A Pegues

Nancy has been very s ick she looks very badly I  am afraid.  she
r+i l l  never get r \ rsf f .  She sends houdy to you al l .  She has lef t
a bel t  some r ,nrhere i f  i t  is  at  your house please send i t .  Sew
the ba,sket up strong

Yours ( t ru lv?)
S 'A  P

Note:  The blank spaces shorr  ruhere lnrords are missing at  the
outer edge of  th is let ter  rnrhere i t  is  torn.  The a and
the g i-n the nane frleon or Leanrt are not elear.
The or lg i -na l  o f  th is  - l -e t te r  i s  in  my possess ion .

making up sheets.  I  send b:  Legn a f roek for l l t t1e Sa1 which
is alL that  _ to send f  am very sorry that  I  have not
got any to my l l t t le favor i te ( t ' tag) but f  send her

fnez J.  l {urphy (Mrs.  James J.)
3405 19th Avenue, Sheff ie ld,  Alabama 3566O
JuIy 27t 7968

t t e r add ressedto:

Copy of a l e t t e r addressed t o :

M r s . E l i z a T. Pegues
Near P r o s p e c t H i l l

S .  C a r o l i n a

Wadesboro December 8, 1828
My Dear Aunt

I have been t h i n k i n g f o r some t i m e I would w r i t e
t o y o u b u t I have n o t h i n g i n t h e w o r l d t o w r i t e W e have n o
s p i n i n g and weav ing g o i n g o n h e r e and a s I t h o u g h t y o u wou ld
n o t ca re a b o u t h e a r i n g o f a n y t h i n g e l s e I d i d n o t w r i t e . I
have j u s t r e t u r n e d f r o m t h e f e r t i l e l a n d of Montgomery. I went
over t o see o u r h a b i t a t i o n f o r t h e n e x t y e a r . W e have a v e r y
snug n i c e house t o l i v e i n b u t I t h i n k i t t h e most d r e a r y l o o k ‑
i n g p l a c e in t h e w o r l d . The D o c t o r and Mary went on to Chatham
f r o m t h e r e t h e y w i l l be back abou t Chr i s tmas t t h e n I s h a l l
l e a v e Anson a n d C h e s t e r fi e l d p e r h a p s f o r e v e r . I want t o see
y o u a l l v e r y m ich b u t I cannot t e l l y o u when I s h a l l be able
t o d o . I a m v e r y b u s y fi x i n g Mary o f f f o r h o u s e k e e p i n g I a m
making up sheets . I send b= Lean a f r o c k f o r l i t t l e S a l which
i s a l l t h a t t o send I a m v e r y s o r r y t h a t I have n o t
g o t a n y t o m y l i t t l e f a v o r i t e (Mag) b u t I send h e r
i n o f a f r o c k a sash t e l l h e r c o u s i n Sarah t o keep
h e r f r o m f o r g e t t i n g h e r . I want y o u p l e a s e sewe w u p m y
l i t t l e basket w i t h t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e i n i t a n d send i t u p * t o
c o u s i n Leon t o b r i n g u p t o m e You must sew i t u p w i t h many
s t i t c h e s i n t h e p i e c e o f c l o t h t h a t I w i l l send t h e c a l i c o i n .
You must a l s o w r i t e m ea l e t t e r . I a m i n a good h u r r y s o I
must end w i t h l o v e t o a l l m y f r i e n d s . T e l l y o u r Mo the r I a m
c o m i n g a f t e r h e r when w e g e t s e t t l e d . I want t o see h e r v e r y
much. I s h a l l n e v e r f o r g e t h e r b e su re a n d w r i t e t o m e

Yo u r s w i t h s i n c e r i t y
a n d a f f e c t i o n

S  A P e g u e s

Nancy h a s been v e r y s i c k she l o o k s v e r y b a d l y I a m a f r a i d she
w i l l never g e t w e l l . She sends houdy to y o u a l l . She has l e f t
a b e l t some where i f i t i s a t y o u r house p l e a s e send i t . Sew
t h e baske t up s t r o n g

Yours ( t r u l y ? )
S . A . R

N o t e : The b l a n k spaces show where words a r e m i s s i n g a t t h e
o u t e r edge o f t h i s l e t t e r where i t . i s t o r n . The a and
t h e o i n t h e name "Leon o r Lean" a r e n o t c l e a r .
The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r i s i n m y p o s s e s s i o n .

I n e z J . Murphy ( M r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue, S h e f fi e l d , Alabama 35660
J u l y 27, 1968
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COPY

Sneedsboro
Oct  12

(Outsiae fold o f  le t te r )

Jno M. Pegues
Houston County

25
(Large handilrit ing- Dr. P. W. K i t t re l l  r l

l*{iss Margaret A Pegues
Fort Va11ey

Houston County
Georgla

( Small handwriting of
(  Ann E. J.  Evans)

Sneedsboro  Oct  11  1B3Z

l'{y Dear Cousins }targaret and- Sarah

Accordlng to the promise I
made you of writ ing to you I now sit down to fulf i l  that p,romise
al though f  have nothing very entertaining to wr i te.  f  have been
going to school in lfaclesboro this year to l '{rs Hall and had so
many studies to attend to that I did not have tlme to rrri-te you
sooner.  I fy studies were Botany, Phi losophy, Rhetor lc,  Gramnar,
Geography, the use of  the glober of  reacl lng in Worcester history,
anci  parsing. So you see my dear eousins that  my studies kept me
very nuch engaged. f  expect you have hearC that Betsey Streater
is marr i -ed.  She marr i -ed l ' { r .  t fa l l .  a lso Patsey Streater and }4r.
Commodore Long. also John Adams and ldancy i l lnson, daughter of
Brooks Hinson. they were marrled last thursCay and hacL an
lnfare friday. Brother and l"iyself were invited to the infare
Brother went but I  d id not.  f  was at  both the other weCdings.
I ' {ancy Jane Curt is and Wself  were the candle holders at  Patseyrs
weci '^ ing.  af ter  supper the started up a play cal led needles eye
anC I  bel ieve they k issed every minute.  near ly every person in
the house played except l ' I lss l lary Florarers, Nancy Jane and l, ' Iyself.
I  looked at  them kissing unt i l l  I  got  r ight  s ick.  I  thought i f
I had. been in the girls places that I woulcl have scoured my mouth
r.tith soape sande &rd shucks, after letting srrch ugly sour mouthed.
things kiss rne. Brother and Joseph and Tommy Flor*ers took a hand
in the play.  Some of the young laCies eal lecl  on Albert  Streater
ani  he had to k lss her and i f  you ever sar.^r  one scared fr ighten-
ed person i -n your l l fe he I ' ras one, his eyes lookeC as i f  they
woulC pop out.  every person in the house laughed r ight  out when
he kissed her.  poor olr i  l . , i rs Ut ley died. Iast  Sunday norning. She
had been sick 2 or I  weeks. We thought every day that she could
not l ive ti1l night She rrras very unw1l1ing to dle She said that
she had- no hooe in th is wor lc or in the wor lc to cone. they sent
for father to pray for  her one morning. he l rent .  ancl  r*hen he got
there he asked her hovr she felt about l iving if she thought that
she would 1ive.  She sald that  she did not know but she recconed
that she ruould dle l ike every body else l ive t i l l  she dj_ed.
father toll her t irat it was a very alrful thlng to go in to
eterni ty unprepared. She sald that  she dio not knon she hai . i  never
tr ier l "  i t  nor she i id not knor+ p-ny person else about here that
ha, l  t r ied i t ,  Father askeC her i f  she thought that  she rrras pre-
oared to ctie. no she said she did not nor lc:rlr she -, ' las not a

COPY

( O u t s i d e f o l d o f l e t t e r )
Sneedsboro
Oc t 12 25

Jno M. Pegues (Large handwriting- Dra PoWeR i t t r e t i
Hous ton  Coun ty

M i s s M a r g a r e t A Pegues
F o r t V a l l e y ( S m a l l h a n d w r i t i n g o f

Hous ton County ( Ann E. J . Evans)
G e o r g i a

Sneedsboro O c t 11 1837
M y Dear C o u s i n s M a r g a r e t and Sarah

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r o m i s e I
made y o u o f w r i t i n g t o y o u I now s i t down t o f u l fi l t h a t Promise
a l t h o u g h I have n o t h i n g v e r y e n t e r t a i n i n g t o w r i t e . I have been
g o i n g to schoo l in Wadesboro t h i s y e a r to Mrs H a l l and had so
many s t u d i e s t o a t t e n d t o t h a t I d i d n o t have t i m e t o w r i t e y o u
s o o n e r. M y s t u d i e s were B o t a n y, P h i l o s o p h y, R h e t o r i c , Grammar,
Geography, t h e u s e o f t h e g l o b e , o f r e a d i n g in Worces te r h i s t o r y ,
and p a r s i n g . S o y o u see m y dear cous ins t h a t m y s t u d i e s k e p t m e
v e r y much engaged . I expec t y o u have h e a r d t h a t B e t s e y S t r e a t e r
i s m a r r i e d . She m a r r i e d M r . W a l l . a l s o P a t s e y S t r e a t e r a n d M r .
Commodore L o n g . a l s o John Adams and Nancy Hinson, d a u g h t e r of
B r o o k s H i n s o n . t h e y w e r e m a r r i e d l a s t t h u r s d a y a n d h a d a n
i n f a r e f r i d a y . B r o t h e r and M y s e l f were i n v i t e d t o t h e i n f a r e
B r o t h e r went b u t I d i d n o t . I was a t b o t h t h e o t h e r w e d d i n g s .
Nancy Jane C u r t i s and M y s e l f were t h e candle h o l d e r s a t P a t s e y ' s
w e d d i n g . a f t e r suppe r t h e s t a r t e d u p a p l a y c a l l e d need les e y e
and I b e l i e v e t h e y k i s s e d e v e r y m i n u t e . n e a r l y e v e r y p e r s o n i n
t h e house p l a y e d except M i s s Mary Flowers, Nancy Jane a n d M y s e l f .
I l o o k e c a t them k i s s i n g u n t i l l I g o t r i g h t s i c k . I t h o u g h t i f
I h a d been in t h e g i r l s p l a c e s t h a t I wou ld have scou red my mouth
w i t h soap, sand, and shucks, a f t e r l e t t i n g such u g l y sour mouthed
t h i n g s k i s s me. B r o t h e r a n d Joseph a n d Tommy F lowers t o o k a hand
i n t h e p l a y . Some o f t h e young l a d i e s c a l l e d o n A l b e r t S t r e a t e r
a n d h e h a d t o k i s s h e r a n d i f y o u e v e r saw one scared f r i g h t e n ‑
e d p e r s o n i n y o u r l i f e h e was one, h i s e y e s l o o k e d a s i f t h e y
wou ld pop o u t . e v e r y p e r s o n i n t h e house l a u g h e d r i g h t o u t when
h e k i s s e d h e r . p o o r o l d Mrs U t l e y d i e d l a s t Sunday m o r n i n g . She
had been s i c k 2 o r 3 weeks. W e t h o u g h t e v e r y day t h a t she c o u l d
n o t l i v e t i l l n i g h t She was v e r y u n w i l l i n g t o d i e She s a i d t h a t
she h a d n o hope i n t h i s w o r l d o r i n t h e w o r l d t o come. t h e y sen t
f o r f a t h e r t o p r a y f o r h e r one m o r n i n g . h e went . a n d when h e g o t
t h e r e h e asked h e r how she f e l t abou t l i v i n g i f she t h o u g h t t h a t
she wou ld l i v e . She s a i d t h a t she d i d n o t know b u t she recconed
t h a t she wou ld d i e l i k e e v e r y body e l s e l i v e t i l l she d i e d .
f a t h e r t o l d h e r t h a t i t was a v e r y a w f u l t h i n g t o g o i n t o
e t e r n i t y u n p r e p a r e d . She s a i d t h a t she d i d n o t know she had neve r
t r i e d i t n o r she d i d n o t know a n y p e r s o n e l s e a b o u t h e r e t h a t
had t r i e d i t . F a t h e r asked h e r i f she t h o u g h t t h a t she was p r e ‑
p a r e d t o d i e . n o she s a i d she d i d n o t n o r was she was n a t a



page 2 Letter written by Ann E. J. Evans

going to te l l  a story anC decleve no person about i t .  poor o1d.
lady she suffered more than any person I  ever saw j -n my l i fe.
for nearly 2 weeks she never taste a mouth ful of anything but
cold water.  We have regular c i rcui t  preaching hear every tuesCay
and at Shlloh on Sunaay our clreuit riders are I{r 1'1c Daniel &
l" i r  Ker.  We had a campneet ing ln August.  l t  was not so gooC as
the one we had last  year.  Our preachers were the c i rcui t  r iders
Itr AB Snith from lnladesboro and a I'ir IIil1 and old man I never
sarnr before. and another Mr Smith a stranger and lifr Ogborne from
Chesterfield. l '1r Derrie 1'4r Rush, Itr Johnson from Cheraw luir
Robinson anC the presiding Elder l. ' lr Hamby. w¤ had very bad
weather at  that  t ine BetseyrStreatei$ husband professed to get
religion also lrtrinny Streater. Mr Wil11am T Smlth has cij-ed since
the canpmeet ing.  father received a let ter  f rom A1a Stat ing the
death of  h is father.  r row }" fy oear cousins f  must c lose as i t  is
very late with beg.in¤ asking you to ans!,rer rny letter as soon
as-you getxt tx recieve i t .  you must look over al l  nnistake and
bad wri t ing.  Give my best 1ove to W Dear Aunt and uncle and
also to Aunt King ancl all the children. Kiss Cousins: luiartha and
Betty.  and excep I ' ly  c iearest  Cousins the most s ineere love of
your Affectionate Cousin

Ann E. J. Evans

l' iother and Grandmother joln ne in love to all the family -
father is out fox hunting with a right hot fever on him 

A E
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g o i n g to t e l l a s t o r y and dec ieve no p e r s o n abou t i t . p o o r o l d
l a d y she s u f f e r e d more t h a n a n y p e r s o n I e v e r saw i n my l i f e .
f o r n e a r l y 2 weeks she neve r t a s t e a mouth f u l o f a n y t h i n g b u t
c o l d wa te r. We have r e g u l a r c i r c u i t p r e a c h i n g h e a r e v e r y t u e sda y
and a t S h i l o h o n Sunday o u r c i r c u i t r i d e r s a r e M r M e Dan ie l &
Mr Ke r. We had a campmeeting in Augu s t . i t was n o t so good as
t h e one we ha d l a s t y e a r . Our p r eache r s were t h e c i r c u i t r i d e r s
Mr AB Smi th f r om Wadesboro and a Mr H i l l and o l d man I neve r
saw b e f o r e . and a n o t h e r M r Sm i t h a s t r a n g e r and M r Ogborne f r om
C h e s t e r fi e l d . M r D e r r i e M r Rush, M r Johnson f r o m Cheraw M r
Robinson and t h e p r e s i d i n g B l d e r M r Hamby. w e had v e r y bad
weather a t t h a t t ime Be t s e y ' S t r e a t eP s husband p r o f e s s e d t o g e t
r e l i g i o n a l s o Winny S t r e a t e r . M r W i l l i a m T Sm i t h has d i e d s i n c e
t h e campmeeting. f a t h e r r e ce i ved a l e t t e r f r om A l a S t a t i n g t h e
d e a t h o f h i s f a t h e r . now M y de a r c o u s i n s I must c l o s e a s i t i s
v e r y l a t e w i t h besging a s k i n g you to a n s w e rmy l e t t e r as soon
as you wekxkkx r e c i e v e i t . y o u must l o o k ove r a l l m i s t a k e and
bad w r i t i n g . G ive m y be s t l o v e t o M y Dear Aunt and u n c l e and
a l s o t o Aunt K i n g and a l l t h e c h i l d r e n . K i s s Cousins: Martha and
B e t t y . and excep My dea r e s t Cous ins t h e most s i n c e r e l o v e o f
y o u r A f f e c t i o n a t e Cous in

Ann E. J. Evans

Mothe r and Grandmother j o i n me in l o v e to a l l t h e f a m i l y ‑
f a t h e r i s o u t f o x h u n t i n g w i t h a r i g h t h o t f e v e r o n him:

AE
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( tuts:^ae
Sneedsboro
Aug l lc ts

o f  fo lded le t te r )

Mrs El iza Pegues
Fort t/alley i{ouston Co

Georgia

August L5tn 1B3Z
North Carollna

Anson Countv

blrs Pegues
Dear l ' ladam it is with pleasure I take my pen 1n hand to address

a fers I  ines to yo11. before you lef t  us we promlsed to wr i te to each
otherz and I thought you would r*rit¤ f irst, but f inding you have
not r 'rritten or rather I have never received any letter from you f
r.*ould remlnd you of your promi-se. I have never heard from you but
trarlce since you reached Georgia. I then understood" you were dls-
sat lsf ied,  I  of ten th ink of  you and wish you 1r¤r¤ back againrthough
r*e had but short acquaintance - one year I felt when you left us
I  had lost  one of  roy best f r iends. I  of ten f lat ter  mysel f  ru i th a
hope of  being neighbour to you once more, but r  have almost des-
paired of  ever enjoying that pleasure.  Father somet imes speaks o!
moving to Georgia,  but  I  th ink he has but l i t t le idea of  Wr ?t ' ,
Brother John and brother ldil l ian reached ( faded oiri) I iarch but
bought no 1and. they explored the Chickasa-ilGn-nerokee?)
countr ies but l iked (  not  as wel l?)  as Georgia.  They urere very much
pleased r , r r i th the (  t  

- )Touston 
and seveial  othei  count ies in

Georg ia ,  bu t  (  land?) ' , ras  so  h igh  a t  tha t  t ime they  conc luded no t
to bu;' unti l next fall or vri-nter. f expect l4r. I]amer r,,ri l l  rnove next
wlnter and perhaps brother trtrl l l iam, brrt I think it very doubtfr-1l
whether Father '.ui11 ever move or not, but one thi-ng r know if he
?1ai '6F m^1rac ond f never see you anj/rmore I shal1 never forget yoor
onr l  r  ' 'n -na 

"^u ' , r i f l  remember me go v i l rere yo ' l  nay,  br r t  th is  sr :b ject- I v

is  too oainful l  to persue i t  no longer.

There  has  been a  r , redd ing  in  the  ne i -ghbourhood s inea r rn r r  I  a f  *  -
l . , l iqs sotcrr  , ( t reater to ; \ . j r .  ]ames t{a1l .  Ihey were p"" iJa' I6t i "o i tu v  v r J

Ju ly.  f  bel ieve i . ' i r .  Streaterrs fqni ly r^ i¤r¤ verv r . , , r i l l ing to i t ,  but
l ' { r .  wa l l rs  b i t te r ly  opnosed i t .  )  re r :o r t  says  l ,4 iss  pa tsy
streater is to be married siiortl- i l td'G?adore Long. r expeci thly
r ' rould have been narr led before:rolr  but  Patsy has been veiy s ickr-
and l ikel .^r ise aknost al l  the fami lv that  fami lv has been sick
ever  s inec  r ro r :  l e f t  l as t  ro i " l " " l -b rE l - t . j * i t ; ; i r " ; * i '  i t c l i f f e  (? )"  ,  " :__*: , -  , "  _ i : :  "  -  t l  , -has  los t  near ly  a l l  her  negroes 'She los t  o ld  i ' I i 1 ly  (? )  and Ginny
both the sane week I  bel ieve or in a vert /  shoft  t ime, .  ? people
in t ln ie naiolr$s11rhood are al l  general ly heal thy exce; i t -Ef i  T fami ly.
our fani ly i rave al l  enjoyed good heal- th except brothbr John he hai
had a  very  severe  spe l l  o f  I ' e r re r  bu t  has  go t  we l l  aga in  (  ?  )
our Canp neet lng at  Shi loe comes (  tp a c lose?) t f r is  mornir . lg.
lde hao a very f ine meet ing (  ? )  but  I  do not t i r ink the people
(seemed?) to en;oy t i rernselve- -  as t i re} '  d ic last  year,  l re h&d
nore preacJrers than (  we had ?) last  1 'ear,  I  bel . i -eve there r / rere
ten or f i f teen. I  i^r i l l  te l1 you some of their  names, l l l r .  i {a-nby
j,ir. l"fcj)aniel i,lr. Carr I'lr. .loberson ivir Crarnrford. tr*o iir Smiths
i{r RrrsLr }ir .Tohnson from Cheraw anC several others i never saw
before f  bel ieve there were but few converts that  I  had

( O u t s i d e o f f o l d e d l e t t e r )

Sneedsboro
Aug 17cts

Mrs E l i z a Pegues
F o r t Va l l e y Houston Co

G e o r g i a

A u g u s t 15th 1837
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a

Anson Coun t y

Mrs Pegues
Dear Madam i t i s w i t h p l e a s u r e I t a k e m y p e n i n hand t o address

a f e w l i n e s t o y o u . b e f o r e y o u l e f t u s w e p r o m i s e d t o w r i t e t o each ‑
o t h e r, and I t h o u g h t y o u w o u l d w r i t e fi r s t , b u t fi n d i n g y o u have
n o t w r i t t e n o r r a t h e r I have n e v e r r e c e i v e d a n y l e t t e r f r o m y o u I
wou ld rem ind y o u o f y o u r p r o m i s e . I have n e v e r h e a r d f r o m y o u b u t
t w i c e s i n c e y o u r e a c h e d G e o r g i a . I t h e n u n d e r s t o o d y o u were d i s ‑
s a t i s fi e d , I o f t e n t h i n k o f y o u and w i s h y o u were back a g a i n , t h o u g h
w e h a d b u t s h o r t a c q u a i n t a n c e ___ one y e a r I f e l t when y o u l e f t u s
I h a d l o s t one o f m y b e s t f r i e n d s . I o f t e n fl a t t e r m y s e l f w i t h a
h o p e o f b e i n g n e i g h b o u r t o y o u once more, b u t I have a l m o s t d e s ‑
p a i r e d o f ever e n j o y i n g t h a t p l e a s u r e . F a t h e r sometimes speaks o f
m o v i n g t o G e o r g i a , b u t I t h i n k h e h a s b u t l i t t l e i d e a o f t h e t , 27,
B r o t h e r John and b r o t h e r W i l l i a m reached ( f a d e d o u t ) March b u t ~
b o u g h t no l a n d . t h e y e x p l o r e d t h e Chickasaw ( and Cherokee?)
c o u n t r i e s b u t l i k e d ( not a s w e l l ? ) a s G e o r g i a . They were v e r y much
p l e a s e d w i t h t h e ( _ ? ) H o u s t o n and s e v e r a l o t h e r c o u n t i e s i n
Geo rg i a , b u t ( l and? ) was so h i g h a t t h a t t i m e t h e y conc luded n o t
t o buy u n t i l n e x t f a l l o r w i n t e r . I expec t M r . Hamer w i l l move nex t
w i n t e r and p e r h a p s b r o t h e r W i l l i a m , b u t I t h i n k i t v e r y d o u b t f u l
whether F a t h e r w i l l e v e r move or n o t , b u t one t h i n g I know i f he
n e v e r moves and I n e v e r see y o u anymore I s h a l l never f o r g e t y o u ,
a n d I hove y o u w i l l remember me go where y o u may, b u t t h i s s u b j e c t
i s t oo p a i n f u l l t o p e r s u e i t n o l o n g e r .

The re has b e e n a w e d d i n g i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d s i n c e y o u l e f t ,
M iss B e t s y S t r e a t e r t o M r . James W a l l . t h e y were m a r r i e d 2 0 t h o f
J u l y . I b e l i e v e M r . S t r e a t e r ' s f a m i l y were v e r y w i l l i n g t o i t , b u t
M r . W a l l ' s b i t t e r l y opposed i t . ( ? ) r e p o r t says Miss Patsy
S t r e a t e r i s t o b e m a r r i e d s h o r t l y t o Comadore L o n g . I expect t h e y
would have been m a r r i e d b e f o r e now b u t P a t s y has been v e r y s i c k ,
a n d l i k e w i s e a l m o s t a l l t h e f a m i l y t h a t f a m i l y h a s been s i c k
e v e r s i n c e y o u l e f t l a s t w i n t e r . O l d (_? __) Mother P _ i t c l i f f e ( ? )
has l o s t n e a r l y a l l h e r n e g r o e s She l o s t o l d M i l l y ( ? ) a n d G i n n y
b o t h t h e same week I b e l i e v e o r i n a v e r y s h o r t t i m e , 7 p e o p l e
i n t h i s n e i g h b o u r h o o d a r e a l l g e n e r a l l y h e a l t h y excep t t h a t f a m i l y .
o u r f a m i l y have a l l e n j o y e d good h e a l t h excep t b r o t h e r John h e h a s
h a d a v e r y s e v e r e s p e l l o f F e v e r b u t h a s g o t w e l l a g a i n ( _ ? )
o u r Camp m e e t i n g a t S h i l o e comes ( t o a c l o s e ? ) t h i s m o r n i n g .
W e had a v e r y fi n e m e e t i n g ( _ ? ) b u t I d o n o t t h i n k t h e p e o p l e
(seemed?) to e n j o y themselves as t h e y d i d l a s t y e a r , we h a d
more p r e a c h e r s t h a n ( w e had 7 ) l a s t y e a r , I b e l i e v e t h e r e were
t e n o r fi f t e e n . I w i l l t e l l y o u some o f t h e i r names, M r . Hamby
M r . McDanie l M r . C a r r M r . Roberson Mr Crawford two Mr Smiths
Mr Rush Mr Johnson f r o m Cheraw a n d s e v e r a l o t h e r s I n e v e r saw
b e f o r e I b e l i e v e t h e r e were b u t few converts t h a t I had
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heard of they',^rere i ' . ' rr Janes l^lal l  i ' i r  john Adams l lrs I 'brgaret Perm-
ento and l i t t le  l . , l inny Streater  the meet ing cont inued unt i l  th is
rnorn ing.  they preached and su-ng and prayed a l l  last  n ight  _  the
Ca.mp meet ing at  chester f ie ld  r rJ i l l  conmence next  thurscay ' ' , reek and
a lso  a t  cen te rv i l l e ,  t he re  aopears  to  be  a  g rea t  rev i va l  o f
re l i g ion  a t  (  t  )  p reach ing  the re  l as t  t hu rsday  and  s t i l l
going on. I do not knornt ho',1 ]6ng the rneeting r,r i l l  continue. l t l iss
Fmel lne (  St reater? )  and l . f iss  j i ,ar r  Hinson were here they ru ish me
to remenber them tc vou. they say tel l  you.r rnother they have a
cur iosety  to  know ' ' , - 'hether  she is  marr ied yet  or  not .  l ' t iss  Emel lne
S t rea te r "she  has  (  f  )  p re t t yes t  (  " t  

- )  you  ?ve r  sa -w  (  ?  )
name is l r cGr  ?  ,T r v i shyoucou ldseen : /  (  ?  ) f  knowyou
r , , rou ld say he is  a  beauty but  I  must  s top my foo l ish ings f  am r , ' r i t lng
to  na r r i ed  fo l ks .  )o  exeuse  th i s  i f  you  p lease  the  g i r l s  keep  such
a talkrng anC the;r bother ne and have caused me to make ma.ny mis-
takes and b lots  f  am ashamed to sencl  i t ,  but  f  have not  t lne to
r,rr i t¤ another. l iather is nor^l send-ing to school to l , tr Wall }, la"ry
I i i t t re l l  is  boarCing r , , r i th  us and going to  school  (  ?  )
r i te  anusing to  hear  s is ter  E l iza and i ' iary  ta lk  about  I '1r .  t r la l l  they
cal l  h im the phl l -osopher ,  they (  f reqrrent lv?)  ta lk  of  your  ch i ldren
ond cr l '  fharr  loved them al l  but  they loved l , ' rargaret  the best .  S is ter" * ' tE1:-za jo ins r . ; i th me in love to you, and al l  J/our fami ly.  )o k iss
l ' largaret  and Sara,h for  me and l , r r i te to ne as soon as you receive
this I  a.n very anxious to hear f rom you; i t  is  real ly dark and I
nr. lst  e lose. Farer, te l l  nrr  Dear Dear aver Dear Fr iend, and may the
Almighty bless l/ou '.rhere ei.rer yorr go is the sincere prayer of l lortr
s ineere  f r iend

].farrr Florrlers

. l [ote:  i . l rs.  El iza Pegues rrr&s El- : rza Tabi tha King Peguesr l r r i fe of
John l . l r r ray Fegues. This let ter ,  dated Aug. Lrth,  1837 does
es tab l - i sh  the  t lme tha t  th is  Fegues fa rn i l y  le f t  Anson Co. ,
ld .  C . ,  as  be ing  in  the  i r r in te r  o f  1836,  anC mov ing  to  For t -
Va l l -eyr  Houston  Co. ,  Ga.  Th is  le t te r  shou ld  be  cornpared to
the let ter  of  Ann E. J.  Evans (  Cauehter of  Ann i { icks FeEues
Evans Ki t t re l l )  wr i t ten to her cousins,  i ' ia-rgaret  and S5rf f i - -
Pegues ,  addressed  to  For t  \ ra l l ey ,  I i ous ton  Co. ,  Ga . ,  and
da. ted  0c t .  I , j ' 37  .

The  o r ig ina l  o f  th i s  le t te r  i s  i .n  my  possess ion .
August 16, 1968
T n n -  T  i , i r n n l r y  (  i , i f S .  J a _ m e S  , J . )L L L C L  U .  j _ l U a i r . t l , )

3405 l - - th Avenrre,  Sheff ie ld,  Alabama 3566O
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heard of they were Mr James W a l l Mr j o h n Adams Mrs Margare t Perm‑
e n t o and l i t t l e Winny S t r e a t e r t h e m e e t i n g c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h i s
m o r n i n g . t h e y preached and s u n g and p r a y e d a l l l a s t n i g h t t h e
Camp m e e t i n g a t c h e s t e r fi e l d w i l l commence n e x t t h u r s d a y week and ‑
a l s o a t c e n t e r v i l l e , t h e r e appears t o b e a g r e a t r e v i v a lo f
r e l i g i o n a t ( P s ) p r e a c h i n g t h e r e l a s t t hu rsday and s t i l l
g o i n g o n . I d o n o t know how l o n g t h e m e e t i n g w i l l c o n t i n u e . M i s s
Emel ine ( S t r e a t e r ? ) and Miss Mary H inson were h e r e t h e y w i s h m e
to remember them to y o u . t h e y s a y t e l l y o u r mo the r t h e y h a v e a
c u r i o s e t y t o know whether she i s m a r r i e d y e t o r n o t . M iss Emel ine
S t r e a t e r she h a s ( _ ? ) p r e t t y e s t ( % . _ ) y o u e v e r saw (_?_)
name i s M c G r _ ? » L . w i s h y o u c o u l d see m y ( 2 ? ) I know y o u
would say h e i s a beau ty b u t I must s top m y f o o l i s h i n g s I a m w r i t i n g
t o m a r r i e d f o l k s . D o excuse t h i s i f y o u p l e a s e t h e g i r l s keep such
a t a l k i n g and t h e y b o t h e r m e and have caused m e t o make many m i s ‑
t a k e s a n d b l o t s I am ashamed to send i t , b u t I have n o t t i m e to
w r i t e a n o t h e r . Fa the r i s now s e n d i n g t o s c h o o l t o M r W a l l Mary
K i t t r e l l i s b o a r d i n g w i t h u s and g o i n g t o s c h o o l ( _ ?
r i t e a m u s i n g t o h e a r s i s t e r E l i z a and M a r y t a l k about M r . W a l l t h e y
c a l l h i m t h e p h i l o s o p h e r, t h e y ( f requent ly?) t a l k o f y o u r c h i l d r e n
and say t h e y l o v e d them a l l b u t t h e y l o v e d M a r g a r e t t h e b e s t . S i s t e r
E l i z a j o i n s w i t h m e i n l o v e t o you , a n d a l l y o u r f a m i l y . D o k i s s
M a r g a r e t and Sarah f o r m e and w r i t e t o m e a s soon a s y o u r e c e i v e
t h i s I a m v e r y a n x i o u s t o h e a r f r o m y o u , i t i s r e a l l y d a r k and I
must c l o s e . Fa rewe l l my Dear Dear eve r Dear F r iend , and may t h e
A l m i g h t y b l e s s y o u where e v e r y o u g o i s t h e s i n c e r e prayer o f y o u r
S i n c e r e f r i e n d

M a r y  F l o w e r s

No te : M r s . E l i z a Pegues was E l i z a Ta b i t h a K i n g Pegues, w i f e o f
John M u r r a y Pegues . T h i s l e t t e r , da ted Aug . L5th, 1837 does
e s t a b l i s h t h e t i m e t h a t t h i s Pegues f a m i l y l e f t Anson Co. ,
N . C . , a s b e i n g i n t h e w i n t e r o f 1836, and mov ing t o F o r t
V a l l e y , H o u s t o n Co . , Ga. T h i s l e t t e r s h o u l d be compared to
t h e l e t t e r o f Ann E . J . Evans ( d a u g h t e r o f Ann H i c k s P e g u e s
Evans K i t t r e l l ) w r i t t e n t o h e r cousins, M a r g a r e t and Sarah
Pegues, addressed to F o r t V a l l e y , Hous ton Co. , Ga. , and
dated O c t . 1837.

The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r i s i n m y p o s s e s s i o n .
A u g u s t 16, 1968
I n e z J. Murphy ( M r s . James J . )
3405 1 9 t h Avenue, S h e f fi e l d , Alabama 35660



.r' */'A-4-*:i '" | ': - c
' . ': V':ry /'--2' *2vzy'y'*-y4*y- -/-4 (;

-----

ta .V-.+.:,7t'

o?M
i;i-..2
i 

. , -. *t-f 
,-or{-*-{. \,1--2- ez_?,*wa T 

*i

i . i.-s r. . 
' '-- -2 ":- '?7a*V :=1* ,? o:- or .o.. )

tZ.t -ye C----/ f**
'):,
',/>-2 , <- >. z|.1' i a-

'ry 
5---7""- 9Z"r)4

,h

---:=r"V/'

#. .-
F."i

*+

"/"-7. =zf+ <7 T /*7 _//r..r-_z__ *"7,O- -/Z - /* ,4
" T,?-Ofr/ 6-f .r

'c3/?-72.-7? *'/

ry -?7 *1-7'tr7 -*1 e--r* i 
/

' 
C)-:*-- " ' 

! ,._.o*- / ;_l* --//, y'
(;*-t-O

t4

*V' o l'-7'/'r' :t- V-Z -: -/

1,t-a-r?)>2 D1/' | -,-"-O 
.

' *--/71- Tr (,,, ,//

4F C-':ry>r'? p 2^ c2
/

*"7
Y;7- ."q,

.-*

:a 4*;*
_:__2"/ z 6 g/ '--,4 - r/ -t""G-f)

:: --?7 '/

. = ie

“ a i l

*

=



L,e 
7a 

-1u4^' 7 
*

lo/ c<* .f *o 4t 
i7t/'--

:-

.*6-. "/? :J'zM : t t T:juoo .o--- .TT'n +'
Lf .A

.  z / - .

7'-.'/ -714//'t'-"z^7,, /-4t4 .z-, o -.if:r*. 7l')-' '--;+z

*t
- -  

/  ' ,  : i -

f f i-4 A- t4'7{'& :ft. ?'.-,), -fr;2/2

i
i .
!:.

i

I
i

i
ir.



i
-d/-*^ / ' 6t -'//-"*7 ntrcl

5Z---- f-.^- & 'r-*/;",

*4*,2
z-.2.21 .{

z ,. /u r t , ,  ,

i.,''l* ,.. o.. ,/-,

" o. ", 
-1r.rr -.e

,.*'L) ,.,4 ̂ ".,7).)

1 , . / ' . - t . < '

(
. { t t . t

.- -)
^ - o J u J  a E 3 ' l r f < < - a q

2/.L*, -t..:a-*r:;;

&e. '-

,-. a'r -{-

l - . )

il
..1' .'1 t /, '/,1. {

z - /
-r . -{ o -a--1* j

-b - - - - - ' - - -

7 " 
-+r-;'"'=i;-'

fr

( act-< ^/r' toa

*^/^^.'9 /h
.{.-.-/ o

?n .'t,^.q-.:il+ ..,-r -.;1..a-lt:l: ,-*.--{A-1.O

J-,/a^ ,, *.t",^ J--i.7 ,E- ,r.-,.{--*/'*& ?;¤A:

.H-<.L .t--42.+<z2.2..1'\ , ? ,. <-4*O .

o'th- %I.zt t L, e.rir ,/*; ./Z; .iZ.r-,
, ' /  / -

,-o4- */ ,& c-<- .< d.->-<-,r< *.r^t -/a-t-a t-.ri.
t/- ./; n ,,-4V -/.-.,,<U .-Znt-,, e/cz -/ :h. ././Z - -e A._zdl ¤g.;/._-)_.,
LZ -t4-1-.c ; -1,.-. {o.?o-.,o*a .-2.7r,--.--,F*.z.t,'t -to d,lo

. +' - ,<.a*:i

--
a d ,

' I. 4

t l J

1l o4,

Z-n

,_&!,':,
. t /

/7*y -,-fi{ ,--7r.- 4

"at
//.-.:Z -

u - -< . . t t

?

I

{

i ]) )

Ale fitter " t r eeeee Both Pelwrnt
en Aer cat Ze

waOS eee

> a ea p e o n4 o ea soe. e Cie¥
Clr GaltgeeS- Gaoaa ae <p



): |:"-..,-.
I ll*.*{

- ai.;

',t- ,

\ ' 
t.\

\_' 'i\\,

:'\
v ,\'

G.

,'o/L,./:Z n r.":, .,

'!"ti'- " ('""-,':- " *' 5
'r'.'2t s ',Zr ,,a / r /. ,/- : /

.tr7:.a2 , )a t-r')) I t, * . o-l 
/-

'- ,-. ) J' l. rl !f.t ?-)

; *'|s 1,..2 K
.,/

,/ . / r ./t' ?... .. )' /

/'/,t )-) ,>2 11



' ' d:?:*.
. R i

F'
.-ti.a{

. . ' .:J

: - . t  !

\s
N

i
.,v

\

, \ ,
\--

\\S-

t
| J .

I

a . .

,.1

flra



I

l " , i :
j  r j ,
::lriq

rfj

l

11J
\i

(

. .  I

I '

- , , : '
I  r . . . :  -

11 Bi siAbeaies p e e ie A
bicalnveot Sedeuaeniatsiesd iio lthesSabetitu vetll Aincaaibedt mea

,
Rona

EON
PHAiaate

\



, i
sprlng Gregk Cherokec Ctf *la
oet 15th 18tl

lear $lr

Yourr of tha 9th of July I reod *bout 3 mekr af,ttr date *nd Ltghould hnve been answored befors tht* but fsr slrousst*nccs bayond
iuy control. slaong thea the Extrene lllnesr of, Javld rrteh Fhsiltnsal,f,rI aesw¤r lt to correet (to eay the LEaet) ses*rsl ml*takeg End El,s*
statenents ln your*r You sal* ttrst fou nev6r thought ef tnduetng me
ts renove untll you lart vt"slt to Glsrke uhan you wtahed the old
I'sdy to eoee uB wlth you when ny fanll"y rleetded she esalel not unlass
they s'qrs to eorne elso -_-,:t, . l{orr Stl e plaln etatement of a fev
faeta (uthtch you have handly forgotten) thall p-rt dorpn thte $tate-
aent enrl br*nd lt ae fal.ss. You surely hevo nat forgotten that ouy*Hr ftr*t trLp to f,Larkc that yoy etitd e ntght et-elannnhaare not
far fnon Cboctaw Sorner *hen you toLd hln that you hed cen6 ts move
ss i.tp to te.itngstrd & er,rqutrtns wlrst be woul'* taks for a mula to ald
ne Xn *rovtng ,fou *rrst eertal.*ly recoLleet tel.l"ln6 Hrr Gaupbel"la fantly
that was your tntebtton and thc a*se to l,lrr i}nsldcarr and frmtlyl
hatre you forgotten alts of vlahtnF tss to dlrslrl uy rcheol gell all
bat sna sod and go rtght off stth y*r, $e r*era tFren ltvlrg near F{r,
iievtdeonr $o fil,t - yeu-heyr aot foqsEtten tharo thlneqt 0r-tf rou hevoly6urs ts a vary convantent aesommodatl,n6 a¤aery tndescll 0nly to
treeaura up such as sults your sonn*nienes r f;11 trT te refresh
ysrr! Gsnory ln tro or threg other partieul*f,lr On yorr geoond trtp
yer stlll happed upon the arrbJeot of renovalp that you wtahad ta
tske the old Imrly $long vtth you *nd that ve ao..rld gat ready and
En$¤ lrp tn the faLl or wtnt*r, You eant hev* fergotten that yeu
rrlahed to eend her sn before you eoa¤ r*herc on tfie *ay by Stias
ileat constgagd to F$ae one as vau s!.ould a bals of roede.ldhen Illgqt Fo?sleqei lg sone -one aE vou lrorrlS a bglq g[ roodq.Ebgo r
obJeeted_ejg tolq vou_Sh? Ftther'*ent lg voul, eoru)env gE sbc Ef_g Sg!gg, S& all yog, returnsd vlthout her. 0n your thtrd and last trLp
the $ong, sttlL wa$ Fa;eovol *hyt $1r yoq harl lrst heen ln the hou*e
half an hour hefore ysu ?:i6sn- the subjEct. ys* statut ttrat yer had
f,ound the very plece for us healt&yp good lasde that uould $raduoc?5 to 30 iie of eorn to the eerel ercellent nster and es heelLthy es
any pent of the world; recolleet you not? that I poslttvely enil
unfiesttattngly refused to gol liy fanily one end all you nell knau
o po*ed tt f,rom flrst to laatl Thta you cent heve forgottenr Hith alL
these fects before roar ho* een yorr eonststeatxr r*lth tnrth eay
th*t untll my femtl"y had deatded ts sovo yeu $¤vsr th*ught of ltrslry hao lt been the thene of, your X*tters fr*s the tlme no eema ts
Alablna to the tine ef oq,T IUL fntg# re&ovsl r f,or ray that ysrr had
not rnrrehes*d nor deterri:lneS to uaove to the asuntaln "rntll re
deterntned to Holrsr hou doae thia egf,a¤ vlth Foirr rtatsmant aade to
ny frtend ilrr Balderln vho e*qrrlred tslrethor yar hacl beught the lend
or no {ou safd that :lsrr had and told htm that the land ro'ould pFo-
dnee ?5 to lS Er cf eorn tc the acrs* havo yoqr for$stten teltku
Hrs. i'rtce ln trletumpke thet you hasl been trylng for ten or ftfteeayears to get t\e tleo f.q*tLtes together *nd that you ha{ at laet
*t:ceoededr lf ae yeiu s{ry yort hail not qietermtned to rove to the
mesrntsln unttl I deterrntne'"l to come :rp1 why urg,e mo gs earneetX.y
as ysu rltd? ta*ry eay that yeu nould f,urnlsh the groeertas ( enui
that wes the ob;iegt t\at toak yor to iiobtle) '_ t{onilrts vo,rJ.d
s'r::plY the dry ioods anrl y*r wlre to sell theE-iiff-ffiare the proft{e

|
Spr Grier Cherokee C t y Ala
Oct 15th 1851

Dear S i r

Yours of the 9th of J u l y I reed about 3 weeks a f t e r date and it
should have been a n s y e r e d be fo re t h i s bu t f o r circumstances beyond
wy con t ro l among them the extreme i l l ness of David with pneumonia.
I answer it to correct ( t o say the l e a s t ) several mistakes and mis ‑
statements in you r s . You sa y, t h a t y o u never t hough t of i n duc i n g me
to remove u n t i l you l a s t v i s i t to Clarke when you wished the o l d
Lady to come up w i t h you when my fam i l y decided She.could not unless
they were to come a lso a + Now S i r . a p l a i n statement of a few
facets (wh ich you have h a r d l y fo rgo t ten ) shall p u t down t h i s S t a t e ‑
ment and brand i t a s f a l s e . You sure ly have not f o r go t t e n t h a t on
your fi r é t t r i p to Clarke t h a t yoy s t a i d a n i g h t at Clannahams no t
f a r from Choctaw Corner when you t o l d him t h a t you had come to move
me up t o t o Ringo ld & enqu i r i n g what he would take f o ra mule t o a i d
me i n moving You must. c e r t a i n l y recol lect t e l l i n g Mr. Campbells f am i l y
t h a t was your i n t e n t i o n and the same t o Mr. Davidsén and f am i l y,
have you f o r g o t t e n also o f wishing me t o dismiss my school s e l l a l l
b u t one Bed and g o r i g h t o f f w i th yous W ewere then l i v i n g near Mr.
Dav idson, No S i r + you have not f o r g o t t e n these th ings ! Or i f you have,
yours is a v e r y eonventent accommodating memory indeed! Only to
treasure up such as s u i t s your eonvenience = I ' l l t r y to refresh
your memory i n two o r three o the r p a r t i c u l a r s . O nyour.second t r i p
you s t i l l harped upon the sub jec t of removal, tha t you wished to
take the o ld Lady a long w i t h you and. tha t we gould: get ready and
move u p i n . t h e f a l l o r w in te r. You cant have f o r g o t t e n that . youwepe’ te send her on before you some where on the way by Steam
ME re ar a $2 Someone. 02x20 a bale of goods. nd
objecte you S$ ae oa ae notean a l l you returned without h e r . y o u r th and last t r i p
he Song s t i l l was remove, why! Sir you had not been in the house
h a l f an hour before you began .the subjects you stated that you had
found the very p l ace f o r us hea l t hy, good lands tha t would produce
25 to 30 Bs of corn to the acre, excellent water and as h e a l t h y as
any. pa r t of the world recollect. you not? t h a t I perakrveny and
unhesi ta t ing ly refused to g o ! Myf am i l y one and a l l you we l l know
opposed i t from firs t t o l a s t ! This you cant have fo rgo t t en , With 211
these f a c t s before you, how can you c on s i s t e n t l y w i t h t r u t h say
that u n t i l my fami ly had deeided to move you never thought of i t e
Why h a s . i t been t he theme o f your l e t t e r s from the time wecame t o
Alabama to the time of 411 fated removal « you say tha t you had
no t purchased nor determined to move to the mountain a n t i l wedetermined to moves how does t h i s - a g r ee w i t h your statement made to
my f r i end Dre Baldwin who enqui red whether you had bought the land
or no you said t h a t y o u had and t o l d him that. the Land would pro-«
duce 25 t o 30. B s o f corn t o the acres have you f o r g o t t e n t e l l i n g
Mrse Pr i ce in Wetumpka that. you had been t r y i n g f o r ten or fi f t e e n
y e a r s t o g e t . t h e two f a r i l i e s t oge t he r and t h a t you had a t l a s t
succeeded, if as you say you had not determined to rove to the
mountain u n t i l I determined to. come u p , why u rge me so ea r n e s t l y
as you d id? Why. say t h a t you.would f u r n i s h the g r o ce r i e s ( and
tha t was the o b j e c t t h a t took you t o Mob i l e ) Hendrix would
supp ly t h e d r y goods and you were t o s e l l them and share the p r o fi t s



pag¤ ?

why have a't understandtng stth lelee ($eteel' that you wqrg eltfier
to buy or trade for" flve yeare? all that shows a $lgg[ t?) purBoee
ef mtnd ln you long before you arrlved vhers f rlas llvtng ln
CLerke to uove to that pLaee. You say frthat you 's¤Fe deetded by $teeefaton and othersHr 1t s¤sms to me l,*posalbtrr that sny person *f
dlseernment (after betng a '*reek i.n the nelgtrborhood and noat of the
hotJ.sea as you rretre) t,o be ciecleved, Yort $ay you $ade the arrangements
for ny rauoval Ag ff,ppf fallb 'rand that yffr conceaLsd tt f,ron ae to

/ save rny feellngstrr tf so after meder or after we errlved at Wehrnpka
/ ,"hy not pey tt ovsr to me? Why hold tt ln your swr hande and rnete

tt out as you tharrght proper t{hy not pay tt over to (rne?} tntrretuinpkn t at I mtght i:ave bo'rght several thlngs *rhteh lre needed. ]rtry
not wtren rse arrlved on the mo.rntatn that I m!.ght hava baught R¤c¤ss*
arlee for ny f,aralLy. lsFry uft*r purehastng Bacon fron old Hr* $tevard
effl taLllng hta that you pretended a part sf lt for ue. Hhy (uhen by
your own adnlsalon you had the money tn your own hands) tell pe I
ceuld hsve a part by paytng the money tn slx weekss lf reade ln
good fst.th* l,Itry h*ve sa studlousLy kept tha aetusl amt* and at
anather to be different ]athy te1l ne at one ttrne that tt uas $ft+3 then
at another ttne to state lt lgaE;,1L0G thg$(?) B$ fsu admltted i:ofore
the ol.d l,ady and I"[r. Stt]pv {?) your eon-ln lav the day before you
mcved from the *rsuntaln that tt uas $13O anS nov by the laet statonente
to be $123 I tf all these xtrlruruxllx etre:r$staneeg lrere subnitted
to any 12 x;r dtslntereered ssen to pasa ..:psn I thlnk they would
cleetrle that there wa6 &ny thln6 el.ee thanl sqgR .f$l,tb Ln the tfaas*
aettons. You esn make tt any aat yerr pLease for yorr have al.L tha proff
ln your et.rn hanc.ls and f am( , , ? ] well. sattefled that you vsuLd
not scrrple to supprees anc Eoncesl. facts that wo'rlcl tntlil+tp t?)
aga{nst y6ur swn tnterastal f,or I dtstlnctly resolleet on our lsay uB
that you took the ground that thsrg r*as no herm ts eheat & man r*hen
he r*as rratehtng Xour tf s*eh ere ycur sentt*ent* and no dsubt they
are you *rsuld not scrrrple to take advantage of ons rEho you thought
was easy and eonfldlng that you mtsht palm off on htm any $tate-
r*ents anrt he wouLil belleve tt that sueh r*es your oplnlen. every
elreurnstanee Justtf,y ma 1n beLtevtng you *lrorrght (no tloubt) that I'csul-d he3.lave aay statement you ntght raake and nothl.ng wo'rLd be satd
4ru1 you maks a hsndsome speeulttLon by the tran$a¤tlCInr I Just as
soon belleve that you eolleeted 2]0 ae the arut *you say that you
heve you $ay ysun have no reeclLect,lon of ssytng to any one that lt
was donetfl lf to my frlend jJFr Ktttrell ysu dld not expresely say so
by yo''rr msnnsr of, speaktng ycu erea,ted that tmpresston on hts mtnd
and I have not the J.eaet dsubt such $&s yol* i.ntentlon fsr you have
a great destre to be thorrght g ergsf .SgSi A elrcumstanee tust seeurs
ts me here *fiteh strould have b*f,nre been before menttoned vla, ygu
st*te the arnt collected ln I'IsbtLe to be :$51+ (Frrnch?) say 35 or:6 ff
made{ln good falthrt why dld yorl coneeal tt from ne snd *6lr6n mentlon
lt unttl I has* wrttten to and obtalned froa (Cosso?) graeh(?) the
ast so calleeted I aw of oplalon had I not got tnforuadtcn as I dld
I should nev6r hearrl f,ron yo* anythlng about lt and f verlLy
beS,leve the arttcles you Sot e6 tn Hsbtls $or"6 'rought rrt?h that
taoney and that tt r*as your lntentlsn to have seld nothlng aborrt tt.
&lg ghgg So,gq .ggL$[, I w111 also rsnark here th*t you t*e1l f,s¤-
ollaet e{rr tel"llng you that tf we cs*}e wtth you to the nountatn and
ysu shouL,J *ftersards move agaln we worrJ.d fo]"lov yCIu ne ftryther
trhan you satd -vou harl resolsed ts sett!.e for llfe a-rd was deter-
mlned to move ils [!or¤c
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why have a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h Pelee (ReiceJithat you were e i t h e r
to buy or t rade f o r fi v e years? a l l t h a t shows a ( ? ) purpose
o f mind in y o u l o n g before y o u a r r i ved where I was l iving in
Clarke to move to tha t p lace . You say " t h a t you were decided by Riece
fTatom and others" , i t seems to mesgpoass ae t h a t any pe rson of
discernment ( a f t e r b e i n g a week in the neighborhood and most of the
houses as y o u were ) to be decieved. You say you made the arrangements
f o r my removal 4p BS. "and tha t you concealed it f r om me to
save m y f e e l i n g s " , i f s o a f t e r m a d e ,o r a f t e r w e arr ived a t Wetumpka
why n o t pay it over to me? Why ho ld it in your own hands and mete
i t out a s you t h o u g h t p r o p e r Why n o t pay i t over t o (me?) i n
Wetumpka t : a t I m i g h t have bought severa l t h i n g s which we needed , Why
n o t when we a r r i v e d on the mountain t h a t I m i g h t have bough t necess‑
a r i e s f o r my f a m i l y . Why a f t e r purchasing Bacon from o l d Mr. Steward
and t e l l i n g h im t h a t y o u p r e t e n d e d a p a r t o f i t f o r me. Why (when b y
your own admission you had the money in your own hands) t e l l me I
eould have a p a r t b y p a y i n g t h e money i n s i x weeks, i f made i n
good f a i t h . Why have so s tud ious l y k e p t the actual amts and a t
another t o b e d i f f e r e n t Why t e l l m e a t one t ime t h a t i t was $143 then
at ano the r t ime to s ta te it was $100 then(?) as you admitted before
t h e o l d Lady and M r. S i v l e y ( 7 ) your son i n law the day before you
moved f rom t h e mountain t h a t it was $130 and now by t h e l a s t statements
to be $123 , if a l l these skxkementsx circumstances were submitted.
to a n y 12 mem dis interesred men to pass u p o n I t h i n k t h e y would
decide t h a t t h e r e was any t h i n g e lse than, good faith in the trans‑
ac t i ons . You can make i t any amt you p lease f o r you have a l l t he p r o f f
i n y o u r own hands and I am( 2 ) w e l l s a t i s fi e d t h a t you would
not scrup le to suppress and conceal f a c t s t h a t would ( ? )
a g a i n s t you r own i n t e r e s t s , f o r I d i s t i n e t l y recollect o n our way u p
t h a t you took t h e g round t h a t t h e r e was no harm te cheat a man when
he was w a t c h i n g you, if such are y o u r sentiments and no doubt t h e y
are y o u would n o t s c r u p l e t o take a d v a n t a g e o f one who y o u t h o u g h t
was easy and c o n fi d i n g t h a t you migh t palm o f f o n him any state‑
ments and h e would be l ieve i t t h a t such was y o u r o p i n i o n . e v e r y
circumstance j u s t i f y me in b e l i e v i n g you though t ( n o d o u b t ) t h a t I
would believe a n y statement you m i g h t make and n o t h i n g would be s a i d
and y o u make a hsndsome 4 phoebe by the transactions I j u s t as
soon be l ieve t h a t you col lected 230 as the amt “ y o u say t h a t you
have y o u say you" have no reco l l ec t i on o f s a y i n g t o any one tha t i t
was done", i f to my f r i e n d D r . K i t t r e l l you d i d not express ly say so
b y y o u r manner o f speak ing you created t h a t i m p r e s s i o n o n h i s mind
and I have n o t t h e l e a s t doubt such was y o u r i n t e n t i o n f o r y o u have
a g r e a t d e s i r e to be though t ag r e a t man. A circumstance j u s t occurs
to me h e r e which should have mafmxre been be fo re mentioned v i z . you
s ta te t h e amt co l lec ted in Mobile to be $54 (Punch?) say 35 or 36 i f
made“in good f a i t h " why d i d you conceal it f rom me and never ment ion
it u n t i l I have w r i t t e n to and obtained from (Cosso?)Punch(?) the
amt so co l lec ted I am of o p i n i o n had I no t g o t in fo rmat ion as I d i d
I should never heard f rom y o u anyth ing about i t and I v e r i l y
believe the a r t i c l e s you go t m ei n Mobile were bought wi th t h a t
money and t h a t i t was y o u r i n t e n t i o n t o have s a i d n o t h i n g about i t .
ee shew good the I w i l l a lso remark here t h a t you w e l l r e c ‑
o l l e c t our t e l l i n g you t h a t i f we came w i t h you to the mountain and
you should afterwards move a g a i n we would fo l low you no f u r t h e r
when y o u sa id vou had reso lved to s e t t l e f o r l i f e and was d e t e r ‑
mined to move no more.
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'1oss &tx not thts then shnw a ftrort plrrpogo i,o settl,6 on the nount*
aL"r bafor¤ 3tg tleetdg* !g qovet yfir say that fi a part of the aat tlae
eolleetad for the "olC Larlyr'r havc :rou gl.van h*r any of the non*y sr
a:rryth*ne ln r-ts pl,*ce probably you thtnk the ttne she statd at yoirr
hcrrse *nd rtdl*ff 'Jp tn y:ror GL;r -',r*u}rl tnount to her part. Ycnr say
ycnr have offered her a ?:olrs Ln your hsuee and (-?-) offer rsouleS
se*r! to lnply thst sh* had no hoal¤ or tbat I $as anxtors to get rld
of hen tf you do tnply an .lgf,ggglgg fal,sehood or rnore pnobably yorr
thtnfr you sould eo nrreh better exeuse for oegglng on the credtt of
her neme and approprLatl.n6 lt to your own uso as I have doubt you trcuLd
do or put her ':,pon thc pertshl

I{sTEr l}ra above letter was not flnlsh*d end not slgnad* Evt,dently
lt $as nerer mlled. It 1E ny bellof, that Lt r¤e wrl,tten by John
l"il,rray ;]egussl sorl of l{tlltarn i)agues and hls seeond wtfel Sarah
illcks. ft rsas evldentlv r'rttten to the person rgho neruusded hlm toHtckg. It rms'evldently wrttten to the person sho t:ersuaded hln
lesve Slarko Caunty. llLabasa and nrcnsvcn to Cherokee County, Alesve Slarko Ccuntyy llLabasa and nrcnovcn to Cherokee Countyl Alabsn*,
Ttrg ttaxtrsns lLlneee of Darrld,rr. no doubtr refaFred to hlr Boilr ""l*lrLdI rlo doubtl nsfarred..to hlr so$r ""l*lrLdIt i  t  l f l ,  r4LrL f r r t , t  I l l t lEa t t t t l  - { r r . ,  l r l . t  a ] \ , r - l t  . rH lV t r

Klng Feguesr lhe *old Isdyu lras no doubtr Tablthe (I,edbetten) I(lngrAIiIS J-l3E|llttatt !3ll: lr lrr rSLrJ g¤f I '  t l t/ uvrr.ts bl loyl i. la(l \ugr.lr l:t t sctr', .r lta6t

rrho rnse the !.fothen of htE vt fel S,Ilza Tabttha 5lnel It La, ny oplqton
that thls lotter wag srttten $g Rav. l4ason Slaley Lyonl utroee wtfa'r,r .*14 rrqsY a r=a-rlrfl rl*,c|.||rEJ st\tatt vrrlv-rkr l|rJ.r
r..ac l"1argaret Ann Klngl a slster to abova uentl,qn¤d1 _Ellza Tabttha
Ht*g. lioth famtl"tes ai-e sh*wn ln 1850 iJ..1. Censue irf Cherokee Cor;
A1*r &Lls,r IEholri of l4ason lagad f6r born Ylrglnt* r*as llstad tn the heuse-

It-re frl'lrr liavtdeonft refemed te tn thts lattsr rsae gvtdentLyl Rlchsond
ilavl,daon r*ro aarrtal l:1gy llteks I'egues; a glster of Jalrn l&rray Fegte$r
The 'tfrlend Drr Baldwtafr mentLoned Ln tilg latter. r*rote to Jetra
11. Pegrres fmm ililtxons Hlltrsl t'farch l$ftt 1854nand sent hln trr*nty
Collars. ?uota frou the letterl 'r !'!h¤n yurleft thla prrt of tke countyl
I sas ln hspae (fram the tnrtucsi*snt$ that rdsre held cnt yr* IsItr that
tt :+gEr1d be an aclvantagacus rsove te you; and I arc truly eo:rr1y to
learn that tt ?ras prov$n othertrlsel I thought e$ ysu sqre truetlng
to both a relattve & a brother Hason you sursly eould not be

($lgnad)"A. Bsl.Cwln rf

Fros the book: Tii$ ;fi):.f IiAiiIi,Y. by is$es ts. tyon. Jacksonvtlle.
r'Lorldal f923 (evtrlently prtvafely publtstred)i Qrioterpp. b5*h6-
"itevr liason ?.tsLey Lyon br Falr ilavenl tltr i{ov. 12r -1|g8g narrLed
tiargaret Ann Klngs a .laughter of Javld and Tgbltha (ledbetter) Ktne
at Al.lentq$rr i{. C._l l loveaber lf1 L82t3 tlted-at Austln; fexasr l{ovem-
ber 17r f8Bai aged 8r+ yearsl hurted tn f ;alCwell-  Co,r4tyl-Texas.-
T'?re wtfo vas Lorn tr Aehe Countyr li.C.r liarch ?4r L$039 Cted Knox-
vt l lel  TennesseegAprl l  ?3r 1888;-aged $5 yearsl brqteci at i {noxsl l lep
Tennessee. In 18h9 he ramoved to Alabamal anr Ln 1850 bought a far'u
stx mtleg fron Belfontl tn Jaekson County, the noet of hts Fraa¤h-
lng and teachlrrg was done tn $.C. snd Alabasatt. ffnd quota.

doeetvodt but $1r I have long slnEe lsarned that tlre love af saney
:nakes noie raseal* than sll other caugas a,Jdod tosether. A man thatsa,l{st fior0 POseaI$ fhail &tr.l othef cauBa$ aii{16{t toggEnetrr & $8,$ ttlR'
_._ (?) . ggke (?) alvantage of the necesslt iee of you -|?),"p;rrpose of speeuLattng la a mean man lndeedr rl

T,rre unftnlshed letterl lrrltt¤n !g Joln t{rrev Pczuas (t) vas found
ln the papsrs of hts tr*o C+ughtersg Luey $trother irgzues llorrng and
llartha litnq iresres. 0n thts rlata thts letter. aloas r.'tth the ortstllartha litng iregtes. -0n thts rlate thts letterl a.'oag r*lth the oqlgtnaLl.eltter fron :irr Ar (Aaron Balilr*rtn) are tn my-Fossessqon. Tfte 18f:O
Cgns'rs of .fuclrsan #o., lLlar has l,iason R. Lyonr Ttre f 87f) fens:tg of l.lnd-
f eon Co..  Aln".  h*E the fa*{1v of : ' "s,son ; l -  Lv6n. F;r f  r lgnt l rr  hrr  rnowpri-
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Moes t h k x not t h i s then shew a fi x e d purpose to s e t t l e on t h e mount‑
a i n before we decided to move! You say t h a t “ a part. of the amt was
co l lec ted f o r the " o l d Lady", have you g iven h e r any of the money or
a n y t h i n g i n t t s p l a c e probabi you t h i the t i m e she s t a i d a t y o u r
house and r i d i n g u p i n yuor G i g would amount t o h e r p a r t . You say
you have o f f e r e d h e r a home i n you r house and (__?__) o f f e r would
seem to i m p l y t h a t she had no home or t h a t .I was anxious to get r i dof h e r if y o u do i m p l y an infamous i or more probably y o u
th ink y o u would so much b e t t e r excuse fo r begging on the c red i t of
h e r name and a p p r o p r i a t i n g i t t o y o u r own use a s I have doubt you would
d o o r p u t h e r upon the p a r i s h ! e | 4049

e a t

NOTEs. The above l e t t e r was not fi n i s h e dand not s igned. Evident ly
it was never mailed. It is myb e l i e f that it was w r i t t e n by John
Murray Pegues, son of William Pegues and h i s second wi fe , Sarah |
Hicks. I t was e v i d e n t l y wr i t ten t o the person who persuaced him t o . . .
leave Clarke County, Alabama and "remove" to Cherokee County, Alabama.
The “extreme t l l ness of David", no doubt, referred to h i s son, d a v i d|
K i n g Peguese The " o l d Lady" was no doubt, Tabitha (Ledbetter) K ing ,
who was t h e Mother of h i s wifey Eliza Tabitha King . It 1s myopinion
t h a t t h i s l e t t e r was. w r i t t e nt o Rev. Mason Ris ley Lyon, whose wife
was Margare t Ann K i n g , a s i s t e r to above mentioned, Bliza Tabithe
Kinge Soth fam i l i es are shown in 1850 U.S. Census o f Cherokee Coe,
Alas . gaged 76, born V i r g i n i a was l i s t e d i n the house‑
ho ld o som Re Lyone yn , ;

The "Mrs Davidson" referred to in t h i s le t ter was ev iden t l y, Richmond
Davidson who married Lucy Hicks Pegues, a s i s t e r of John Murray Pesues.
The " f r i e n d Dre Baldwin" mentioned i n .this l e t t e r , wrote to John
Me Pegues from “Dixons Mi l l s , March 18th, 1854"and sent him twenty
do l la rs . Quote from the l e t t e r : " “hen y o u l e f t t h i s p a r t o f the county,
I was in hopes ( f r o m the tnducements t h a t were he ld out yo you, that
it would bé an advantageous move to you, and I am t r u l y sor ry t o ’
l e a r n t h a t it has proven otherwise, I thought .as you were t r u s t i n g
t o both a r e l a t i v e & a brother Mason you su re l y could not b e
deceived, b u t S i r I have long since learned that the love of money
makes more rasea l s than a l l other causes added toge the r. A man t h a t

(2?) advantage o f the n e c e s s i t i e so f you . ( ?
p u r p o s eof specula t ing is a mean man indeed. "

(Signed)"A. Baldwin "
From the book: THE LYON FAMILY, by James 3B. Lyon, Jacksonvil le,
Flor ida, 1923 (ev ident ly privately publ ished): Quotespp. 45‐46
"Reve Mason R i s l e y L y o nbe F a i r Haven, V t , Nove 12, 17983 married
Margaret Ann King, a daughter o f Davia a n dTebitha ( L e d b e t t e r ) K ing
at Allentown, 4. é, , November 15, 16215 died at Austin, Texas, ‘ovem‑
b e r 17, 1882, aged gh, years ; burted in Caldwell County, Texase
The w i f e was t o r n in Ashe County, N.C., March 24 1703} dted Knox‑
v i l l e , TennesseeeApril 23, 1888, aged Be years burted at Knoxville,
Tennesseese In 1849 he removed to Alabama, and in 1850 bought a farm
s i x miles from Belfont, in Jackson Coun ty. The most of his preach ‑
i n g and teaching was done in N.C. and Alabama". End quote.
The unfinished l e t t e r othiben aoa ee ( ? ) was found
in the papers of h i s two aug ey ucy S rother Facies Young and
Martha K i n g Pegues . O n t h i s date t h i s l e t t e r , alone the o r i g i n a l
L e t t e r f rom D r . A . ( A a r o n B a l d w i n ) a r e tn my possess ton . The 1860
Census of Jackson Co. , Alas has Mason Re Lyon . The 1870 Census of Made
f e o n Co.. . A l a s . h a s t h e f a m i l v o f M a s o n 8 . L v o n . E v i d e n t i v h e m o v e d .
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Copy o f  a  le t te r  addressec i  to t

Choctar,r Corner ALa
Feby 6

l,l1ss iufartha K Pegues
Gaylevi l le
Cherokee Co
A1a

Choctaw Corner Feby 5th 1851

l"fy Dear l"Iiss l,fartha

f  have been in possesion of  ; re11p let ter  unCer date of  i ' {ov 1l  LBIO,
for sorae time &nci. hsys been raelghtj-ng for Something of interest to
write you in answer unti11 I fear you wil l thlnk that f have for-
gotten }" fy promise, a l l t t le over one year has gone by Since I  had
the pleasure of Seeing you all in r. 'rhlch time f have often thawt of
you and thavt of the pleasant d.ays and evenings that f have Spent
with you. f am Stil l  at the Choctaw Corner r,rith one a.l.. l i t ion to W
Stock of  Chi lCren, I ly  1---  now near ly one year o1d and is a f ine
R' l . ' r  arza4 Rny ooo¤d Luther,  the other chl ldren is al l  St i11 f inev J  v  \ r  v v .

gror+ing chi lCren and the three oldest is going to School  Chr istopher
and John can Spe11 and reacl  verry we11, I : . ' i i l ton has just .commenced
going this year.  Chr istopher and John of ten talks of  you al l  an, l  in
pas t Aunt Pegues anc John Pegues We have had (some chanEes?)
in our Set.F, lement Sense you lef t ,  _ of  Pine i { i l l  l ives
near us an,i rrre are now (- 1ng?)'fff i tf i ff i?mstrong and his
family to Flove in the }louses where you lived Brother Arrnstrong is to
preach for us as the present year .lhe most of your old acqualnt-
ance among the young lacies is St i l l  Single gne gI  two except lons
which I w111 name Jane Boutwell l '4ary _et(?) anC Catherine Walker,
Jane Boutwell l, iarried a l '{ethodist ppacher by the name of Carstra-
phen l4ary Pilot to John 'rlynn and Catherlne Walker to Jesse Drlnkard,
and to Cap the Marriages I must inform you of Brother Gilmores who
is l . larr led to a l " i iss Slack f rom l4iss.  There has been a good Many
fami l ies i . {oved from our Sett lement to Texas the present Season amono
rrhorne ''ras two of I'ly Brothers:, Thos and- Joseph ancl by the by I just
recol lect  that  Joseph has been l larr ied Sense you lef t  to a l ' i lss
Onea1r Father and } , iother is St1l1 l iv ing at  the game place and is
Enjoying as good heal th as is usual  for  people of  their  age Mother
wishes to be renembered to Grand"mother 'King ana Aunt Pegues.
Sister l ia l lnda is St i l1 l iv ing near l ' le but not at  the Same place
She is wel l  and has another son named Joseph,
Sister Hi l lyer Sinr is her love _ you al l  and requ.ests that  you
vroul-C write to her at this 0ffice, anri She wil l r,nrrite you in return,
I  have nothing else of  lnterest  to l r l te at  th is t i .me f  wlshed to
be remenbered to Grand l lother King Sister Pegues, El izabeth,  Ann and
all the rest of the Farnily anti you r,.ri l l  please accept of t.y best
wishes for your self , nri_ '.:, l.ie aeain ;1fi
anq

f , wrl_ ' . : . ,  l ie agaln anC let 
",fe 

know horr you
So I  r , r i l1  c lose for  the present  by Subs(cr ib ine

uy name6y6ffiiend anc obedeant Servant
n t  by  Subs(c r ib ine?)

El lzabeth Hearon

Copy of a l e t t e r addressed t o :

Choctaw C o r n e r A l a
Feby 6

M i s s Mar tha K Pegues
G a y l e v i l l e
Cherokee Co
A l a

Choctaw C o r n e r Feby 5th 1851
My Dear Miss Martha

I have been i n p o s s e s i o n o f y o u r l e t t e r under da te o f Nov 1 3 1850,
f o r some t i m e and have b e e n w e i g h t i n g f o r S o m e t h i n g o f i n t e r e s t t o
w r i t e y o u in answer u n t i l l I f e a r y o u w i l l t h i n k t h a t I have f o r ‑
g o t t e n M y p r o m i s e , a l i t t l e o v e r one y e a r h a s gone b y S i n c e I had
t h e p l e a s u r e o f S e e i n g y o u a l l i n wh ich t i m e I have o f t e n t h a w t o f
y o u a n d t h a w t o f t h e p l e a s a n t days and e v e n i n g s t h a t I h a v e S p e n t
w i t h y o u . I a m S t i l l a t t h e Choctaw C o r n e r w i t h one a d d i t i o n t o M y
S t o c k o f C h i l d r e n , M y 1 - - - now n e a r l y one y e a r o l d and i s a fi n e
Blu__ eyed Boy named Lu ther, t h e o t h e r c h i l d r e n i s a l l S t i l l fi n e
g r o w i n g c h i l c r e n a n d t h e t h r e e o l d e s t i s g o i n g t o S c h o o l C h r i s t o p h e r
and John can S p e l l and r e a d v e r r y w e l l , M i l t o n has j u s t commenced
g o i n g t h i s y e a r . C h r i s t o p h e r and John o f t e n t a l k s o f y o u a l l a n d i n
past Aunt Pegues a n d John Pegues We have had (some changes?)
i n ou r S e t t l e m e n t Sense y o u l e f t , o f P i n e H i l l l i v e s
n e a r u s and w e a r e now ( _ _ i n g ? ) f o r B r o t h e r A r m s t r o n g and h i s 7
f a m i l y t o Move i n t h e Houses where y o u l i v e d B r o t h e r A r m s t r o n g i s t o
p r e a c h f o r u s a s t h e p r e s e n t y e a r The most o f y o u r o l d a c q u a i n t ‑
ance among t h e young l a d i e s i s S t i l l S i n g l e one o r two e x c e p t i o n s
w h i c h I w i l l name Jane B o u t w e l l Mary __a@t(?) a n dCather ine Walker,
Jane B o u t w e l l M a r r i e d a M e t h o d i s t p reache r b y t h e name o f C a r s t r a ‑
p h e n Mary P i l o t t o J o h n Wynn and C a t h e r i n e Walker t o Jesse Dr inkard,
and t o Cap t h e M a r r i a g e s I must i n f o r m y o u o f B r o t h e r Gi lmores who
i s M a r r i e d t o a M i s s S l a c k f r o m M i s s . There has been a g o o d Many
f a m i l i e s Moved f r o m o u r S e t t l e m e n t t o Texas t h e p r e s e n t Season among
whome was two o f My Bro thers , Thos a n d Joseph a n d by t h e by I j u s t
r e c o l l e c t t h a t Joseph has been M a r r i e d Sense y o u l e f t t o a M i s s
Oneal, F a t h e r a n d M o t h e r is S t i l l l i v i n g at t h e Same p l a c e a n d is
E n j o y i n g a s good h e a l t h a s i s u s u a l f o r peop le o f t h e i r age Mother
w i shes to be remembered to Grandmother ‘ K i n g a n d A u n t Pegues .
S i s t e r Ma l inda is S t i l l l i v i n g n e a r Me b u t n o t a t t h e Same p l a c e
She i s w e l l a n d h a s a n o t h e r s o n named Joseph,
S i s t e r H i l l y e r S i n d s h e r l o v e y o u a l l and r e q u e s t s t h a t y o u
would w r i t e to h e r at t h i s Office, and She w i l l w r i t e y o u in re turn ,
I have n o t h i n g e l s e o f i n t e r e s t t o w r i t e a t t h i s t i m e I wished t o
be remembered to Grand Mo the r K i n g S i s t e r Pegues, Elizabeth, Ann and
a l l t h e r e s t of t h e Family an¢ y o u w i l l please a c c e p t of My’b e s t
w i s h e s f o r y o u r s e l f , wr i__ 6 4 M e a g a i n a n d l e t M e know how y o u
and So I w i l l c l ose f o r t h e p r e s e n t by Subs(cr ib ing?)
My name as y o u r f r i e n d and obedeant Servant ~

E l i z a b e t h Hearon



Notes on letter to Miss l"fartha K. (King) Pegues from Ellzabeth Hearon

lJuly 2, L957

The or lg inal  let ter  ls  1n the possesslon of :
Mrs. Tnez J. l'frrphy (lcrs. James J. )
3t+05 19th Avenue
Sheffieldl Alabama 3566O

Martha K. Pegues was a daughter of John Murray Pegues and Eliza
Tabltha Klne Pegues.

The rrAunt Peguedr was, no doubt, Marthars nother.
John Pegues was probably Marthars brother, John l,furray Pegues, Jr.
Grand Mother IOng was Tabltha Klng (wee Ledbetter), and Mother
of Ellza Tabttha King Pegues.
rrSlster Peguestt  may have been an older s ister of  Ffarthars or else
another reference to Marthars Mother.
rrEllzabeth and Annfr were sisters of Marthars.

I do not know lf the terms frAuntfr and lGrand Motherrr stgnlfied
a blood klnshlpr or lf they were only terms of affectlonate
respec t .

I have underscored letters that are not plaln and have put blank -.\.,
spaces rohere the words are either faded or holes ln the fold of
the let ter .

I do not know El-izabeth Hearonrs maiden naner so do not know the
surnane of her brothers.

Martha K. Pegues was a slster of Lucy Strother Pezues Young,
the latter, Grandnother of Inez, J, Iftrphy.

Tnez J. lfurphy

Notes o n l e t t e r t o Miss Martha K . (K ing) Pegues f r o m E l i z a b e t h Hearon

J u l y 2,- 1967
The o r i g i n a l l e t t e r i s i n t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f :
M r s . I n e z J. Murphy (M r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue
She f fi e l d , Alabama 35660
Martha K . Pegues was a d a u g h t e r o f John M u r r a y Pegues and E l i z a
Tab i tha K i ng Pegues.

The "Aunt Pegues" was, no doubt, Martha 's mo t he r.
John Pegues was p r o b a b l y Mar tha ' s b r o t h e r , J ohn M u r r a y Pegues, J r .
Grand Mother K i n g was Tab i tha K i n g (Nee Ledbetter) , and Mother
o f E l i z a Tab i t ha K i ng Pegues .

" S i s t e r Pegues" may have been an o l d e r s i s t e r o f Mar tha 's or e l s e
ano the r r e f e r e n c e t o Martha 's Mother.

"E l i z abe th and Ann" were s i s t e r s o f Ma r t ha ' s .

I d o n o t know i f t h e terms "Aunt" and "Grand Mother" s i g n i fi e d
a b l o o d k i n s h i p , o r i f t h e y were o n l y terms o f a f f e c t i o n a t e
respec t .

I have unde r s co r ed l e t t e r s t h a t a r e n o t p l a i n and have p u t b l a n k
spaces where t h e words a r e e i t h e r faded or h o l e s in t h e f o l d o f
t h e l e t t e r .

I d o n o t know E l i z a b e t h Hearon's maiden name, s o d o no t know t h e
surname o f h e r b r o t h e r s .

Martha K . Pegues was a s i s t e r o f Luc y S t r o t h e r Pegues Young,
t h e l a t t e r , Grandmother of I n e z . J. Murphy.

I n e zJ. Murphy
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Spring Creek Cherokee Cty A1a
olt r5trr 1B5t

Dear Sir \r

Yours of the 9th of July I recd about 3 
' ' .ueeks after date and lt

should have been answered before th ls but for  c i rcumstances beyond
my control among then the extreme il lness of David with pnetlmonia.
I -ansr . *e r  l t  to  cor rec t  ( to  say  the  leas t )  severa l  m is takes  and mis -
statements in yours. You say: that you never thought of induelng me
to remove i:.nti l  you last visit to Clarke when yo'J rrrished the o1d
Lady to come up r+ith you r+hen my family decided She eould not unless
they were to eome also ? . l i loinr Sir a plain statement of a few
facls (rorhich you have hardFforgotten) srritt put d"own this State-
ment and brand it as false. You surely have not forgotten that on
your flrdt trip to Clarke that yoy staid a night at Clannahams not
fat from Choctar* Corner r,rhen you told hlm that you had eome to nove
me up to to Ringold & enqrriring r'rhat he rsould. take for a mule to aid
me in moving Yor:"  must certainly reeol lect  te l l lng Mr.  Campbel ls fami ly
that was vour intehtion and the same to Mr. Davidsft,n and family,
have you forgotten also of  rnr ishing me to dismiss my sehool  sel l  a l l
but one BeC and go right off r ' ,r ith four We 'niere then living near Mr,
Davidson. No Sir  -  you have not forgotten these thingsl  0r  i f  you have,
yours is a very eonvenlent accomrnodating memory indeed l Only to
treasure up such as sui ts your convenlenee I t11 t ry to refresh
your memory in two or three other particulars. On your second trip
you sti1l harped upon the srrbject of removal, that you wlshed to
take the o1d Lady along with you and that we could get ready and
move up in the fall or rpinfsr. You cant have forgotten that you
urished to send her on before you some where on the ruay by Steam
Boat consi.gned to some one as you vrould a bale of goods.?Ih.en I
objected and told lrou She either vrent tn your company or she did not
ff. at all you returned without he?. 0n your third and last trip
the Song stl1l r, ias reinovee rrrhyl S1r you had not been in the house
half an hour before you began the subjecto folr stated that you had
found thg very plaee for us healthy, good lands that would oroduce
25 to l0 Bs of  corn to the acre,  exeel lent  water and as heal thy as
any part  of  the wor ld,  recol lect  you not? that  I  posi t lvely and
unhesitatingly refused to got My family one and all you well know
opposed l t  f rom f i rst  to last l  This you cant have forgotten. With a.11
these facts before YOrr how can you consistent ly wl th t ruth say
that untl l my family had deeided to nove you never thoughi of it.
Why has it been the theme of your letters frorn the time we came to
Alabama to the tine of our i l1 fated removal - you say that you had
not purchased nor determined to move to the mountaln untiL we
determined to rnove. hoi,r does this agree r,.rith your statement made to
my friend Dr. Baldrnrln who enquired rnrhether you had bought the land
or no you said that you had and told him that the Land r*'orld pro-
duce 25 to *30 Bs of  corn to the acre.  have you forgotten te111ng
Mrs. Price in Weturnpka that you had been trying for ten or f ifteen
years to get the t r r ro fami l ies together and that you had at  last
suceeededo i f  as you say you had not deternined to move to the
mountain unt i l  f  determined to come up, tshy urge me so earnest ly
as you dld? ],rtrtry say that you would furnish the groceries ( and
that v,ras the ob;ject th.at tooi< trou to 14obi1e) Hendrix rrrorrld
st- lnply the drv goods and you were to sel l  them and share the profi ts

S p r i n g C r e e k Cherokee C t y A l a
Oct. 25th. 1652

Dea r . o i r

You r s o f t he 9th o f J u l y I r eed about 3 weeks a f t e r date and i t
s h ou l d ha ve been answered b e f o r e t h i s b u t f o r c i r c ums t a n ce s beyond
my c o n t r o l among them t h e extreme i l l n e s s of Dav id w i t h pneumonia .
I answer i t t o c o r r e c t ( t o say t h e l e a s t ) s e v e r a l m is takes and m i s ‑
statements in y o u r s . You s a y , t h a t y o u n e v e r t h o u g h t of i n d u c i n g me
to remove u n t i l y o u l a s t v i s i t to C l a r k e when you w i shed t h e o l d
Lady t o come up w i t h y o u when my f a m i l y dec i ded She c o u l d n o t u n l e s s
t h e y were to come a l s o ? . Now S i r a p l a i n statement of a few
f a c t s ( w h i c h y o u have h a r d l y f o r g o t t e n ) s h a l l p u t down t h i s S t a t e ‑
ment and brand i t a s f a l s e . You s u r e l y have n o t f o r g o t t e n t h a t o n
y o u r fi r d é t t r i p to C l a r k e t h a t y o y s t a i d a n i g h t at Clannahams n o t
f a r f r o m Choctaw Co r n e r when you t o l d h i m t h a t y o u had come to move
m e u p t o t o R i n g o l d & e n q u i r i n g what h e wou ld t a k e f o r a mule t o a i d
m e i n mo v i n g You must c e r t a i n l y r e c o l l e c t t e l l i n g M r . Campbel ls f a m i l y
t h a t was y o u r i n t e h t i o n and t h e same t o M r . Dav i dson and f a m i l y ,
have y o u f o r g o t t e n a l s o o f w i s h i n g m e t o d ismiss m y schoo l s e l l a l l
b u t one Bed and g o r i g h t o f f w i t h y o u . W e were t h e n l i v i n g n e a r M r .
Davidson. No S i r - y o u have n o t f o r g o t t e n these t h i n g s ! Or i f y o u have,
y o u r s i s a v e r y conven i en t a c commoda t i n g memory i ndeed ! On l y t o
t reasure up such as s u i t s y o u r conven ience - I ' l l t r y to r e f r e s h
y o u r memory i n two o r t h r e e o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r s . O n y o u r second t r i p
you s t i l l ha rped u p o n t h e s u b j e c t of removal, t h a t y ou wished to
t a k e t h e o l d Lady a l o n g w i t h y ou and t h a t w e c o u l d g e t r e a d y and
move u p i n t h e f a l l o r w i n t e r . You can t have f o r g o t t e n t h a t y o u
wished to send h e r on b e f o r e y o u some where on t h e way by Steam
Bo a t cons igned to some one as y o u wou ld a b a l e of goods.When I
o b j e c t e d and t o l d y o u She e i t h e r went i n y o u r company o r she did not
g o a t a l l y o u r e t u r n e d w i t h o u t h e r . O n y o u r t h i r d and l a s t t r i p
t h e Song s t i l l was remove, why! S i r y o u had n o t been in t h e house
h a l f a n h o u r b e f o r e y o u began t h e s u b j e c t . y o u s t a t e d t h a t y o u had
f o u nd the v e r y p l a c e f o r u s h e a l t h y , good l a nd s t h a t wou ld p roduce
2 5 t o 3 0 B s o f c o r n t o t h e ac re , e x c e l l e n t water and a s h e a l t h y a s
any p a r t o f t h e world, r e c o l l e c t y o u no t ? t h a t I p o s i t i v e l y and
u n h e s i t a t i n g l y r e f u s e d t o g o l M y f a m i l y one and a l l y o u w e l l know
opposed i t f r om fi r s t t o l a s t ! Th i s y o u can t have f o r g o t t e n . W i t h a l l
t h ese f a c t s b e f o r e y o u , how can y o u c o n s i s t e n t l y w i t h t r u t h s a y
t h a t u n t i l my f am i l y had decided to move you never t h ough t of i t .
Why has i t b een t h e theme o f y o u r l e t t e r s f r o m t h e t i m e w e came t o
Alabama to t h e t ime of our i l l f a t e d removal ~ y o u s a y t h a t y o u had
n o t pu r chased n o r de t e rm ined t o move t o t h e moun ta i n u n t i l we
de te rmined to move. how does t h i s a g r e e w i t h y o u r statement made to
my f r i e n d D r . Ba ldw in who enqu i r e d whether you had bough t t h e l a n d
or no y o u s a i d t h a t y o u h a d and t o l d h im t h a t t h e Land wou ld p r o ‑
duce 2 5 t o 3 0 B s o f c o r n t o t h e a c r e . have you f o r g o t t e n t e l l i n g
M r s . P r i c e in Wetumpka t h a t y o u had been t r y i n g f o r t e n or fi f t e e n
y e a r s t o g e t t h e two f a m i l i e s t o g e t h e r and t h a t y o u had a t l a s t
succeeded, if as y o u s a y y o u had n o t determined to move to t h e
moun ta i n u n t i l I de te rmined to come u p , why u r g e me so e a r n e s t l y
a s y o u d id? Why say t h a t y o u wou ld f u r n i s h t h e g r o c e r i e s ( and
t h a t was t h e o b j e c t t h a t t o o k y o u t o M o b i l e ) _ . H e n d r i x would
s u p p l y t h e d r y goods and y o u were t o s e l l them and share t h e p r o fi t s
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.nrhy have a.n understandlng rnrith leice (!eiee/.t that YOr r*ere either
to"buy or tracie for f ive-years?-a11 thtt shor.{s a fixed (?) purfiose
of mind in ;rou long before you arri.ved. tshere I was l lving in
Clarke to move to that  p lace. You say | t that  you were decided by l iece
Taton and othersrt :  i t  seems to me impossible that  any person o!
discernment (af ter  belng & r*¤¤k 1n the neighborhood. and most of  the
horlses as you were) to be decieved. You say you made the arrangenents
for my removal in geod faith rtand that you concealed lt from me to
save my feel ingsrr ,  l f  so af ter  rnade: or af ter  r , re arr ived at  Wetumpka
rrhy not pay it over to me? Why hold it 1n your o'rm hands and mete
i t  out  a l  you thought proper Wfry not nay i - t  over to (me?) in
t{etumpka tlrat I mlght have bo'rght se-,reral things r.,rhich r,re needed. f. i lhy
not r+hen we arrived on the mo:rntain that I might have bought neeess-
arles for my famlly. Why after purchasing Baeon fron old I 'tr. Ste'nrard
and tell ins him thit you pretended a part of lt for rne. Wh;r (r^rhen by
your oqm aCmission you had the money in your own hands) tell me I
eould have a part by paying the money in six weeks, if made in
good faith. l,^lhy have so studiously kept the acttral ant. and at
inother to be different l,,thy tell me at one time that it was $ft+3 then
at another t lme to state i t  r , ras,$fOO t l rpn(?) as you admtt ted before
the old Lady and Mr.  Siv ley (?) your son in law the day before you
moved from the mountain that it was .$130 and nor.^r by the last statements
to be $fe3 o if all these xtxtemadsx circrrrnstances r.{¤r¤ subnitted
to anlr 12 xem disinteresred men to pass upon I think they rnrould
decide that there was any thing else than, sood. faith in the trans-
aetions. You ean rnake it any amt you please for you have all the proff
in yorrr orrn hands and f am( t ) rr¤1l satisfied that;1611 l.reqfd
not scruple to suppress ano f f i?f  facts that  would rni l i late (?)
against  your own interests,  for  I  d ist inct ly recol lect  on our rday up
that ;.'ou took the ground that there r,qas no harm to chea.t a man when \7
he lras r.+atching yoor if such are your sentircents and no Coubt they
are you urorild not scruple to take advantage of one who you thought
\^-ros easy and confidlng that you might palm off on him any state-
ments and he r.rould" believe it that sueh r,r 'as your opinlon. every
cireumstance just i fy me in bel ieving you thought (no doubt)  that  I
lrorrld Felieve any statement you might make and nothing would be said
and you make a hsndsorne speculation by the transaction. I just as
soon belleve that you colleeted 2lO as the amt ttyou say that you
have you say youtr have no reeollection of saying to any one that it
r ras donetr ,  1f  to my fr iend Dr.  Ki t t re l l  you did not expressly say so
by yor:r me-nner of speaking you created that impression on his mind
and T have not the lea.st doubt such was your intention for you have
a great desire to be thoirght a great @. A circumsta.nee j r i i r t  occurs
to me here r,vhich should have betrsxc been before mentioned viz. you
state the ant eol lected in Mobi le to be i i$54 (Frrnch?) say 35 or 36 i f
madetri-n good faithrr r,rrhy dld you conceal lt from me and never mentlon
i t  unt i l  f  haue r .ur i t ten to and obtalned from (Cosso?) $rneh(?) the
amt so col leeted f  an of  opinion had I  not  got informat ion as I  d id
I should never heard from you anything about it and I verily
believe the articles you got me in Mobil¤ T,.r¤r¤ bought with that
money and that it rrras your intentlon to have said nothlng about i.t.
This sher,,r Eood faith. I r.+111- also rernark here that you well rec-
ollect our te]-l ing you that if rrre eame r,r, ' l th you to the mountain and
you should afterr+a.rd-s move aga.1n lore vrould follor'r you no further
when you sai t l  l rou had resolved to set t le for '  I l fe and was deter-  v
nined to move no more.
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why have a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h Peice (Reice# t h a t y o u were e i t h e r
t o b u y o r t r a d e f o r fi v e years? a l l t h a t shows a fi x e d ( ? ) p u r p o s e
o f mind i n y o u l o n g b e f o r e y o u a r r i v e d where I was l i v i n g i n
C l a r k e to move to t h a t p l a c e . You s a y " t h a t y o u were dec ided by Riece
Tatom and o the rs " , i t seems t o m e i m p o s s i b l e t h a t a n y p e r s o n o f
d iscernment ( a f t e r b e i n g a week i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d and most o f t h e
houses as y o u w e r e ) to be dec ieved. You s a y y o u made t h e arrangements
f o r my remova l in ggod f a i t h "and t h a t y o u concea led i t f r o m me to
save m y f e e l i n g s " , i f s o a f t e r made, o r a f t e r w e a r r i v e d a t Wetumpka
why n o t p a y i t o v e r to me? Why h o l d i t in y o u r own hands a n d mete
i t o u t a s y o u t h o u g h t p r o p e r Why n o t p a y i t o v e r t o (me?) i n
Wetumpka t h a t I m i g h t have b o u g h t s e v e r a l t h i n g s wh ich we needed. Why
n o t when w e a r r i v e d o n t h e m o u n t a i n t h a t I m i g h t h a v e b o u g h t n e c e s s ‑
a r i e s f o r m y f a m i l y . Why a f t e r p u r c h a s i n g Bacon f r o m o l d M r . Steward
a n d t e l l i n g h i m t h a t y o u p r e t e n d e d a p a r t o f i t f o r me. Why (when b y
y o u r own adm iss i on y o u h a d t h e money i n y o u r own hands ) t e l l me I
c o u l d h a v e a p a r t b y p a v i n g t h e money i n s i x weeks, i f made i n
good f a i t h . Why have s o s t u d i o u s l y k e p t t h e a c t u a l amt. and a t
a n o t h e r t o b e d i f f e r e n t Why t e l l m e a t one t i m e t h a t i t was $143 t h e n
a t a n o t h e r t i m e t o s t a t e i t was $100 t h e n ( ? ) a s y o u a d m i t t e d b e f o r e
t h e o l d Lady and M r . S i v l e y ( ? ) y o u r s o n i n l a w t h e day b e f o r e y o u
moved f r o m t h e m o u n t a i n t h a t it was $130 and now by t h e l a s t statements
t o b e $123 , i f a l l t h e s e skxkemenksx c i r c u m s t a n c e s were s u b m i t t e d
t o a n y 1 2 men d i s i n t e r e s r e d men t o p a s s u p o n I t h i n k t h e y would
d e c i d e t h a t t h e r e was a n y t h i n g e l s e t h a n , good f a i t h i n t h e t r a n s ‑
a c t i o n s . Yo u c a n make i t a n y amt y o u p l e a s e f o r you have a l l t h e v r o f f
i n y o u r own hands a n d I am( ? _ _ ) w e l l s a t i s fi e d t h a t y o u wou ld
n o t s c r u p l e to suppress and concea l f a c t s t h a t would m i l i t a t e ( ? )
a g a i n s t y o u r own i n t e r e s t s , f o r I d i s t i n c t l y r e c o l l e c t o n o u r way u p
t h a t y o u t o o k t h e g r o u n d t h a t t h e r e was n o h a r m t o c h e a t a man when
h e was w a t c h i n g y o u , i f such a r e y o u r s e n t i m e n t s and n o d o u b t t h e y
a r e y o u would n o t s c r u p l e t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f one who y o u t h o u g h t
was easy and c o n fi d i n g t h a t y o u m i g h t pa lm o f f o n h i m a n y s t a t e ‑
ments a n d h e wou ld b e l i e v e i t t h a t such was y o u r o p i n i o n . e v e r y
c i r c u m s t a n c e j u s t i f y m e i n b e l i e v i n g y o u t h o u g h t ( n o d o u b t ) t h a t I
would believe a n y s ta tement y o u m i g h t make and n o t h i n g would be s a i d
and y o u make a hsndsome s p e c u l a t i o n b y t h e t r a n s a c t i o n . I j u s t a s
soon b e l i e v e t h a t y o u c o l l e c t e d 230 a s t h e amt " y o u s a y t h a t y o u
have y o u s a y y o u " have n o r e c o l l e c t i o n o f s a y i n g t o a n y one t h a t i t
was done", i f t o m y f r i e n d D r . K i t t r e l l y o u d i d n o t e x p r e s s l y s a y s o
b y vour manner o f s p e a k i n g y o u c rea ted t h a t i m p r e s s i o n o n h i s mind
and I h a v e n o t t h e l e a s t d o u b t s u c h was y o u r i n t e n t i o n f o r y o u have
a g r e a t d e s i r e to be t h o u g h t a g rea t man. A c i rcumstance j u s t occurs
to me h e r e w h i c h s h o u l d have b a f e r e been b e f o r e men t i oned v i z . y o u
s t a t e t h e amt c o l l e c t e d i n M o b i l e t o b e $54 (Punch?) s a y 3 5 o r 3 6 i f
made" in good f a i t h " why d i d y o u c o n c e a l i t f r o m me a n d n e v e r m e n t i o n
i t u n t i l I have w r i t t e n t o and o b t a i n e d f r o m (Cosso?) Punch(?) t h e
amt s o c o l l e c t e d I a m o f o p i n i o n h a d I n o t g o t i n f o r m a t i o n a s I d i d
I s h o u l d n e v e r h e a r d f r o m y o u a n y t h i n g abou t i t and I v e r i l y
b e l i e v e t h e a r t i c l e s y o u g o t m e i n Mob i l e were b o u g h t w i t h t h a t
money a n d t h a t i t was y o u r i n t e n t i o n t o have s a i d n o t h i n g a b o u t i t .
T h i s shew good f a i t h . I w i l l a l s o remark h e r e t h a t y o u w e l l r e c ‑
o l l e c t o u r t e l l i n g y o u t h a t i f we came w i t h y o u to t h e mounta in and
y o u s h o u l d a f t e r w a r d s move a g a i n w e wou ld f o l l o w y o u n o f u r t h e r
when y o u s a i d y o u had r e s o l v e d t o s e t t l e f o r l i f e a n d was d e t e r ‑
m i n e dt o move n omore.
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Does thtx not this then shew a flxed purpose to settle on the rnount-
ain before re. rieqided to move I You say that rr a part of the amt was
eol lected for the i lo1d Ladyrr ,  have you given her any of  the money or
anything in its place probably you thlnk the time she staid at your
house ana r iAing up 1n-yuor Gig-vrould amount to her part .  You siy \v
you have offered her a horne in your house and (_?_) offer would
seem to imply that she had no home or tnat I was anxious to get rid
of her lf you do imply an infamous falsehood or more probably you
think you r^rould so much better excuse for begging on the credlt of
her name and appropriating it to your own use as I have doubt you would
do or put her upon the oar ishl

NOTE: The above letter r, 'ras not f lnished and not signed. Evidently
it was never ma1Ied. It ls ny belief that 1t was written by John
Ifurray Pegues, son of Wllltarn Pegues and his second wifel Sarah
Hieks,  I t  was evldent lX wr i t ten to the person rrho persr laded him to
leave Clarke County, Alabama and rrremoverf to Cherokee County, Alabama.
Ther rex t reme i l lness  o f  Dav ld t r ,  no  doubt ,  re fe l red  to  h is  son,  Dav ld
King Pegues. The rrold Ladyi l  was no doubt,  Tabi tha (Ledbetter)  King,
who was the Mother of hts wtfe, El-iza Tabitha Ktng. Tt is ny oplnion
that thls letter was wrj-tten to Rev. Mason Risley Lyon, rvhose r.^.rife
r/, 'as Margaret Ann Kingo a slster to above mentioned, ELLza Tabitha
King .  Both  fami l ies  a re  shown in  fB5O U,S.  Census  o f  Cherokee Co. ,
A1a. Kingl  Tabl tha naged 76, born Tl i rg in ia was l is ted in the house-
hold of  Mason: R. Lyon.

The trMr.  Davidsonrr  referred to in th is let ter  was evident ly,  Riehmond
Davidson who marr ied Lucy Htcks Pegues, a s ister of  John Mr:rray Pegues.
Therf f r lend Dr.  Baldwlntr  ment ioned in th ls let terr  r , , r rot¤ to John
M. Pegues fromttDlxons Mi l lso l4arch l8th,  I8!4t tand sent him trrsnfy
dol Iars.  Quote f ron the let ter l  r r ldhen youlef t  th ls part  of  the countyo
f uas ln hopes (frcn the lndueernents that were held out yo yoor that
lt r," 'ould be an advantageous move to you, and f am truly somy to
learn that lt has proven otherwtse, I thought as you \^rere trusting
to both a relative & a brother Mason you surely could not be
deceivedo but Slr I have long since learned that the love of money
makes more rascals than al l  other causes added together.  A man that

(? )  take  (? )  advantage o f  the  neeess l t ies  o f  you  (? )
purpose of  speeulat ing is a mean nan lndeed. f l

(s igned)trA. Baldwln f r  ,

From the book: THE LYON FAMILY, by James B. Lyon, Jacksonvil le,
Flor lda t  L923 (evident ly pr lvaiely publ ished) l  Qr iotelpp. )5-+6'ftRev. lt{ason Rlsley Lyon b. Fair Havene Vt, Nov. L2, L7981 married
Margaret  Ann Klng, a daughter of  David and Tebl tha ( tedbetter)  King
at Al lentgyr,  N. c.^. ,  l i lovember 1f ,  1821; died at  Aust in,  Texase Novem-
ber  L7 ,  16821 aged B l i  years ;  bur ied  in  Ca ldwe l l  Cou l ty r 'Texas . '
The rr i fe r* 'as born in Ashe coB{r!y,  N.c. ,  March 24, 1803; dled Knox-
v i l le ,  TennesseeeApr i l  23 t  1888e aged Bf  years ,  bur led .a t  Knoxv l l le1
Tennessee. In 1849 he removed to Alabama, and ln 1850 bought a farm
six mi les f rom Belfontr  in Jackson County.  The most of  h is preaeh-
ing and teaehing was done l -n N.C. and Alabamalr .  End quote.

The unfin'i-shed letterr wrltten !g John Murray Pesues (?) ldas found
in !!e p_apers of his two da.ughtersl Luey Strother Pesues Young and
l ' {ar tha King Pegues. _0n thls date th ls let ter ,  a long-wiTE the or ig inal
le t te r  f rom Dr .  A ,  (Aaron Ba ldwin)  a re  in  n ry  possess i .on .  The 1860Csnsus of  Jackson Co.,  Ala.  has Mason R. Lyon. The LBTO Census of  Mad-
ison  Co. ,  A la . ,  has  the  fami -1v  o f  ]+ ia .son R.  Lvon.  Ev ident lv  he  mover l .

\>

Does k k k s n o t t h i s t h e n shew a fi x e d p u r p o s e t o s e t t l e o n t h e mount ‑

c o l l e c t e d f o r t h e “ o l d L a d y " , have y o u g i v e n h e r a n y o f t h e money o r
a n y t h i n g i n i t s p l a c e p r o b a b l y y o u th i nk the t ime she s t a i d a t y o u r
house a n d r i d i n g u p i n y u o r G i g wou ld amount t o h e r p a r t . You s a y
you have o f f e r e d h e r a home i n y o u r house and (__?__) o f f e r would
seem t o i m p l y t h a t she h a d n o home o r t h a t I was a n x i o u s t o g e t r i d
o f h e r i f you do i m p l y an infamous fa l sehood o r more p robab l y you
t h i n k y o u wou ld s o much b e t t e r excuse f o r b e g g i n g o n t h e c r e d i t o f
h e r name and a p p r o p r i a t i n g i t t o y o u r own use a s I have d o u b t y o u wou ld
d o o r p u t h e r u p o n t h e p a r i s h !

NOTE: The above l e t t e r was n o t fi n i s h e d and n o t s i g n e d . E v i d e n t l y
i t was neve r m a i l e d . I t i s m y b e l i e f t h a t i t was w r i t t e n b y John
M u r r a y Pegues, s o n of W i l l i a m Pegues and h i s second w i f e , S a r a h
H i c k s . I t was e v i d e n t l y w r i t t e n t o t h e p e r s o n who versuaded h i m t o
l e a v e C l a r k e C o u n t y, Alabama and “remove" to Cherokee C o u n t y, Alabama.
The "extreme i l l n e s s of Dav id" , no doubt, r e f e r r e d to h i s son, Dav id
K i n g Pegues. The “ o l d Lady" was n o doubt, Ta b i t h a ( L e d b e t t e r ) K i n g ,
whe was t h e Mothe r o f h i s w i f e , E l i z a Ta b i t h a K i n g . I t i s m y o p i n i o n
t h a t t h i s l e t t e r was w r i t t e n t o Rev. Mason R i s l e y Lyon, whose w i f e
was M a r g a r e t Ann K i n g , a s i s t e r to above mentioned, E l i z a Ta b i t h e
K i n g . B o t h f a m i l i e s a r e shown i n 1850 U . S . Census o f Cherokee Co. ,
A l a . K i n g , Ta b i t h a , a g e d 76, b o r n V i r g i n i a was l i s t e d i n t h e h o u s e ‑
h o l d o f M a s o n ’R . Lyon .

The " M r. Dav idson" r e f e r r e d t o i n t h i s l e t t e r was e v i d e n t l y , Richmond
D a v i d s o n who m a r r i e d Lucy H i c k s Pegues , a s i s t e r of John M u r r a y Pesuesé.s
The " f r i e n d D r . Baldwin" ment ioned in t h i s l e t t e r , wrote to John
M. Pegues f r o m "Dixons M i l l s , March 18th, 1854"and s e n t h i m t w e n t y
d o l l a r s . Quote f r o m the l e t t e r : " When y o u l e f t t h i s p a r t o f the coun ty,
I was in h o p e s ( f r o m t h e inducements t h a t were h e l d o u t yo y o u , t h a t
i t would be an advantageous move to you , and I am t r u l y s o r r y to
l e a r n t h a t i t h a s p r o v e n o therw ise , I t h o u g h t as y o u were t r u s t i n g
t o b o t h a r e l a t i v e & a b r o t h e r Mason y o u s u r e l y c o u l d n o t b e
deceived, b u t S i r I have l o n g s i n c e l e a r n e d t h a t t h e l o v e of money
makes more r a s c a l s t h a n a l l o t h e r causes added t o g e t h e r . A man t h a t

( 2 t a k e ( ? ) a d v a n t a g e o f t h e n e c e s s i t i e s o f y o u _(?)
p u r p o s e o f s p e c u l a t i n g i s a mean man i n d e e d . "

(S igned) "A .  Ba ldw in  "

From t h e b o o k : THE LYON FAMILY, by James B. Ly o n , Jacksonv i l le ,
F l o r i d a , 1923 ( e v i d e n t l y p r i v a t e l y p u b l i s h e d ) : Quoter:pp. 45-46
" R e v. Mason R i s l e y L y o n b . F a i r Haven, V t , N o v. 1 2 , 1798; m a r r i e d
M a r g a r e t Ann K i n g , a d a u g h t e r o f D a v i d and Tebitha ( L e d b e t t e r ) K i n g
at A l len town, N. C. , November 15, 18213 d i e d at A u s t i n , Texas, Novem‑
b e r 17, 1882, aged 84 y e a r s ; b u r i e d in Ca ldwe l l Coun ty, Texas.
The w i f e was b o r n i n Ashe C o u n t y, N . C . , March 24, 1803; d i e d Knox ‑
v i l l e , TennesseeeApr i l 23, 1888, aged 85 y e a r s , b u r i e d a t Knoxv i l le ,
Tennessee. In 1849 he removed to Alabama, and in 1850 b o u g h t a f a r m
s i x m i l e s f r o m B e l f o n t , i n Jackson C o u n t y. The most o f h i s p r e a c h ‑
i n g and t e a c h i n g was done in N . C . and Alabama". End q u o t e . 4

The u n fi n i s h e d l e t t e r , w r i t t e n b y John Mur ray Pegues ( ? ) was found
in t h e p a p e r s o f h i s two daughte rs ; Lucy S t r o t h e r Pegues Young and
M a r t h a K i n g P e g u e s . O n t h i s d a t e t h i s l e t t e r , a l o m g w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l
l e t t e r f r o m D r . A . ( A a r o n B a l d w i n ) a r e i n m y p o s s e s s i o n . The 1860
Census o f J a c k s o n C o . , A l a . h a s Mason R . Ly o n . The 1870 Census o f Mad‑
i s o n C o . , A t a . , h a s t h e f a m i l v o f Mason R . Lvon. E v i d e n t l y h e moved.
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surch har forgotton that there ever was such a bing.
m self i n existence Ther never write to me ano more then

w e r e a hinfeet-stranges? and then to there ch that we used la he
more like sisters Than arithing choe t really think they night
wvite a live or two nee in a while if we are never miere permitled
to see each other on earthen we can converse be tells It seras vern

hard le thunk Wack friends must pan and wever behold each other agair
in this his but & home suet not be the ease will us

Simust- conelude as i is late unite to me as soonas you
-sece this give muy best. love te your Mothes as Father wre all the

• stial. the farily and reeee the sarre brew yous affetinate
preened a n d w e l l wisher

Emma armistia

oe nsehe
Pe ee esae
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Copy  o f  a  l e t t e r :

Dixons li'jills Ala
lviar 20th

I'fr. John M. Pegues
Bluepond

Cherokee Co
N. Alabama

Dixons I'ii11s l'{arch t8tfr 1851+

Dear  s i r
I  recej-ved your let ter  some t ime ago in fact  short ly af ter

i t  was wri t ten,  anC intended to answer 1t  ear1y,  but f  was desi-
rrous of making you a sma1l remittancee eod eoulct not convenlently
do so unt i l  now. f  u ished also to see some of my fr lends at  Camden
an,j inCuee them to do the same but it has not been in my power to
go over there.yetr  but  I  expect to go there th ls Spr ing.
l,{hen you left this part of the countyl I lras in hopes ( from the
inducements that were held out to youl that it would be an aCvan-
tageous move to youl and I am truly sorry to learn 1t hasr proven
otherwi-se, I thought as you were trusting to both a relative & a
brother H.ason you surely eoulC not be deeeived, but Sir I have
long since learned that the love of money makes more rascals than
al l  other causes aCded together.  A man that take (?)
advantage of  the necessl t ies of  you purpose of
speculat i -ng is a mean man lndeed.
I"iy fam1ly are all well at this tine, but we have had last fall
anC through this winter many cases of chil1 & fever. I am no!.t
l lv lng on the l . Ianafal la road about three mi les west of  the Cross
roaCs. We have four chi ldren, the two olc iest  boys, the other two
gir ls.  f  am st111 pract ic i .ng i ' {edlc ine,  but on a less extensive
scale than formerly.
For the last trn'o y@ars f have also been faeming but have as yeto
for the want of  open land, real ized but l i t t le f rom i t .
Inclosed I  senC you twenty dol larsr  r , rh ich you w111 please accept
as a present f rom me, Wri te to me soon af ter  you receive th is.
Carol ine jo ins me in senaing her respeets and love to your fami ly.
I  am sir  your f r iend and obt servant.  '

A,. BaldWin

The Znd of Ju1y, 1957
The or ig ina l  o f  th is  le t te r  i s  in  ny  possess ion ,  anC has  been cop ied
by ne on this dater p¤T my abi l i ty  to read l t .  There 1s a torn place
in the fo ld of  the let ter  and a fe i , r  words are missing.
The John H. Pegues was my Great-grandfather. f have not yet foun,l
proof of to whom he iltruste,rrr hj-s money. A l lvlng aunt of mine,
Miss El iza E. Young of  Scottsboro,  A1a. says the nane of  the
relative r*as @!gg.

fnez J.  l , {urphy ( i ' t rs.  James J.) ,  3}+05 19th Avenue, Sheff ie lC, Ala.

(

Copy o f a l e t t e r s

D ixons M i l l s A l a
Mar 2 0 t h

M r . John M. Pegues ©
B luepond

Cherokee Co
N. Alabama

D i x o n s M i l l s March 18th 1854
Dear s i r

I r e c e i v e d y o u r l e t t e r some t i m e ago i n f a c t s h o r t l y a f t e r
i t was w r i t t e n , and in tended t o answer i t e a r l y , b u t I was d e s i ‑
r r o u s o f m a k i n g y o u a sma l l remi t tance, and c o u l d n o t c o n v e n i e n t l y
d o s o u n t i l now. I w ished a l s o t o see some o f m y f r i e n d s a t Camden
and i n c u c e them t o d o t h e same b u t i t has n o t been i n m y power t o
g o o v e r t h e r e y e t , b u t I e x p e c t t o g o t h e r e t h i s S p r i n g .
When you l e f t this p a r t o f t h e county, I was in hopes ( f r o m t h e
i n d u c e m e n t s t h a t were h e l d o u t t o y o u , t h a t i t w o u l d b e a n a d v a n ‑
tageous move to you, and I am t r u l y s o r r y to l e a r n i t h a s p r o v e n
o therw ise , I t h o u g h t as y o u were t r u s t i n g to b o t h a relative &a
b r o t h e r Mason y o u s u r e l y c o u l d n o t be deceived, b u t S i r I have
l o n g s i n c e l e a r n e d t h a t t h e l o v e o f money makes more r a s c a l s t h a n
a l l o t h e r causes added t o g e t h e r . A man t h a t take ( ? )
a d v a n t a g e o f t h e n e c e s s i t i e s o f y o u p u r p o s e o f
s p e c u l a t i n g i s a mean man i n d e e d .
M y f a m i l y a r e a l l w e l l a t t h i s t ime , b u t w e have h a d l a s t f a l l
and t h r o u g h t h i s w i n t e r many cases o f c h i l l & f e v e r . I a m now
l i v i n g o n t h e N a n a f a l i a r o a d abou t t h r e e m i l e s west o f t h e Cross
r o a d s . Wehave f o u r c h i l d r e n , t h e two o l d e s t b o y s , t h e o t h e r two
g i r l s . I a m s t i l l p r a c t i c i n g Med ic ine , b u t o n a l e s s e x t e n s i v e
s c a l e t h a n f o r m e r l y .
F o r t h e l a s t two y e a r s I have a l s o been f a p m i n g b u t have a s y e t ,
f o r t h e want o f o p e n l a n d , r e a l i z e d b u t l i t t l e f r o m i t .
I n c l o s e d I send y o u twenty d o l l a r s , which you w i l l p l e a s e accept
a s a p r e s e n t f r o m m e . W r i t e t o m e s o o n a f t e r y o u r e c e i v e t h i s .
C a r o l i n e j o i n s m e i n s e n d i n g h e r r e s p e c t s and l o v e t o your f a m i l y .
I a m s i r y o u r f r i e n d a n d o b t s e r v a n t .

A. Baldwin

The 2nd o f J u l y , 1967
The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r i s i n my p o s s e s s i o n , and has been cop ied
b y m e o n t h i s d a t e , p e r m y a b i l i t y t o r e a d i t . The re i s a t o r n p l a c e
i n t h e f o l d o f t h e l e t t e r and a few words a r e m i s s i n g .
The J o h n M . Pegues was m y G r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r . I have n o t y e t f o u n d
p r o o f o f t o whom h e " t r u s t e d " h i s money. A l i v i n g aun t o f mine,
M i s s E l i z a E. Young of Scot tsboro , A l a . s a y s t h e name of t h e
r e l a t i v e was Ga ines .

I n e z J . Murphy ( M r s . James J . ) , 3405 19th Avenue, S h e f fi e l d , A l a .
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I reaotved yffirr KLnd ffit *nd mlews l*ttgr ln*t
aabrrdcy tire l+ttr* ra* gt*d t* huar frqn ysnr *1t, eur,* hea.r yen* !$rrs
nall. f- algq rteolrcd ons fre lfr 3"awd;r tl*e sl&. *ay" ha sald hs
tnE rr*t wll *as at the hs*pttnL1 at Jack*b*so l* t3* itpaf part of
t*rls *tnt*. f F,nory h+ 1* n*t *bLr ta atrt.$d snffF Ltft* I *n *lwaye
unsr#y abmrt htm tnrt T husa srlr oarrsolutf.ert h* nqtd h* qm* bmrnd
ta ssit me t* hsavorr* l:o wrltoi ss Ktnd ea¤ sff,sEtl.enntur t:s otlt
k*sss hov p*ln$,rL lt tc to bs caBamt*d frae a k*.nd hu*b*n* klt
th** L\st tr.ys tt.
wG san get no n¤ws frrnn Vteksburg nov anCl I lrave not heawL_froilr
bro*k*r"'ln e trsng tlse. the *rtl[ nester balongtag to the Ssttl
Scgt. soslc f,ros thcrs a uealq flgor he sald that Gllleaple hsd not
lest s E!*o *+d Brotllar bal"en*t tp hllr thd* san had a llst of thc
K[l].sd *,md xmrnd*d f]m a1]^ th* F$Sl,r*rr tr' S+r1ty tsru"ndtps tsa !{rt
ssr:r*rdr qra heaff, rl*ca thst hs Has d*ad krt f OEnt thtrk h* tf(gg lg trg. Sg){?}. I ea sory for hla frtars*s ad all thet, rra*vs Trien#t
aneassd-fn-Ehts urrholy rra?r $hy tod spatd *ha ti* tfit:r lt sitX
cnrlr *a glg {?} frlentg ean cef,sa hom oruri ?E6r6r

tt t* aluus$t dl*ngesee*e for * Esuth*r:r m*n te tr***l hrra Err agcaq,nt
of ?tr* brrrt**hegkaftr *ot long rlnoo t*r*rE e* *ge{ *authtr* ffin
k11X** ln $qr*+ nl.l.* af m* by th*n. hc w** rhot *f eff {sle} htr
l*err* ttirlls srE ht* *&y ts tsvnr th* **ldttr* *m aft*r th*u and
h*ve caught saaa that- they sJ,ppoao trs6 Gnssgcd t.n the da*d'
tsre*ler F6fit nfota t* krto* r#+st I lfv*d, I llw t+ ulls $e*t sf
Cllrclendr paruoltr rt*htnA ta goue t* lry hsrl* caa tnqtrlr* thrm
fer s*rlr nkndrw h+ ltv*t en ttr; !#flionttl ro*ll* I11"* hr^lf
nltfr frsfo hf.sn tf feu wift ta oouc ffi $mif# do rmll ts stry tf
ffir cous sn tlro o*s st F{pFsnmlr *tctlon *n& enryrtpo at fa*x rtoru
for ssr Brifidrilr 3 mrrld b¤ gl*d tg mr rEf onr fFE@ tlrcrc.
thcre ls ro Esny rcldlors at Clmaland Etrangerr al$t bt takea ap
o! fw aouLd rtop rt Blcsk fox rtatlon h atlc bcloqr hrrc and engul.rr
for trtptr*tr atll and *rt c[!,n*rtlutc t]tt]** W* rpa *LI *t11* Hsf
hrc b*a rleh. $h* b*d tvg h*rd tl,ta th* d*+tor *rtS esuasil by werul,
I e*s"1it vrtts Bsrs tf ! had rsoa. trfl.te Eorln tel rg* sll tlra n+vr
slt sbslrt tlrs notghborr. ysltf ehll,¤ and s{rt*rr A, !{. !}rerdff
{ffnt*t tha, fsllonrtne addtttsns rr*f* tgrltten .*Frldc dqtm $! FaSs!?r3 anrt b)
Moihar yer vret; a&rt yoqr gtrden* I have a prqtty ons toc hrt
ttr*ra ts s;vpr*l wa*d* Ln aLnr. I *aye ?o ge to tfi* csrrrfl*t.d th*
gart**a end th* hmrr* tE work*
I h*re * Sfcns of eloth tn t*s lncx artd a$6 f*,xtng another fnr dr**fisur
Srotb*r I trsnt fog ta Goe[$ ss,r sc tf yotr sE*r I *a ro Xtncuu
Ret*r tttr l*ttor eag vrl,tten bry Ana ]Itahs fg&lt1 Froqrdar ta h*r
Fiotherl Eltaf, tablth* Ktne Fc6uatl and to har-Erothsr and statarl.
ttte brothrr w*ro was ln the ¤onftilerate Ary wa* Jehn itnrray Fegueol Jtrr
?lr* brotiharl i;\rvkl Rlrrg F*Slr6sr w6* tho cnt il .Sn Braril*r tr*nt*d tE
*o#* vl,stt hsf,. ftrls lett*r v*i Fr.ce*rsrd bF r rt*ter; tncy Stnother
trHig* YnrilSr
Ttr*
b*et

arletnEl Latt*r Ls Ln sy poss*srlsn sr*S har be+n *op{,r$ Sar tha
of ry ebtlttv to raed tt.
f; f$ffihy 

(ulc" "Isu+r J*)r ll+o5 19th *nrnuel shtfflcldp *ls' 3t660

COPY

Ju l y the 6th 1863
My Dear peop le

I received your Kind teteer and welcome l e t t e r l a s t
saturday the 4th. was g lad to hear from you a l l and hear you were
we l l . I a lso received one from Mr Browder the same da y. he said he
was not we l l was a t t he h o s p i t a l l a t Jacksboro i n the uper p a r t o f
t h i s state. I Know he is no t able to stand camp l i f e . T amalways
uneasy about him bu t I have one consolation he said he was bound
to meet mein heaven. he writes so Kind and a f fec t iona te . no one
knows how pa i n f u l it is to be separated f rom a k i n d husband ba t
them tha t t r y s i t .
we can ge t no news from Vicksburg now and I have no t heard from
brother in a l o n g t ime. t he d r i l l master be long ing to the 80th
Regt . come from there a weet ago. ne said t h a t @1l lespie had not
l o s t a man and Brother belongs to him. t h i s man had a l i s t of the
K i l l ed and wounded from a l l t he reg iments . Wesley Browders son was
wounded, we heard sinee t h a t he was dead bu t I dont th ink he
( o r i t | S9)(7) I amso r y f o r h i s f r i ends and a l l t h a t have friends
engaged in th is unho ly war. May God speed the t ime when it w i l l
end, so ye ( 7 ) f r iends can come home onee more.
it te almost dangerous f o r a so i thern man to t r ave l here onaccount
of the bushwhackers. no t l ong since there was aged southern man
k i l l e d i n three mile o f meb y them. h ewas shot o f o f f ( s i c ) h i s
horse while on h i s way to town. the soldiers are a f t e r them and
have caught some t h a t t h e y suppose was engaged in the deed.
Brother you wrote to know where t l i v e d . I live 4 mi le west of
Cleveland. persons w i sh i ng to come to myhouse ean enquire there
f o r Wesly Browders he l i v e s on the harison(?) r o a d .I l i v e h a l f
mi le from him. if you wish to come you would do well to stop if
you come on the cars at MeDonnals s ta t ion and enquire at Teas store
f o r Wes Browders. I would be pe to see any one from there.
there is so many soldiers at Cleveland prrsveres m igh t be taken wu
o r you could stop a t Black f o x s t a t i o n4 mi le below here and onqalre
f o r Tr i p l e t s mill and cet direetions there. Weare a l l we l l . May
has been s i c k . She had two hard fi t s t he doctor said caused by worms.
I could w r i t e more if T had room. write soon t e l mea l l the news
a l l about the n e i g h b o r s . y o u r c h i l d and s i s t e r , A e Hs. Browderoxy 5 Ae ng additions were wr i t ten upside down on pages

9 ary
Mother you wrote about your garden, I have a p r e t t y one too but
t he re i s several weeds i n mine. I have to go to the co rnfie l d the
garden and the house to work.
I have a p&aeo of c l o t h in the loom and am fi x i n g another f o r dresses.
Brother I want you to come see me if you can. I am so lonsom

Note: This l e t t e r was w r i t t e n by Ann Hicks Be Browder t o he r
Mother, Eliza Tabitha Pegues, and t o h e r brother and s i s t e r s .
The brother who was in the Confederate Army was John Murray Perues, J r .
The brother, Cavid K i ng Pegues, was the one A. H. Browder wanted to
come v i s i t h e r . This l e t t e r was preserved by a s i s t e r , Lucy St ro ther
Fesues Young.
The o r i g i n a l l e t t e r is in my possession and has been copied per the
best o f m ya b i l i t y t o read i t .
Inez 3 Warphy (Mrs, James Js), 3405 19th Avenue, Sheffield, Ala. 35660.June 5



ftri Poet Roverl Tenn uay 26th 1863
DseF Cm,tLn* I reuer,ved f*ur hl.rul nsto day bafort yratorday & ha*trn
te eonply *tth ys;rr requaatr that ta the so6a pert but f $helt mt
prmts* a lsng ona thts tlse bst I t*tll vrtt* ss$n on *6ssunt of uy
lcgt ane bel.trg ss leng on the r*ad. Ysu setd ysu had ngt tnrt one
lettar fiom as gtneg ${r. Srowder c&Fa honer ffov ¤enrstn lueg f knsr
f h*vs wr!.tton 3 rLn*s then and started them to ytlu e tf you hav*
net got thaln I dsnt thtnk you o*gbt to blaus rire fsr lt & I donte
bEll*v* you *tll knsv that aftor I vrlta thcs and (gtart?) theu
tf thry rlo nct go. then I Enn not h*Ip tt. f as serfe*- to krroqr
the Yanka had get ln tbnt asetlon for f hoped thay wstrld rat get
ts distant t'hat portton sf the countqyn f ver gla* to h*nr of yor*
waddtng al} of tbo ob$aetlons I had to tt $6r¤ hs rlaa a lLttlo tss
old hrt rray bee Shc tras gotng by tha uld acla#u that tt rsor bctt*r
te hc an old nenlr darll.ng then s ysrrng aans s}avs _ but tf therc
!.* anny IB$r¤ $ueh battles fought a* thore have been Ln {lrgtnt*
*t }4rrfreesbero & at Tteksburg I an efrald lt rrtIl be as aa 6Ld
preaeh*r predtcta,il a fer yesps bsck orar ln ;Iaeksgn Co ho r*ec
blaalng slrey & ln h!.s dtsc{nrrss he remarked @x0h yert ry brethern & $tetars thc d*y la eonln6 & wtll roon be here
rhan thsra $111 ba Ssven lrsman hsnglng to ona u&ns os*t tslL & hsrr
v111 be poor okl unsla tory vi"th * roundabenrt on - nerr trhan pt
get to t*l}<lng alrorrt sratrlng peltas you vLll havc to Cpply te $ow
porson that has a gn*at desl s6r6 Erolrur thEn ysur bun$I* uernaut"
es to that srm*thoart I 'rt:.]" trf e stsrt htm qrt as soon a6 Fosrtbl*(Father hae bcen srrt io sss !e¤ ha Stsrted hma yecteadaf)uarnlng)
I ilent' you to taks e*f,* sf *y Suactheart dsn* theror I trnnnr tltet f.f
X had ast tbsr6ht she var a fkrr flrL & e &aart ena teo I mvor
rmuld k*ye wrttt*n tc her & I thought $he uaa &s gsod lookllrg aa
eny X $aw wtttlo I lrss ov6r therc & ln ths wor*g rf tha poett .lHat
as lntrr &d the blackbsrry grory* en t"he brarreh t as gotsg to cope
to $at htr lf I gat a ehaacca** Bllly told ss he $*s Solrg t6
rritc to $lsg L- ebout e sonth ago hrt I dsntc belteve hs har
done tt yet, f heer the eanon *oarLng th{r narntrq hrt thsy ar; a
good plsos ef,f th* brdgga{a that d*vl,d belongt to has nsvod on Hp
to sardE w,rfreteboro X tbtnk thsrs v111 br e flebt up herc beferr
loas vsl,l I an *stlng under Brlgadlgr Ssncral Rureeltr l**Jsr Seneral
!{artln & San #he$Ler shlaf qf e*vsLqy th*y are altr thclc subjact ts
Brcggr srdar* CoL '&rsrall 1g cemendtng s*lf, brlggadr at prcsent
wrLta saon glec uy Lova to ttre fanlly ,& rec a portlea ycnr*elf

!{ll.as

Ilotct Ttre ebovc latter was wrlttan ts ay Grandrothcrl tqey Strother
Fsfllcd Young (l'{re. James H.) before she mrrtcd. tlre'lettbr uar
wrt ttcn by her ft rat ezuctnl Othnctl Hller tyoa; ron sf Rsr. ttaton
R. Lyon and htc trtftl llargarat Ann Ktn6* !&rgnrat Ann Ktng rd&s a
tltttr ef gltse Tabtths Kf$E Paguell the Hoth¤r sf Lucy Strsthcr
F.eEuat Young. lha srlgtnq! of thlt letter 11 ln lqr poscesrton on
tbls datel AuEugt 17r 1?68.
Ines J. Fmrrphy (urs, Jenes J')
3rto5 19th Averuel $heffloldp Atabaraa 35660

Out Post Rover, Tenn May 26th 1863
Dear Cousin. I rece ived your k i n d note day before yes te rday & has ten
to comply w i t h your reques t . that i s the soon p a r t b u t I Sha l l not
romise a l o n g one t h i s t ime bu t I w i l l w r i t e soon on account of my
as t one b e i n g s o l o n g o n t he road . You sa i d you had no t bu t one
l e t t e r from me since Mr. Browder came home. Now Cousin Lucy I know
I have w r i t t e n 3 s ince then and s ta r t ed them t o you & i f you have
not go t them I dont th ink you ough t to blame mef o r i t & I donte
bel ieve you w i l l know t h a t a f t e r I w r i t e them and ( 2) them
if t h e y do no t go . then I can not he l p i t . I am sorrow to know
the Yanks had go t in t h a t seet ion f o r I hoped they would not g e t
t o d i s t an t t h a t vortion o f the coun t r y. I was g l a d t o hea r o f y ou r
wedding a l l o f t he ob jec t i ons I had to i t were he was a l i t t l e too
o l d bu t may bee She was go i n g b y the o l d adage t h a t i t was be t t e r
t o b e a n o l d man's d a r l i n g t han a young mans s l a v e_ b u t i f there
igs many more Such ba t t l e s f o u g h t a s the re have been i n V i r g i n i a
at Murfreesboro & at V i cksbu rg I am a f r a i d it w i l l be as an o l d
a p r e d i c t e d a few yea rs back over i n Jackson Co he was
l a z i n g a w a y & in h i s discourse he remarked thextayxkexemmknxx
Oh y e s ! My brothern & S i s t e r s the day is coming & w i l l soon be here
when there w i l l be Seven women hang ing to one mans coat t a i l & here
w i l l be poor o l d unele tommy w i t h a roundabout on __ now vhen you
ge t t o t a l k i n g about making peace you w i l l have t o apply t o Some
person t h a t has a g r e a t dea l more power t h an your humble servant.
as to t h a t sweetheart I w i l l t r y & s t a r t him out as soon as poss ib le
( F a t h e r has been ou t to see mehe S ta r t ed home yesterday)morning)
I want you to take care of mySweetheart down there. I know t ha t if
I had not though t She was a fi ne g i r l & a Smart one too I never
would have w r i t t e n t o he r & I t hough t She was as good l o o k i n g a s
any I Saw whi le I was over there & in the words o f the poe t t Jus t
as sure as the b lackber ry grows on the branch I am go i n g to come
to See her if I ge t a chances B i l l y t o l d mehe was go ing to
wr i t e to Miss L about a month ago but I donte believe he has
done i t y e t . I hear the canon r o a r i n g t h i s morn ing b u t t hey are a
good p iece o f f the br iggade t ha t david belongs to has moved on up
to vards murfreesboro I t h i nk there w i l l be a fi g h t up here before
l o n g we l l I am a c t i n g under B r i g a d i e r General Russell Ma j o r General
Ma r t i n & Gen Wheeler ch ie f of ecavslry t h e y are a l l them sub j e c t to
Brages orders Col Russel l is commanding our br iggade at present
w r i t e soon g i v e my love t o the f am i l y & ree a p o r t i o n y ou r s e l f

Mi les

Note: The above l e t t e r was w r i t t e n to my Grandmother, Lucy St ro ther
Pegues Young (M r s . James H . ) before she married. The l e t t e r waswitten by he r fi r s t cousin, Othnei l Miles Lyon, son of Rev. Mason
Re Lyon and h i s w i f e , Marga re t Ann K i ng . Marga re t Ann K ing was a
s i s t e r o f E l i za Tabitha Pegues, the Mother o f Lucy St ro ther

Young . The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s letter i s i n my po s se s s i o n on
s date, August 17, 1968,

Inez J. Murphy (Mrs . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue, Sheffie ld , Alabama 35660
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'*J*l*:*Fr.hae a ple*e eut out of the flrst pege r&t.ch
tha bLnnk sp{re¤s sn both sldss},

$*v the PSth 62
LyorwX"l3.e als

Dear Gatreln
# ticther he s me to answer your letter # whteh she
has reeelvort # she Heuld of anevererl ry ftrgt one
before nocr but she s'as waLttng to hear fras d.avttl so she *oul"d- teLl
yeu nhere hs tnras a$ Lt h*ppened he e&ms the rtay that yolrr last
Letter got h*re nnd he ls here nr:r* he has been stck eser slnee
Aug:r*t hls esflrpany left htn slek ln Lol:slana and ss soon as he
got abLe t* travel" he eame hone he u111 otay here untl l3 he g*ts
able t* go into sarvlee ag;aln r*e heerd from Hl1es yesterd*y he
is ne&,r }&rrpersboro Terr X expeet ]rorl }.rsv6 heard. frpn hln before
nss he sald ln his letter before the Last one that he going to
wrlte to y* # r*r*te hone he got - riays he dld have
ffi to you befcr* nolr -- she lntenris to go to _
$s¤nasshecanr 'u - -pCIu¤r togono l i r thepec tp1e*n .b } re
other stde of the ?tvE?:?ffi*fboklng foi the yankeeir uirek there
agatn befor long '!t's r6sp6 *larl to hear from Sousin Ann and
*eusln Jchn f r*ant you to trrl.te r:s mere r.qhat eousin,'Jsh.ne c&p*
taLns name ts and- the n*'nber of hls r*gfunent Ffsthsr says she ean
not tel-l yorl. rdren the '.Ear iati.i- end. brtt she sars she doea not ee.re
h*'+ 6osn lt daes end but she 'gants 1t to end 1n favcr of the
,soutl: i teLL you when I thlnk it r+tll end I thlnk srhen CIld Abes
tBrru expires the r."iar wl.l"l- eCIm¤ ta a elese I clo noi ca:.e how soan
tt ends that is eertatn nelther d.o I ear¤ how me"ny e::ds lt enrts
wl"th so Lt does end ftr I r 'rant to see my si.reetheart he has been
Hsunded r:r:ce brt ls golng lt agetn l know he vll l  lrt l l  his sl:are
qf the yankees Lf he does nct get ktl le,d l i insel.f i .f he Cses I
rdLl i{lLl ev6ry Y*,nkee I hear cf t+hether I can ses them or not
I thtnk I w111 be ovetr t* see you a,bout CIhrlstr*as lf you '*111
eor*¤ hom*'.,rlth ne vrdte so$n as you get thts l,iother eende irer
l*rre to Tbs nI1 gtve my lave to ell and recelve the $sr6e ysur*
xei-f

Your affecti-onete foueln
Laura H. ty*n

Fletel  Thi-s }et ter  r ' ra$ l ' f f1t ten to t r rcy, t i t rother;?¤guesn a f l rst
e*usln of Lar:ra i4argaret lrpon. 1-?"re tyon facrltr-y w*s l.lvlng ln
Jeekson eountys Sla, r anrt the Pegues far*fly rras lLrrtng tn
ffh*r*kee Countyo Ala.
lfanes referred to in thls l-etterltrHstheltt l,trrs i{argaret Ann Stng Lyon, a stster of Ellsa Tabj.t}:a
$[ns Pegues.
r{jjavldrf and il}.ffJ-esF llere brot}rere of Laura iof. Lygn.EJohnn wss John lfurray Peguesl Jr. y brother of tucy Strotirer Pegues.tf#oi:.stn Annrs vas Ann Hlcks Seeupe Brov,**r; s,ri older sicter of
Lucy Strother Pegues.
lhe ortglnal  let ter  Ls tn m1" pessesston.
Sttr )ec6mber 1g6S
Ines J. lftuphy (l':rs. James J. )
3405 19tn Aveaueo $hef,fleldr ALabarus 35660

( This letter has a p i e c e cut ou t of t he fi r s t page which
accounts f o r t he blank s p a c e son bo t h s i d e s ) .

Nov the 25th 62
Lyon v i l l e a l a

Dear Cousin
Mother has me to answer you r l e t t e r which she

has received she would of answered r s t one
be fo re now b u t she was w a i t i n g t o hear f rom dav id s o she cou ld t e l l
ee where he was as it happened he came t h e day t h a t you r l a s t
e t t e r g o t here and he i s he re now he has been s i c k ever s i n ce
August h i s company l e f t him s i c k in Lousiana and as soon as he
go t ab le t o t r a v e l h e came home h e w i l l s t ay he r e u n t i l l h e ge t s
able t o go i n t o se r v i c e aga i n we heard from Miles yes t e r day he
is near Murpersboro Ten I expect you have heard f r om h im be f o r e
now h e said i n h i s l e t t e r before the l a s t one t h a t h e go i ng t o
w r i t e t o y__ wrote home h e go t _ .d a y s h e d i d have
c c n a ,OoYOu before now . she intends to go tosoon as she can bu power to go now t h e people on the
other s ide o f t he r iver a re Look ing f o r the yankees back there
a g a i n b e f o r l o n g We were g l a d to hear f r om Cous in A r n and
cou s i n John I want you t o w r i t e u s more what cousin Johns cap ‑
t a i n s name i s and t h e number o f h i s r eg imen t Mother says she can
not t e l l you when t h e war w i l l end b u t she says she does no t care
how soon it does end b u t she wants it to end in f a v o r of t h e
south I t e l l y o u when I t h i n k it w i l l end I t h i nk when Old Abes
term exp i r e s the war w i l l come to a close I do no t care how soon
i t ends t h a t i s c e r t a i n ne i t h e r d o I care how many ends i t ends
w i th so it does end f o r ITwant to see my sweetheart he has been
wounded once b u t is g o i n g it a g a i n I know he w i l l k i l l h i s share
of the yankees if he does no t ge t k i l l e d h imse l f i f he does I
w i l l k i l l eve ry Yankee I h e a r of whether I can see them or no t
I th ink I w i l l be over to see you about Christmas if you w i l l
eome home w i t hme w r i t e soon as y o u g e t t h i s Mother sends h e r
poet to You a l l g i v e my l o ve to a l l and rece ive the same you r ‑
se

You r a f f e c t i ona t e Cousin
Laura M. Lyon

Note: Th i s l e t t e r was w r i t t e n t o Lucy S t r o t h e r Pegues, a fi r s t
cous in o f Laura Marga re t Lyon . The Lyon f am i l y was l i v i n g in
Jackson Coun t y, A l a . , and t h e Pegues f a m i l y was l i v i n g in
Cherokee County, A l a .
Names r e f e r r e d b o i n t h i s l e t t e r :
"Mother" was Marga re t Ann K i n g Lyon, a s i s t e r of E l i z a Tabitha

Pegues .
av i d " and "Mi les" were bro the rs o f Laura M. Lyon .

"John" was John Murray Pegues, J r . , b ro the r o f Lucy S t ro the r Pegues.
"Cousin Ann" was Ann Hicks Pegues Browder, an o l de r s i s t e r of
Lucy S t r o t he r Pegues.
The o r i g i n a l l e t t e r i s i n m y p o s s e s s i o n .
8th December 1968
Inez J. Murphy (M r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue, Sheffie ld , Alabama 35660



$aer Sw:*{a* f keew sa $ssrq ss ysl} r*ad thl.s l*ttar ymr *111 knos
tbat X c#at¤ tt but f l*va wrot* tt at 3{ethors raqueat & 6h* dfsta*
te$ trer p*ft of lt' I thought fhst X *tauld *rcp yffr * fsw LtIs$'
X a* $omelr t* tell ymr t?r*t I sansot Goas oy*r Et prfee'nt* I
$tert d*y *f,tor *a naffss tq atd*le EennsE*ag tr a$ ls f*r tha tmr*
F{ev f beiong to Capt l{enry (Eggggr E*rqp)? Conparry & to Colone1
&rssall* Hsgt ef, perti.e*a Raagarc *e tdlI $tnrt to ward* a*shvXlls
ttrer* ls tse lstt*rs *rr* s+ frsm ehes¤kt* lf n*tt'h*r of tha* hsw
been wr-ftta* wtten ymt get thls lf, yrsu trtXX r*trtta & dlrtet to thia
offles sr $*ll*ferets f ?rl.l1 S*t *b*s Y$r sr6 enE thst I a* $peeh-
ln6 *bmrt & yar* know rrhe tha ethsr ta f es efr*1.4 the*, 3 wlll" nst
Set ts *sss svsr w*ttll ttrte tr*r *a$s Lf, I sa *llve thsn I want
yfir t* bc r*a*y f+r I es cs6l,ag *ft'*r yea te esru6 & *t*y alfrf,Ie
s{th ur",* f,hla Leaves us all- lEsll * I dsnt v*nt fsu Ss fsr8st whet
ya$ pf*et**d ue tn ymrr le*tsra 1S*[1 I b+lleve I F{lI halt far
ths preesnf wntte ,$*+n

I resstn ycurs & e
S. H. l"yOn

{Hstsl ?he *ee*Rd pase sf thls lqttsr h** a* otl"sag pla+e eut ert
of lt, cvldently wi.th sefe*or*. l[ffi] *

f,yo*vf trlf,***$g*s* p t,

Qear FIat ce, I reactred ¤ your lettcr of Juro - tha
Sth thls rrcek end I vas elad to hear froa y¤u --gled to hear froa y¤u - --

tsn*.enss es long al .ysffifflanc f wr.:.L 
-try-tffi'?tepl 

ap esiCrFsnasnsq es lone ai ysr*
vg*"te ts man Ss to ths Y*nk**s f sueasgc ?ffit hrave hs*r¤HF*"ta ts me" Ss to thg Y*Rkt*r I suppo*s yeu have hs*s,* sll thc

r*.ns tb*tr Stey tn Jaaksen srs thix* Isb*lt t!r*x durtng tb*t,r stsy tn J*+keen srs thix* I
#avl.d tda*k befEra lsst he wag at Fert l{u**ea sn the

FttsEl.aalBpt Wtr tn I'eu. h* rrag lp*lt cnd hear*y ** X ms n.st s{lts*
prise* st heailng of John Vslu*te*r1ns for I knm th&t lrts Bar*ntc
$ers tea ge+d sc'rlthsf:il pg- -*,r.ffi fran !.f. X knntr
i '*anr nry--noya # yaiEaeE':ffi - - , . tise;-Jffi
ltke ffi s#m6 nycelf _ hard, hora. Spun thread
$ellc for 7 dollare. wtten yeu wrlte tell ne shat lf, selle for
ffir tlrar** the malX rtder sXlt sssn rt*rt ssrs*$ thc ssuatrq.i,n
aga*,rt aad thea l.t r*.:.1" not b* sE m*eh trEubl* to cand a ]"ett*r*
t*I"[ $later I *ht$k $ha ft1ght *eF* ev*r Shs fras plaety af, h*:tss-
ke*p*rr to st*y at h*x*a vhilL ebs ls hers. I lnterld to esass
erysr as fflsn as t!:* n*11 St*pt* *srs** t*le emtnte*,n egatn Hrlt*
Sss* *tvs ny Xere ta *t I t}ls fa.utly **& rocei,va a F*rtlan ,
ymra*1f,*

H* &. Lye*
Satet *rtre latts* sa* *r*.tt*n to tuey $tr*t*r6r Fegum by her
flrst couslnr S* H* {*thsatl H!.Xes} lyen *nd htn *et*r*r H, Ar
tFla*fr*ret Ann l$lnql Lyon* ?!ra *stater* refer**¤ ta !.n tbt
S"etter $*s H. A.-f,yonts etut*r"l H[le* f*bltha 41ng F*6I*u*r
Tfie *Faq{*s r+fsrr*d tc *rx* Sevtd Fisson Lysrlr brofher of, *" H.
I"ysn* The H,IahaE rsferped ta wag Jshn F4umny P*$regn ntrr.l $sB
of John l"ttrrray end E:.las fabLtha tr[lr]g Feg*e*r ?*le Lyoa f,ssf,ly
was Ll.vtng ln Jashsen 0mrntyp r{La. anri the Fegtlsa fsmfl,y Has
ltvLng 1* Sherakee Saurltyr Ala.

$he ortgtnal X"et!+r l.s ln sy psss srtoll*
Bth )eeemben 1958
EneE J. hrrphy {}-tre* ,Ia*nas J. }
3bsF ffth aireiru*n $h*ff!.*l$' Al*b*ma 3566S

Dear Cousin, I know as Soon as you read t h i s l e t t e r you w i l l know
t h a t I wrote it b u t I have wrote it at Mothers request & She d i c t a ‑
t e d h e r p a r t o f i t . I thought f h a t I would drop you a few oe
I a m Sorrow t o t e l l you t h a t I cannot come over a t p r e s e n t .I
S t a r t day a f t e r to morrow to middle Tennessee I am in f o r the war.
Now I belong to Capt Henry (Bunns, Company & to Colonel
Russells Regt of p a r t i s a n Rangers We S t a r t to wards nashvi l le
there is too l e t t e r s due me from Cherokee if ne i the r of them have
been w r i t t e n when you g e t t h i s i f you w i l l w r i t e & d i rec t t o t h i s
o f fi c e or Bel le fonte I w i l l g e t them You are one t h a t I amS p e a k e
i n g about & you know who the o the r i s I a ma f r a i d tha t I will no t
ge t t o come over u n t i l l t h i s war ends i f I a ma l i v e then I want
you to be ready f o r I am coming a f t e r you to come & S t a y awhile
wi th us. t h i s leaves us a l l we l l + I dont want you te f o r g e t what
you promised me in y o u r l e t t e r s Well I b e l i e v e I w i l l h a l t f o r
the present w r i t e Soon

I remain you rs & ¢
Oo. M. Lyon

(No te : The second page o f t h i s l e t t e r has an oblong p iece cu t out
o f i t , e v i d e n t l y w i t h scissors. I J M ) .

Lyonv i l le , Ala. Sept
auth 1862

Dear Neice, I r e e e i v e d| your l e t t e r o f J u n e. t h e
8th t h i s week and { 1was g l a d t o hear f rom you
and I w i l l t r y and Keep up corespondence as l o n g as you wil lwise to me. As to the Yankees I Suppose you have heard a l l the

a r t i c u l a r s about them d u r i n g t h e i r S t a y i n Jaekson ere t h i s . Iheard f r o m David Week before l a s t he was at p o r t Hudson on the
P p River i n Lou. h e was w e l l and h e a r t y «-~- I was n o t su r ‑
ah ps & sol putes John en sacniniane f o r Ping, yont h a t h i s parents
were too good s o u t h e r n p e f rom it.

yankees that . timed T feel
l i k e some m y s e l f hard h e r e . Spun jevend
S e l l s for 7 doliars. when you write t e l l mewhat 1£se l l s f o r
over there . The mai l r i de r w i l l soon s ta r t across the mountain
a g a i n and then i t w i l l no t be so mich t roub le to send a l e t t e r .
t e l l S i s t e r I t h i n k She m i g h t come over She has p l e n t y o f house~
keepers to s tay at home w h i l l she is he re . I in tend to come
over as soon as the m a i l S t a r t s across t h e mountain a g a i n Wr i t e
800. a m y love t o a l l the f a m i l y and receive a p o r t i o n .
y o u r s e l f .

M .  A .  Ly o n

Notet This s e o e was w r i t t e n t o Lucy S t r o t h e r Pegues b y h e r
fi r s t cousin, 0 . n e ( O t h n e i l M i l e s ) Lyon and h i s mother M . A .
(Margaret Ann King) |‐ The " S i s t e r " re fe r red to in t h i s
l e t t e r was M . yon's s i s t e r , El iza Tabitha Pegues.
The “David" r e f e r r e d t o was David Mason Lyon , b r o t h e r o f 0 . M ,
Lyon. The “John” re fe r red to was John Murray Pegues, J r . , son
of John Murray and E l i z a Tabitha K i n g Pegues. The Ly o n f a m i l y
was l i v i n g in Jackson County, A l a . and the Pegues f a m i l y was
l i v i n g in Cherokee County, Ala.
The o r i g i n a l l e t t e r is in my possess ion.
oo December 19468
I n e z J. Murphy ( M r s . J a m e sJ.)
3405 19th Avenue, Sheffield, Alabama 35660



fx 6asp t n u*ls* S*rth ef $hotr.hfsf,1.[g tfar lsttnr LS63
Srar fis*{a I r*eats*d fsttr le*tar af, ?t.b of f*rsrsrlr & f*r dapr
ato I had begun to thtnk that yffu $er gotng to qult wrtteln8 to
na hrt f an gled to aey tlrat tt lc not ac, I vtll havs to eckno*.
ledga tfre gonn"(?) ebotrt thet lsttor you epokg of fgr I did not
analssr tt ss seon aE I qrght to but I hevc rErtttcn to yeu twtcs
sina* .' Xst s*l{ fsr, wwrld sxeuca sa thl* tLw * w811 I t&tak ycu
cr#r* * amothtr tta* ese t,f, E *heqlfr b* gt$fry sf srsh * trXsk
*gilr** *t le**t n kr$,tr yzu woutd {f Fvrr ea$ldl *a* w r*rt*,l:rg thL*
st*e* f *m *ttttng sb * trst ehunk by tltt roE? sf, a tr** xLtb ry
fs*t f,n mr* *hee-eoutb deoB' & r*tti.W s$ Hry knse: * Sri,* lc ths
untr*dleet *{nlr*t!V t*r*t I er*r 6a$ ri I fel'nk tirat, t}r* gtrl* err$h*
tE t-lrLnk a Srs*t ¤o*l af th* bsfs that h*vc rslerl?6sr*d far lf {,*
hs$ rct bes* for tfto #trts X kn*r f x*ves ustl,d b*vs vsluutasr*S -
t f tt *pc* rlst fer thea I sqr*l{fi nat rqat t* ltts f,ar I sssss *wld
s*6 &ry pX.ea*ur* * f $*e plasutd littls a* tt 1* * I ksot* I hs*t
grff,srld !*sr¤ ttrle slnt*r- ther* f ev*tr d.{,4 in uy dre}* }*.f,s b*fotra *
I h*ve n*t slept under a tant *u m*eh *d * useka t&tc sl*t*r I
hsva been gslns aLl tha ttnsc threugtr rnta e$S Sg#ts e tt lt6?ar
ralnr but, vhat I get wet * notxttlhst*t*dtng slL tbat I k*vs hafr varY
geod healt-lr a}"l the t{mar tr hav* S$t up i-n th* mernl*g v}r*n ry
bl.*nk*t uelrld b* frsa* to tbs sra$nd at cth*r ttuaa thsr* t*grflfi
b* prddtl** of vetar un6*r stl * bu* yer srtr*t set rrndarstend by tlttc
thet s!"I- of ,s*r troap* f*rt$ lu thta cay f,ar thxf havs n*t, X dest
gx.sacf tllar* hag bsrn a,rry far*d ss hrart *{ff Fegiment" ** mll Fsll*
*** I *xpe*t yuu h*vc hqard ar mrch sf th!,e *s yst tra*t t* Ss I
wtl.l {rrtt lt * nfir cstrstn Luey I rr*nt yer te urlto to w as $oon
s.s yoa get trhls and tel} ae aIl tba new* * dlrset yon letter to
shelbyvfllel ferin e tf ys*r !#rlts ssen I tdtl" got tt X st*h I r*n*
$trere I cgtrld hear freu yorr s r& eft*a

3 re***"n yEars & e
Sr Lyoa

Satal lQrlE lett*r g.a* tsri.tten by HtlEs Lgaa ta hle flrst earr*la1
Lu*y Stro$rsr Pogneer CIthnetl Hlles Ly*nfa *ath*r s*s $tnrgerst Ann
SfW Lyonl a *.l.etar of Hllse ?sbtth* Stl}f Feguee. Beth of trr*lr
aotharr sera daughtera of Davld KlrU and hta rlfs feblthe Ladbetterr
lcsy Str*ttr*r Pqffic+ Ysrng ]rer ssF granduet]r*r"
Eha orlglnel lellar ts ln uy psrsasslon.
e0th Sctober 1968
I-ne a f. $elrphy {ffirr* #arse a J. }
31+Sf 19th Ai*nrror shaffteldl Ah*bahs 35SdA

I n Camp ( 2 mi les Nor th o f She lbyv i l l e Mar lO th , 1863
Dear C o u g i n TI a tere ae l e t t e r of 7th of January a few days
ago I had begun t o think t h a t you was go i ng t o q u i t w r i t e i n g t o
mebu t I am g l a d to say tha t it is not so. I w i l l have to acknow‑
l e dge the conns(?) about t h a t l e t t e r you spoke of f o r I d i d not
answer i t as soon as I ort to bu t I have wr i t ten to you twice
since ~ You sa i d you would exeuse me t h i s t ime - we l l I th ink you
ought & another time too if I should be g u i l t y of such a t r i c k
agains. At l e a s t I know you would if you could see me w r i t i n g t h i s
one. I a m s i t t i n g o n a wet chunk b y the r o o t o f a t ree w i t h m y
f e e t i n mad shoe mouth deep & w r i t i n g o n m y k n e e :+ t h i s i s tne
middiest country t h a t I ever saw + I th ink t h a t the g i r l s ought
to th ink a great dea l of the boys t ha t have volunteered f o r if it
had not been f o r t he g i r l s I know I never would have volunteered ‑
if it was no t f o r them I would n o t want to l ive f o r I never could
g e e any p l e a s u r e~ I see plagued l i t t l e a s i t i s + I know I have
Suffered more t h i s w in t e r t h a n I ever d i d in my whole l i f e before ‑
T have not S l e p t under a ten t as mich as 2 weeks t h i s winter I
have been go ing a l l t he t ime th rough r a i n and Snow & i t never
r a i n s bu t what I g e t wet ~«no tw i t h s t and i ng a l l t h a t I have had ve r y
good heal th a l l the t ime. I have g o t up in the morn ing when my
blanket would be f roze to t he ground at o t h e r times there would
be puddles of water under me ~ but you must not understand by t h i s
t h a t a l l of our troops f a r ed in t h i s way f o r t h e y have no t [ dont
expect there has been any f a r e dso b u t our regiment -- wel l Cou~‑
s i n I expect you have heard as mich of t h i s as you want to So I
w i l l q u i t i t + now cousin Lucy I want you to w r i t e to meas soon
as you ge t t h i s and t e l l mea l l the news ~ direet your l e t t e r to
Shelbyv i l le , Tenn & i f you w r i t e soon I w i l l g e t i t I wish I was
where I could hear f rom you more o f t e n

I remain yours & ¢

BM. Lyon

Note: This l e t t e r was w r i t t e n b y Miles Lyon t o h i s fi r s t cousin,
Lucey S t r o t he r Pegues. Othnei l Miles Lyon 's mother was Margaret Annabe Lyon, a s i s t e r of E l i z a Tabi tha ne Pegues. Both of t h e i r
mothers were daughters of David K i n g and h i s w i f e Tabitha Ledbetter.
Luey S t r o t he r Pegues Young was my grandmother.
The o r i g i n a l l e t t e r is in my possession.
20th October 1968
Inez J. Murphy (M r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue, Sheffield, Alabama 35660



&rtstrt* of feXdEd lstttrl
Bell*fsnta
Apr 13

Cherokt* Sm*,*y
H[nt L, $. P*Streg

*eyl+*vl.11g
Al*

In C*up eq tha $hqt byylllc & Hashvi.ll* trrmplka l-f, mtlo* f*ew
shelbyvt,lle Apr fth- 1B5l
Fs*r ffs***.n Luey sr I Sld npt *$s?rsr ydrur Xettsr sf ??th ef
Fsb t}rs s*.!Es tla* X Std tlro oth*r sns sf tfrat d*tg I trtll nsn
try and sas*ar i.t tfreugh X have not&t:rg ef l,mp*r*tanEr t* tslly¤r* thf* leaves me ndell & hearty I re*eLssd E" l.*tt*r tcday
frss S* H. lyEa th*y nvrs e.1.1 trell exeapt fru:a vac*tnstleas
X eas sirt gf,d* of eer Fishet l"tnee tht* sornlng after e*rn *
wa* ln * mlle & helf of ? Brl,gge{ec ef ?snkp f Sslr th* $ruek*
frsu a horse that they burned I een alwaya tell utrara they
}r*ye b*sn by tha hstrsss tlr*y tnlrn Ysu sald thnt ffi.ca S vsb
dtcapoLnted ln not Recatvtng a Lattar f,re* n* hy l4r Srender
f dont+ $ec !,&*y ahe mq far lf X hsd Ssnt onc by htn prob*bly
svetry &*n i.a Samptons t*0) ffifid hana fa*nd q*.rt that f tras
vft&tng te her Sema ef thm rffitld havs forsrd *.t cnrt I klror
& a* tt La ho psrren knsqr-f ary thLng *bslrt lt e I did net
thS.r:ilr Sha r*ant*d aver F*rssrr sr filty S¤r$f,n *trt hsrc te kns*
th*re was eny *ar*oportG&llcs gal,*S *n b,etue*n h*r e cy*elf,
I ilont know hsprr tt l"* b*ek tJrars bt*f I kneqr thet yeil k*pff Xt
& H ?reva n* *b$estl*a t+ tt* br*g tf Sh+ ls tb* ktfu* sf girt
thst E thtak $h+ 1* X ttrorrt thtrrk thEr* *.r xearrr *s&f, ffrerq th*t
k*ess any thtng ab*rt lt' dr*s I rrae*vs s l*ttsr f dsat vant
a&y psre$a ts Sss tt dosrt Gsr6 **rs tt i"s frdu, Stlty FrortEr
h,s* senslr$g-d tE dr h1s etnl X,tttk vrtttrg msybo hc & F¤i.s*
Sg|gm {t) wf:,l get }rp s ¤Gretpend+l:** 6f thor* etm Rolr th*t
ws h*vo get th*s $tart*{* I b*11*v* beth sf thafi $a*us vl!.l*
l4s. he ls s. cLever boy & vsrT agreoable & llvely one *lf-sver I get baok I tatend tb nunt you qtt a srybet treFE ffyan h*v* ?r6rls* 3 x*y hara:s fsr J. H. gr (?) I glcrf tn hlr
6$rrtk & hepa tlm.t X may be *s lreky ss hs ls Sm* d*y i"f I
aver ds. ¤c6ry thlr4 Xs Stl,ll out hsr* rrs'lrr a{qf Ee ftghtir*#get-r.H os tb*t I s4n h*sr cf * f expeet thsg thc nsrt tfrlneyou hear of .v111 ba e bloody battls. they ara norkl.ng head-
nerk norr I (hgSg-&eg4!) on. thta leavee ttre Uoya al"l-like,
ayealf wentlng to go home & So* thatr Sfls*t hss,rts. tr{rits $corr

Yours aa gver & e
S. $* I,y*n

Pr,$r.*tve_ ny 1*v* & bsst rarpaet* ¤a all *he fautly &
rgeetve tfia $*ua trtrrn Ss1f, *
ffat*l t?re n#"ff" LyoaF was OthrmtX Htlee lryen*u br*thtr, vlretr
ti*# trer #6ht"tttn4*n Ft*tth*S* tlt* il!*r. SberrdtrF uq"E pirbeblv
*lbsqt sr*tder l**as hs& eerrl*s an *ldar af.atar of Lucy s, Fehrarr
!ess* Artn Sf,c&r Fa6nef .
Tlr* srigtnal *f "!htr latt*r ts ln ny B*rssrslon *;r trlrig deta*
?n* S*saxnbar lgd$

a Jcnklns Ffi*rphy {l6rs* .Iaaeg X*}
9 lqth averuraf s*lafft*ld' Atr*bam 3S660

Outside of fo lded l e t t e r :
Bel lefonte

Apr 13

Miss Le 8S. Pegues
Cherokee County G a y l e s v i l l e

Ala

I n Camp o n the S h e l b y v i l l e & Nashvi l le t u r n p i k e 1 2 m i l es f rom
S h e l b y v i l l e Apr 7th 1863
Dear Cousin Lucy as I d i d not answer y o u r l e t t e r of 27th of
Feb the same t ime I d i d the other one of t h a t date I w i l l now
t r y and answer i t though I have no th i ng of impor tance to t e l l
you t h i s leaves me w e l l & h e a r t y I rece i ved a l e t t e r today
f rom C. M. Lyon t h e y were a l l we l l except f rom vaccinations
I was out s ide o f our p i c k e t l i n e s t h i s m o r n i n g a f t e r corn &
was in a mi le & h a l f of 2 Briggades of Yanks I Saw the Smoke
f rom a house t h a t they burned I can always t e l l where t h e y
have been by the houses t h e y burn You said t h a t Miss E was
disapointed in not Receiv ing a l e t t e r from me by Mr Browder
I donte See why she was f o r i f I had Sent one by h im probably
every man in Hamptons (CO) would have found out tha t I was
w r i t i n g t o h e r Some o f them would have found i t out I know
& as it is no person knows any t h i n g about it & I d i d no t
th ink She wanted ever person or any person out here to know
there was any corespondence go ing on between h e r & myse l f
I dont know how it is back there but I know t h a t you know it
& I have n o o b j e c t i o n t o i t . b u t i f She i s t h e k i n d o f g i r l
t h a t I t h i n k She i s I dont t h i n k there i s many over there t h a t
knovs any t h i n g about i t . when I receive a l e t t e r I dont want

i n g . he i s a c lever b o y & ve ry ag reeab le & l i v e l y one ___
i f ever I ge t back I in tend to hunt you out a Sweet heart i f
you have none. I say h u r a y f o r J. M. C.(?) I g l o r y in h i s
spunk & hope t h a tI may be as l u c k y as he is Some day if [
ever d o , every t h i n g i s S t i l l ou t h e r e now. now n o fi g h t i n g
g o i n g on t h a t I ean h e a r of I expect t h a t t he next t h i n g
you hea r of w i l l bea bloody battle. t h e y are work ing head
work now I (here-hear?) on. t h i s leaves the boys a l l l i k e .
m y s e l f w a n t i n g t o g o home & See t h e i r Sweet hear ts . Wr i te Soon

Yours as ever  &e
O. MeLyon

PsSs Give my love & best respects to a l l the f a m i l y &
reee ive t h e Same y o u r S e l f __

Notet The "C.M™. Lyon" was Othneil Miles Lyon's brother, whose
name was "Chittenden Matthew". The "Mr. Browder" was probably
Alber t Browder who had married an o lder s i s t e r of Lucy S. Pegues,
named Ann Hicks Pegues.
The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r is in my possess ion on t h i s date.
2nd December 1968
Inez Jenkins Murphy ( M r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avene, Sheffield, Alabama 35660



&rLy l¤th XB6l+
Faatr, Sfiml,a

It sstac ssalcss to lrrlta m I exprot
sosn hrrt X ths*Fh(t) I rrsuld drop you e-ferr Xlner
Sarsln l*eaf f ds wtr sh tiut affat na wat sg- f*ta!- Xaftsr

tE sos ysu
a$yhanr

emld Gsa*
aftsr you hil, wysnt f but us lt ts teporrlbLa thesgh X trtll
to ueet ffil I ieao vttlin 12 or 15 nllar of ysl a!- I fistrto ueet ffil I heao vttlin 1? Er lF nlLtr of yer *r I csm
By not s?opBtng f had eonpany scrosi tha ssrntela ?;hrsugh
tirrev;* If- i hid $tenpcd I vould have had to 6sss thrsu*htirrey;* Xf- i hed $tepp*d I $stild hane had to 6sss thrsu*h

trY
hou*r

th*
by

wy $Clf & mnybs* I nsvsr warrld hav* Sst threu#h.
I rrould trl.te te Fltre Frsaa brrt I have vrttt*n to her $l.r*o I
have ree*Lvod a Lttter frsa h*r & frm g, Lfttfn (?) lnfasaatl.es
that tr reeelved befsre f Starts$ htles X an btgtntag te thlnk
tbat my sr*,ttsg tf aL}. tn valn* I trt*h tr kasu the truth sbElrt
lt. I irarXd ltkt vcr? mueh ts $oe hsF. tf yatr t*s hsr Slvs her
ay eouFliments, Corrstn lucy I symp]ertlt tttth you ln yctrr
fisrrffir f,$r tt ls tueh as I navsr f*lt but tlra *dvanetd egc of
Ey owr Father & Motdrsr t'olls n* th*t hrt * fa* msre $hdrt ys*.fil
eln Holl bg bsfore I rrtll ba an orphan. tht* lt*vs* me tn
telsrab3a gosd hcalth.

{ on tha orrtel¤e of thls fol.{edl

Yourc & e
Hil.es

sheat of p*por)

Cgatn Luetr n*?t! l*t eny p¤raon eea tlrl.s lLnc.

Fotet llrts letter tmg v"lttan by Othnell Mtlcs Lyon to hla
flrgt co.rrlnl larcy strsthcr Feguer {sy 0randnot}rcl}. ltrerHira &ffiail timt no dsrbt' $tma SulBcpper r*ho tl,vt* tn Ch**skea
Sountyl Al,e" I '!*ho nret* letter'* to Lucy Br pafftrs* *f,ter rha
aoved fo Jaokgon Canntyl Ala' r after tha daa{th ef, bgtfi of. her
psreate, lier Father, 'rbrrn Hrriay P¤guet dted Fob. e8t -1861+.
FIer FtotherlEltua fablttra Ktns paetrei dled Juna tgs 186t+.
$rls lattor r*rcc evtdtntly vrlttrn Jugt bafsra tha orphenod
eblX.dnen of John Mr ssd Blts& t. Slus Pegmer ruos*d to Snekron
Corntyl fr,la, Se ehlldren rsafit l{artba KFgr Ellaabeth Sreeng
Jshn !+irrayr Jr"(rarssd ln t?rs Ctvll tfar)r Lucy strotbcr end
ilavl,d HtrW F*6uar, *nether daushterr lnn Hleku Feguor had
*lrcady marr[*d filbart, Sretrderr
thc orlglnsl ef, thls Lattar ls ln ry
let ilceonbarr 1968
f4er Jonhtnt'*errphy {}Sc. Jansg I, }
31105 19th Aveffirl
*Aoffl*ldr Alabq&a 35660

pos**sston ¤a thl* datt.

J a l y 12th 1864
Dear Cousin

It seems useless to w r i t e as I expect to See you
Seon b u t I though(t) I would drop you a few lines ae gi
Cousin Luey I d o wish t h a t a f f a i r s was 5 0 t h a t I could come
a f t e r you a l l myse l f b u t as it is impossible though I w i l l t r y
t o meet you. I came w i t h i n 1 2 o r 1 5 miles o f you a s I came home.
By no t Stopping I had company across t h e mountain t h r o u g h t h e
t o r e y s . I f I had Stopped I would have had t o come through b y
m y S e l f & maybee I never would have g o t t h r o u g h .

I would w r i t e t o Miss Emma b u t I have w r i t t e n t o h e r Since I
have received a l e t t e r f r o m h e r & from a le ( ? ) in fo rmat ion
t h a t I received be fo re I S t a r t e d home [ am begining to th ink
t h a t m y w r i t i n g i s a l l i n va in . I wish I knew t h e t r u t h about
i t . I would l i k e v e r y much to See h e r . if you See h e r g i v e h e r
my compliments. Cousin Lucy I symphasise v i t h you in y o u r
Sorrow f o r it ts such as I never f e l t b u t the advanced age of
my own Father & Mother t e l l s me t h a t bu t a few more Short years
can R o l l by before I w i l l be an orphan. t h i s leaves me in
to lerable good hea l th .

Yo u r s  &  ¢

Miles

( On t h e outside of t h i s f o l ded sheet of paper)
Cousin Luey never l e t any person see t h i s l i n e .

Note: This l e t t e r was w r i t t e n b y Othnei l Mi les Lyon t o h i s
fi r s t cousin, Lucy S t ro the r Pegues (my Grandmother) . The
"Miss Emma" was no doubt Emma Culpepper who l i v e d in Cherokee
County, Alas, who wrote te t ters to Lucy S. Pegues a f t e r she
moved bo Jackson County, A l a . , a f t e r the death of both of h e r
pa ren ts . Her Fa the r, John Mur ray Pegues d ied Feb. 28, 1864,
Her Mother,Eliza Tabitha K i n g Pegues died June 19, 18 .
This l e t t e r was e v i d e n t l y w r i t t e n j u s t before the orphaned
children of John M. and El iza T. King Pegues moved to Jackson
County, A l a . The ch i ld ren were ha K i n g , El izabeth Susan,
John Murray, J r . ( s e r v e d i n t h e C i v i l War), L u e y St ro ther and
David K i n g pegues. Another daughter, Ann fiteks Pegues had
a l ready married A lbe r t B r o w d e r ,

The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r i s in my possess ion on t h i s date.
l s t December, 1968 | |
Inez Jenkins Murphy (Mrs . James J. )
3405 19th Averme
Sheffie ld , Alabama 35660



&rnttruvillt Ala'
erly ?2il 1#3

Drar Cqtrxtn I mtrtv*d yo{r httcr la iltr* ttuc" f me Sl.edto hrar flgc fir*r I lroul¤ hsvr saanrc6 Lt bafore nEr hrt
hev* bcca rnrnnta* *bmt *o mrsh trh*t I bave aat h*d en
oppcr$l*ltyr !{f*rlf sa{ Srwn otherr $fiil d*tal}#t le*t
$attartley for * $e*ttr Sr arlvtd hcre *a lhaday atght aftcr 3 deyr hard
rLdlag" Ifa left mrr 8rgt' st frrntsn O*. lfa rrlll. mt staf at
tht.e pleea but a fcr day** X Se not horr r*urr w* vtll go tor
GarsLn I*rEy f nswr 6crn eny btrd tlces trntlll Br*gg begun ?o
rttr*at' I hav* rods atght & datr pratty mroh 6vor Since i* havs
elonc vttlreilt fead fsr ryealf * hsr*r untlll w botrh f**1 ve!?donc vltheut fead for uryeaU e t untlll rru both ft*l very
bad. f hasa bsan y6ry urnrcll 6T6r atnes I left frp4ten* X h*yr
thc *srst esld that I over hadl ln ny lifc, I havsf,thc hsadseh;thc *srst esld that I over hadl ln ny lifc' I havs1
"efe 

bed fer the laat t*rrLse days. I thtrh I rrtllYery bad for tha laat t*rrlsr dafs, lrlk I vtll gst to gs
urt$llcner for lt Lr nothw losa. I hepc fm vllt oxerrs ry Shugi$llcner fsr lt ir n

ny f*utr t' Yffi, wlll heva ts exelrri sf thert lattar for utr p¤a
lr rery bad' I r*oul'd not *ttrupted to vtrltc at thtc ttat butlr ver17 bpd' I r*oul'd not *ttrupted to vtrltc at thtc ttat but
war afrelll ym vsrld gtrs ae enrt. Yat n*erl aet sftte uatlllyos h*ar f,raa st agatn far f an nat tell yofi $hcrc to dlr*rt
Etrr lcttsr te, *r Sson ar f gat Statl^oncd ytr*rt I aen Siat alottsr frsn you I ytll vrtte aglLn.

tr Seaatn yotrr* & o
$t[lEr Lytn

Sot** ftrs nbovo lottm $frr yf,l,ttcs to tucy $trstbm Peguatl
*ho latsr nerrLad Jassr }lsnderson Yorag, nt grendp*rratr. fhe
orlglnal ef thtr letter t s ln Ey posseairlon sn tlrll detl.
d+th l$ovcreber 1968
3bof 19th Avenue
$hcfftelds &tahn* 3f66S

fncr {gnkiss lerrphy {Hre.Janrs J. }

Guntersvi l le Ala.
J u l y 224 1863

Dear Cousin I received your l e t t e r in due t ime . I was g l a d
to hear from you. I would have answered it before now bu t
have been r u n n i n g about s o mich t h a t I have not had a n
o p p e r t u n i t y. M y s e l f and Seven o t h e r s were deta i led l a s t
S a t t u r d a y f o r a Scout . We ar ived h e r e o n Monday n i g h t a f t e r 3 days h a r d
r i d i n g . W el e f t our Regt . a t Trenton Ga. W ew i l l not s tay a t
t h i s p lace b u t a few days. I do no t know where we w i l l go t o .
Cousin Lucy I never seen any hard times u n t i l l Bragg begun to
re t reat . I have rode n i g h t & day p r e t t y much ever Since & have
done without feed f o r mysel f & horse u n t i l l we both fee l ve r y
bad. I have been v e r y unwel l ever s ince I l e f t ‘ ton. I have
the worst cold t h a t I ever had in my l i f e . I have; the headache
ve ry bad f o r the l a s t t h r i c e days . I t h i nk I w i l l get t o g o
home Soon. I hope you w i l l excuse my Tong*S i l ence f o r i t i s not
m y f a u l t . You w i l l have t o excuse m yS h o r t l e t t e r f o r m ypenn
is very bad. I would no t at tempted to w r i t e at t h i s time b u t
was a f r a i d y o u would g i v e m eout . You need not w r i t e u n t i l l
you hear from m ea g a i n f o r I ean not t e l l you where t o d i r e c t
our l e t t e r t o . As Soon as I g e t Sta t ioned where I can g e t a
l e t t e r f rom you I w i l l w r i t e a g a i n .

I Remain yours &¢

Miles Lyon

Note: The above l e t t e r was w r i t t e n t o Luey S t r o t h e r Pegues,
who l a t e r marr ied James Henderson Young, my grandparents . The
o r i g i n a l of t h i s l e t t e r is in my possession on t h i s date.

okhth November 1968 {i} { A
0 p SF Z i A j /

HOF 19thAvante co a
Inez Jenkins Murphy (Mrs.James J . )
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{rut poi'b' Rover, Tenn l+e.y 26t}r f863

Dear Ccusin. I receir.rcd ]ror:: kinrl note day hefore yesterc-as.I & hasten
to ccr i .p-1-1'ui th your ' r 'cc iuestu that  ls thr*  so. l r r  p:r , r t  but  1 Shir l l  eot
pro:rise a long; one tlr is t lr ie but I,*j"l- l r. it ' i te sosn on s-ecCIltnt of my
las.b ol:+ being so 1on6 o;r the roa-d.. Yciu salci ]rorf liecl not but c,ne
letier from ns $tnce .1{r. iJror,icler cane hoiren l.lor'l Co'-t,si.n L,.icy I knotr
f ha*re 's,rritten 3 sJ-uce then 4n.,1 st:rrteil t lre:ir to ;rs11 & lf you have
not got there f dont thii: l ; you ougirt to bleile n* for lt & I clonte
belleve you ',ri11- }riro'..,r tiret afier I .u:rite tireiii anei (g!. *!"1) thern
if they t1o not Co. t irsn I ee.n not he-Lp'it. I an so:{:rotd to lrnoi'r
the Yanl<s Jrac]- got i-n that sectton for I ho;:ec1 thegr t:rorLJ-C troj; Set
to clj-star:t tirat poi:'l;lon of the cor:nti')'" I r,+as glad to hee,v of .*lour
wed"C3-ng all of the o1;jee'i;io::.s I had to i'r :.,r*r'e he r..ra.$ a. lj.ttLe too
oltl bu't : 'ray bee She va.s going b.y the clr1 a.r1a3e ths.t l-t ' .rf l .s better' i;o be an o:ld Eianrs darling tiran a yo1ln-f r*a,"ls sleve * bu.t tf t ln.ere
I c ?,1.ny11r rn11?a $',fCh battl_eS f'OUg11ft aS th.e-r:e he,rre been in Vlr.glnia+ g

at i,{ i lrfreesbo:ro & at Vl-cksbu.l 'g I a.n afralcl it r; i11. be as an ol-d"
preaeher precilctecl a fer. ' l  yeers b.3.ck over tn Jacl"lson Co ire r'-ras
blazing ar..r.?.v & t:: his disco';rsr,-: he rer:rarlierl *ka:rdagr?s,r:ral*tngx
0h yesl i iy broihe::n & $ist.ers the day is cornlng & v:111 soon tre here
',...'hen there r'rill be fieven rroren he.nging 'bc o:1e nens ccat tail & ]rere
w111 be :iL"ror o1<i urcle toeny lrltlr a roun,'l.abc':.t on * r1or.-r 

"lhen )rou-
$et to talhing abc'rt ri:aking pe,:.c+ ;;ou ui11 hnve to e.ppLy to $cs.;
perscn that h*.s a great deal rore lo1..ror than ycrlr huuble sert'en-t.
as to that $i.restheert I lr i1l t: i '  4 start htn cui as soon. as possible
(Fattrer has been ou-t to see ile ht $ta.rtr:el ho;i:e;les'cerilay):norniag)
f i+a.nf yo:"r to talte care of ny $r.r*ethe+"rt do'nrR there. f knov that lf
I had noi titought she r+as a fitre .eirl & a $:lart oii.e too I never
l+ou1d h:rve i,ir=itterr to her & f thoughi: Si:e ',gl,.s a$ good loakin:t as
any I $a:+ tlhile I vas o!"rer there tl 1n tire r;errls of the poett Jr-:-st
as sur,e as the trlackberry groi..rs ori the byr:,nch I a:r going tc cone
to fjee ]rer if I get a ch:lnce_r_* _ i l i l ly tolcl rne he rg&s gcii:g tc
r.rrj-te to l':j-ss L- abo';t a sionth agc trut f clonte belLel"e he iras
aone lt yet, f hear the canon roarlng this rnornlng i:ut they are e
good piece off t l ie briaga.de thai davld belongs tc l:a.s noved ctn up
to varCs nr:.rffeesboro I thinh there u111 ba a figirt. uo here before
long tiel1 I au actlt 'rg urrder tsri-gaciler General R.rssel1 l iajor $eneral
l ' far"tin & Gelr l., iheeler chlef o1- cavslry they are a1l then s:lbject to
Braggs orclers Cc1 Russell is cor:!: iand.ing our brigg*.da at present
wrlte soon give :try love to the fanl1y & rec a portlon yourself

FIlles

I' loie: The abotre letter vas r. 'r itten to ny Granclnother, L*cg Strot?rer
-Le,reg Young ( t+s.  isnds i I . )  befcre she-m*.rr led.  The' let tbr  ro 'as
r ' r r i t teq by hee f t rst  coj fs in,  0threi l  HlLes tyon, son of  Rev. t " lason
R. Lyon and his', 'r i feo i iar:;aret Anir i{trrg, }, iai:6aret Ann Ktng r.ras a
stster of  E1lzs Ta.bi . tha { l=49, Fegues, the i . lother.of  Lucy Str"oiher
*gr,,-leg You;rg. The originif?i t[ts ietter 1s ln r: iy possession on
th ls  d : r te ,  A ' :3us t  11 ,  1958.
fnez Jn lUr,chy ( , ' : rs.  J. i i rcs J.  )
3405 19t1r Avenuey Sheffield, Alabana 35660

f
Out Post! Rover, Tenn May 26th 1863
Dear Cous in . I r e c e i v e d y o u r k i n d no te day be f o r e y e s t e r d a y & has ten
to comply w i t h y o u r reques t . t h a t i s t h e soon p a r t b u t I S h a l l n o t
p rom i se a l o n g one this t ime b u t I w i l l w r i t e soon on account o f ny
l a s t one b e i n g s o l o n g o n t h e r o a d . You s a i d y o u had n o t b u t one
l e t t e r f rom me s ince M r. Browder came home. Now Cousin Lucy I know
I have w r i t t e n 3 s ince t h e n and s t a r t e d them t o you & i f y o u have
n o t go t them I don t t h i n k you ough t t o blame me f o r | = & I ere
if t h e y do n o t g o . t hen I can n o t h e l p i t . I amsorroy to know:
t h eYanks had g o t i n t h a t s e c t i o n f o r I aes the y would n o t g e t
t o d i s t a n t t h a t p o r t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y. I was g l a d t o hea r o f y o u r
wedding a l l o f the ob j e c t i o n s I had t o i t were h e was a l i t t l e t oo
o l d b u t may bee She was g o i n g b y t h e o l d adage t h a t i t was b e t t e r
t o b e a n o l d man's d a r l i n g t h a n a young mans s lave _ b u t i f t h e r e
i s many more Such b a t t l e s f o u g h t a s t h e r e have been i n V i r g i n i a
at Murfreesboro & at V i e k s bu r g I ama f r a i d it w i l l be as an o l d
p reacher p r e d i c t e d a few y e a r s back ove r i n Jackson C o h e vas
b l a z i n g avav & in h i s d i scou rse he remarked xkaxtayxykuxramkngx
Oh y e s ! M y b r o t h e r n & S i s t e r s t h e day i s com i ng & w i l l soon b e h e r e
when there w i l l be Seven women hang ing to one mans coat t a i l & h e r e
w i l l be poo r cold u n c l e tommy w i t h a roundabou t on _ now when y o u
f e t t o t a l k i n g about making peses you w i l l have t o a p p l y t o Some
p e r s o n t h a t has a g r e a t d e a l more powe r t h a n y o u r humble se rvan t .
as to t h a t sweetheart I w i l l t r y & s t a r t h im out as soon as po s s i b l e
( F a t h e r h a s been o u t to see me he S t a r t e d home yesterday)morning)
= want you to take care of my Sweethear t down t h e r e . I know t h a t i f
I had no t t h o u g h t S h e was a fi n e g i r l & a Smart one t o o I neve r
would have w r i t t e n t o h e r & I t h o u g h t She was a s good Looking a s
any I Saw wh i l e I was ove r t h e r e & i n t h e words o f t h e p o e t t J u s t
a s sure a s the b l a c k b e r r y zrows on t h e branch I am g o i n g t o come
to See h e r if I g e t a chance._ _ » ~B i l l y t o l d me he was g o i n g to
w r i t e t o Miss L a p o u t a month a g o b u t I donte b e l i e v e h e has
done i t y e t . I h e a r t h e canon r o a r i n g t h i s mo r n i n g b u t t h e y a re a
food piece o f f t he b r i g g a d e t h a t dav i d be longs t o has moved o n u p
to wards mur f reesboro I t h i n k t h e r e w i l l be a Fight up h e r e before
l o n g w e l l I a m a unde r B r i g a d i e r Gene ra l R u s s e l lMajor General
Ma r t i n & Gen Wheeler c h i e f of c a v s i r y t h e y a r e a l l them s u b j e c t to
B raggs o r d e r s C o l Russell is commanding o u r b r i g g a de at present
w r i t e soon g i v e myl o ve to t he f a m i l y& ree a p o r t i o n yourself

Mi les

rapa OO

Note : The above l e t t e r was w r i t t e n to my Grandmother, Lucy S t r o t h e r
Pezues Young (M r s . Jamés H . ) be fo re she mar r i ed . The l e t t e r waswritten bynerr fi r s t cous in , O t h n e i l Miles Lyon, son of Rev. Mason
R. Lyon and ae w i f e , Margaret Ann K i n g . Ma rga re t Ann K i n g was a
s i s t e r of E l i z a Tab i t ha King Pegues, t h e Hother of Luc y Strother
Pegues Young. The original 0o f t h i s l e t t e r i s i n my pos se s s i o n on
t h i s date, August 117, 1968,
I n e z J. Murphy ( Y r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue, She ffie ld , Alabama 35660



' . lfarch 28, 1882
Dear Brotber & $teters
I,'Ie 'nave not heard a word from you ln so 1on6 a tlne I thought I'..ro'lld r+rtte one &o ttne & see what has beconre of Srou r.'hether you
were all ded or dtd not want to writ or u'hat was the rnatter &!e
hav not hacl a letter from you slnee febrary thay are aLl gone
from home but I & Ilteks & Ellsa Ruska ls gone vtsltlng the
chtldren gon to school.  Davld ts nrning ro'rnd sorn (?) Eltza
ea}les t?) & ntns ov¤r the house so I can nst $rtt $e hs.d e
good frost last nlght our garden ,.s all up but X do not thtnk
tt ts hurt our eabtg ls large enough to set out mustard larg
enough to eat Bnas ready to stlek we entlley l-ost the seed of
beane laet year lt cras so dry ve heC to beg all '*e Sotr Frartha
vrtt to John lf yo,r do not he w111 not '*"rlt any nore ktss the
chtLdren for me do not let then forget **U"*nr*

( on the back stde of thia one eheet of tablet paper te the
foLlowing lotter. IJi' l)

Dear annt, i,'i,artha { aunt }.k,rtha }
t tlro*girt that L ','routrd r'rrtte you one nore ttns 1 trave been golng
to sehool L am studylng geography and speLllng book & f,srrth
grade reader and arLthnette ma and pa has gone to stnglng me
and Arnt bet siaid at hor:ne and Kept the baby 'ge id,lJ. soon hsve
onlong btg enough to eat our lrsh potato l"s up I go to $unday
$ehor:L ev¤ry $'rnday our garden ts Jrrst at the door l,frs S
sanders satd to te1l you write to her she ls at our houso nsv
l,!ay ean read ln the ftrst reader lt has been a Long tlne elneeriFe got a Letter fron you sur ehlcken ls dytng wlth cholera
I wtLl elose for thts tllae John Y Pegrres to l{ K Peguee

,Yotet The abova letter tras wrltten by Ehzabeth gusan (Bettte
or Bet) to her etsters, ifrs. L[c]r Strbther P$rues Yorrng and her
hrrsband, Janes H. Young (ny grandparents) and to Martha K!.ng
Pg$res; all-r.,rere ehiidren of John iuumay Pegrres anC hls -t' lfe,
E1tsa Tabttha &[ng. ],lartha Ktng Pe$ues nerer narrted and Llved
wtth Janes H. Young s,nd htrs utfe, Luey $trother Pegues.
Eltz*beth $usan (Bettle or Betl never riamled, and. Llved ',rlth
her brothery Javtd F,lng ?egUes. tlte rrJohn l'{ Feguesr '"trho r,rrots
the letter vas a son of ilavlct ts3.ng rbeg'les and his wtfel Jenreha
culLatt (R'rsk*). Ths tfl{ayH and tt[ltzafr and trHickstr nentloned ln
this letter bref¤ eh{.ldron of Davld Xlng Pegues. fhe 'rJohn X
Pegues '^.rhc r.rrote tl:e Letter to hts Hslnt Marthaff rsas also a son
of $avtd Kltg Peg'rea end ,Tiuushs (J,trlta?) Cu[att.
fhe ortglnal of thls letter ls ln my possosston on thts cLater
Oetober JL, L96B
I.nea J. ifirrphy ( l,irs. Jarnes Jr)
3tlo5 19th Averme
Sheffteld, Alabana 35660

{

March 28, 1882
Dear Bro the r & Sts te rs

We have not heard a word from you in so l o n ga t ime I though t I
would w r i t e one mo time & see what has become of you whether you
were a l l ded or d i d no t want to w r i t or what was t he matter we
hav not had a l e t t e r from you s ince f eb r a r y t ha y are a l l gone
from home bu t I & Wickes & E l i za Ruska i s gone v i s i t i n g t he
ch i l d ren gon t o school . David i s r u n i n g round ( ? ) E l i za

& runs over t he house so I ean not writ we had a
good frost l a s t n i g h t our ga rden i s a l l up b u t I do not t h i nk
it is h u r t our cab ig is l a r g e enough to set out mustard l a r g
enough t o ea t peas r eady t o s t i c k w e e n t i l e y l o s t the seed o f
beans l a s t year it was so d r y we had to beg a l l we g o t . Martha
w r i t t o John i f y o u d o n o t h e w i l l no t w r i t any more k i s s t he
ch i l d r en f o r me do no t l e t them f o r g e t ae pm

e t t i e

( on t he back side o f t h i s one sheet o f t ab l e t paper i s the
f o l l ow i n g l e t t e r . IJ™)

Dear aumt Martha ( aunt Mar tha)

i t hough t t h a t i would w r i t e you one more time i have been go ing
to school . i am s t udy i ng geography and s p e l l i n g book & f o u r t h
grade reader and ar i thmet ic maand pa has gone to s i ng i ng me
and Aunt b e t s t a i d a t home and Kept t he baby w e w i l l soon have
onions b i g enough to eat our i r s h po t a t o is up i go to Sunday
Sehool every Sunday our garden is j u s t at the door Mrs E
Sanders s a i d to t e l l you wr i t e to h e r she is at ou r house now
May ean read in the fi r s t reader it has been a l o n g time since
we g o t a l e t t e r f rom you our chicken is d y i n g w i t h cholera
i w i l l c lose f o r t h i s t ime John ™ Pegues to M K Pegues

Notes The above l e t t e r was w r i t t e n by Elizabeth Susan ( B e t t i e
o r B e t ) to he r s i s te rs , Mrs . Luey S t ro the r Young and h e r
husband, James H. Young (my grandparents) and to Martha K i n g
Pegues, a l l were c h i l d r e n o f John Mur ray Pegues and h i s w i fe ,
E l i z a Tab i t ha Kéng. Martha K i n g Pegues never marr ied and l i v e d
w i t h James H. Young and h i s w i fe , Lucy Strother Pegues. _
E l i z abe t h Susan ( B e t t i e o r B e t , never marr ied, and l i v e d w i t h
h e r bro ther, David K i n g Peguese The “John M Pegues" who wrote
t he l e t t e r was a son of David K i ng Pegues and h i s w i f e , Jerusha
Gu l l a t t (Ruska ) . The "May" and "E l i za " and "Hicks" mentioned in
t h i s l e t t e r were ch i l d r en o f David K i n g Pegues. The "John M
Pegues who wrote t h e l e t t e r to h i s "aunt Martha" was a l so a son
o f David. King Peguea and Jurusha ( J u r i t a ? ) Gu l l a t t .

The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r i s i n my possess i on on t h i s da te .
October 31, 1968
Inez J, Murphy ( Mrs. James J . )
3405 19th Avenue
Sheffie ld , Alabama 35660



Irrarch the 26 B: (fgg:)

Dear Brother and Slsters

having rnirltten to you before Christmas and
rec no ansrirer as yet I thought I r,rould rrrit¤ again for fou are ny
dear Slsters and Brother and f feel lt my duty rnrhen we have no other
way of conversing to Let you hear from us occasionaly whether rre
hear from you or not it pains my heart to think you have entlrely
forgotten and forsaken one that Loves you and wishes you well and
i f  I  never see or hear f rom you again I  hope to meet you in heaven
above where the seerets of  a l l  hearts wi l l  be diselosed.

f have nothing interesting to nrlte more than rre are all well l4r
Bror^rder and Davle is ploughing want to finish planting corn thls
r,reek they p}anted some Last week have nearly all theire eotton gro-
und Listed I have planted my garden partly have peas onlons mustard
and Lettuce up 1vs can raise al l  k inds of  vegetables here El len and
l4ary have gone to Elizas this evenlng they only Live a mile from us
they have trrro pretty Litt le girls l lary and Lucy

f want you to r,rrite to us and tell us rrrhat has beeome of George
Brorrrder rrhere he 1s 11ving tell hirn hor.rdy for me tel1 him to thlnk
of me some times as one that has alvrays Loved hlm and never wil l
forget hlm unt i l  I  eease to Live f  would be very glad to see you
all and talk i+ith you eould te1l you many things that my pen falIs
to te1l but dont knor"' that I ever r.rri l l  have the pleasure of seeing
you all again on earth but there is one thing sure I never wil l
forget you. you r+il1 all ways have a place ln my menory the ehildren
often talks about you they can all recolect you but Walter we have
preaching near us once a month our Preachers name is Boyls had a
quarterly meeting Last saturday, sunday the Elders name is Smith
both good preachers

Flartha r,^rhy dont you r*rite to me what is the matter you have never
written to ne but onee since I Left there I am golng to r,vrite to
you all ruhether you r*rite or not rnrhen so I can Last year r.se had
nothing to buy stamps r,rrith but f hope nor dont think it wil l be the
case lu i th us th ls year l f  nothing ser ious happens f  r ,^r i l l  c lose for
thls time hopelng to hear from you all soo/v/f remain as ever your
a f fec t ionate  S is te r

A I{ Brorlrder

Our Love to you all

Note: This letter rrl&s trrrltten by Ann Hicks Pegues Browder to her
slsters,  Martha King Pegues and Luey Strother Pegues Young. ThetrBrothertr r.ntas James H. Youngo Lucyf s husband. Ann H.P. Browder
was 1lving in Texas (could have been the part that is now i.n
Oklahoma).  The Brother and Sisters r , {¤r¤ l iv ing in Jackson Co.,  Ala.
The or ig lna l  o f  th is  le t te r  l s  in  rny  possess ion .

Inez J. Ivlurohy (Mrs. Jaraes J, )
3+05 19th Avenue, Sheff le ld,  Alabama 35660

March t h e 26 83 (1883)

Dear B r o t h e r and S i s t e r s

h a v i n g w r i t t e n to y o u b e f o r e Chr i s tmas and
r e c n o answer a s y e t I t h o u g h t I would w r i t e a g a i n f o r you a r e m y
d e a r S i s t e r s and B r o t h e r and I f e e l i t m y d u t y when w e have n o o t h e r
way o f c o n v e r s i n g t o L e t y o u h e a r f r o m u s o c c a s i o n a l y whether w e
h e a r f r o m y o u o r n o t i t p a i n s m y h e a r t t o t h i n k y o u have e n t i r e l y
f o r g o t t e n and f o r s a k e n one t h a t Loves y o u and wishes y o u w e l l and
i f I neve r see o r h e a r f r o m y o u a g a i n I hope to meet you in heaven
above where t h e secrets o f a l l h e a r t s w i l l b e d i s c l o s e d .

I have n o t h i n g i n t e r e s t i n g t o w r i t e more t h a n w e a r e a l l w e l l M r
Browder a n d D a v i e i s p l o u g h i n g want t o fi n i s h p l a n t i n g c o r n t h i s
week t h e y p l a n t e d some L a s t week have n e a r l y a l l t h e i r e c o t t o n g r o ‑
u n d L i s t e d I have p l a n t e d m y g a r d e n p a r t l y have p e a s o n i o n s m u s t a r d
and L e t t u c e u v w e c a n r a i s e a l l k i n d s o f v e g e t a b l e s h e r e E l l e n and
M a r y have gone t o E l i z a s t h i s e v e n i n g t h e y o n l y L i v e a m i l e f r o m u s
t h e y have two p r e t t y L i t t l e g i r l s M a r y and Lucy

I want y o u to w r i t e to us and t e l l us wha t h a s become of George
Browder where he is l i v i n g t e l l h i m howdy f o r me t e l l h im to t h i n k
o f m e some t i m e s a s one t h a t h a s a l w a y s Loved h i m and n e v e r w i l l
f o r g e t h i m u n t i l I cease t o L i v e I wou ld b e v e r y g l a d t o see y o u
a l l and t a l k w i t h y o u c o u l d t e l l y o u many t h i n g s t h a t m y ven f a i l s
t o t e l l b u t d o n t know t h a t I e v e r w i l l have t h e p l e a s u r e o f s e e i n g
y o u a l l a g a i n o n e a r t h b u t t h e r e i s one t h i n g s u r e I never w i l l
f o r g e t y o u . y o u w i l l a l l ways have a p l a c e i n m y memory t h e c h i l d r e n
o f t e n t a l k s abou t y o u t h e y c a n a l l r e c o l e c t y o u b u t Wa l t e r w e have
p r e a c h i n g n e a r u s once a month o u r Preachers name i s B o y l s had a
q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g L a s t s a t u r d a y , sunday t h e E l d e r s name i s S m i t h
b o t h good p reache rs

Mar tha why d o n t y o u w r i t e to me what is t h e mat te r y o u have never
w r i t t e n t o m e b u t once s i n c e I L e f t t h e r e I a m g o i n g t o w r i t e t o
y o u a l l whether y o u w r i t e or n o t when so I can L a s t y e a r we had
n o t h i n g t o buy stamps w i t h b u t I hope n o r d o n t t h i n k i t w i l l b e t h e
case w i t h u s t h i s y e a r i f n o t h i n g s e r i o u s happens I w i l l c l o s e f o r
t h i s t i m e h o p e i n g t o h e a r f r o m y o u a l l soowI r e m a i n a s e v e r y o u r
a f f e c t i o n a t e S i s t e r

A H Browder

Our Love to y o u a l l

N o t e : T h i s l e t t e r was w r i t t e n b y Ann H i c k s Pegues Browder t o h e r
s i s t e r s , Mar tha K i n g Pegues and Lucy S t r o t h e r Pegues Young. The
"Bro the r " was James H. Young, L u c y ' s husband. Ann H . P. Browder
was l i v i n g i n Texas ( c o u l d have been t h e p a r t t h a t i s now i n
Oklahoma) . The B r o t h e r and S i s t e r s were l i v i n g in Jackson Co., A l a .
The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r i s i n m y p o s s e s s i o n .

I n e z J. Murphy ( M r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue, S h e f fi e l d , Alabama 35660
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resd egret a « o n dos

M r , J. H. Y o u n gand family- ge Been be Sem e e t s

Dear Friends. I rec. y o u r welcome letter several days ago. Was
t r u l y g lad to hear.from you and that you were en joy ing good health.
I have had elegant health for the last three y e a r s .I have been
sieck,a l i t t l e . t o o , but not long at.a t ime , Last f a l l . I had the
Dengue fever, bub never got down with i t . Although it l i k e d to
have k i l l e dme. ; age “ m e e : o n e

And you've movedto the Cave have you? Got t i r e dof the river I.
) presume? Well d oyou l i k e thatc o m m u n i t ybetter than the ~
r iver? How f a r are you.from town?_I don't. believe I know enough
about o l d Jackson t o loeate you. I ' l l t e l l you I w a s . s u c h ,a small
k i d when I l e f t there that I don't remember much about that cour
n t r y anyway. 4 4 PEt a p e s vied 9
T'm such a rambler. I ' v e been over good p o r t i o n of Tex. By t he
way.we.are. h a v i n g ,hard, times.out_here..We suffered l a s t year from
drouth from here c lean ke on West_as f a r as the farming section |
extends. And.the.prospects-bid fair f o r the same th i s y e a r . ’ People
are s u f f e r i n g r i g h t now f o r r a i n .A t A r l i n g t o n t h e y havent had a
ood.rain.in two y e a r s . . I ' 11 t e l l you if it don't. rain people in
Texas . are.bound.to suffer. I t h i n kthis year w i l l do méw i t h the>
tone S t a r S t a t e . But i f i t dont r a i n , I dont be i n g able t o ge t
AWRY « ‐_ re “ . %

D a l l a sTex. Mar. 2 7(1884)

I a m noww o r k i n ghere i n Dallas a t , 31,50 per d a y. Or, ‘have been.I w i l l commence.in the m o r n i n gat $1.75 per day. ITp a y %4,90 a week
b o a r d , I f i t wasn't f o r ha v i n g t o eat and s l eep , I c ou l d save some
money you 6O@. - ll % a . : es

But. the w o r k .is powerful h a r d , rough heavy work, Handling Stone ‑
tha t weigh a l l the way from 50 to 2000 pbs. l i f t some times t i l l
perce l i k eI can see the seven.starse ITC1ll have.to qu i t . for i t ski ngme. :
I. think. I ' l l s t a r t ou t to teach ing Penmanship a g a i nin a short.
t ime . The even i n g s a re ge t t i ng lonk.enough n o v ,t o teach a f t e r
school. is out, before n o g h t .So I. think if it will ever r a i n I,
x t ety m y . m o n e y . e a s i e rthan han d l i n g r o c k ,o r e lerk ing»as w e
e a L u e

Well yes,.1 should think there has beeh many changes. brought about
i n the last . t e n . y ea r s , . . Iams a t i s fi e dI would know mxkixe? y o u a l l ,
bu t . there w o u l dbe.plenty of myold friends I would&'t know.
But. y ou wouldn't know m e ,7,amtransformed from the l i t t l e , poor,
r agged , d i r t y faced, s no t t y nosed boy I used to be, t o af u l l
grown man w i th beard onmy. face. J weighed (Yester) 159 lbs .
Yes I t h i n kTshatl v i s i t A la . the fi r s t o f Sep t . I want t oteach ~
he re d u r i n g t h e summer i f the res a n y prospects f o r a crop, B u t i f
erops, a re cut. short. by d r y. weather I w i l l p r obab l y go back the re
and teach or somewhere e lse . vn URES



page  2

I haven' t heard/from J u l i a in l o n g t ime . S h e ' s . i n the, far.West-in
t h a t @routh s t r i c ken coun t r y. No, E l l a i s s t i l l a small g i r l . She i s
v e r y smart to be h e r a g e . I be l i eve she is about fourteen. E i t h e r
thirteen or fourteen, and I don't remember which. But last summer
when I l e f t t he re she was véry small. A l i t t l eg i r l grows. fae. t h o u g h
when they take a start, She may, ben e a r l ygrown by nowe
Mol l ie is getting:over her rheumatism I bélieve. Witle.Iwas in S o u
t h e r n Te x , last fal l , I gathered some herbs and s e n t them to h e r
and she w r i t e s m e t h e y are c u r i n g h e r . She i s i n C e n t r a l Tex. l i a
is there a l s o . She has two ch i ld ren ,boy.and g i r l . D r. , S t a r k has j u s t
returned f r o m Nashville Medical colte @,A l lequippedw i t h diploma.
Hew i l l be a r i c h man beforet o n g . Hes ‘well fixed f o r l i v i n g now.
P o o r o l d Burke ts t h e same old b o y. He's in the West too, waking.a
erop w i t h JohnHaynes. He wrotemea card t h e other d a y that he had
fi n e el eka ll f o r ¢rop. Corn l a r g e enough to plow. He never sa id
a n y t h i n g about t h e r a i n . I would have e e i t was t o d r y t o d o
anything out there .

J o h n Haynes is not dak Se money so fast in:‘Tex. ‘as he d i din Ala.
Jim Waynes is a widdower, His wife died about s ix weeks a 0 , of eon‑
sumption. Poor manhé h a sf o u r l ittle babies,
And you have twin dsuvhters? What are their nates? o syould s c a r e l y
have thought Chas. would rememberMee

An@ Bad Cunningham and B i l l i e Ryan a r e bo th married? Well such is
l i f e . P ick me out a p r e t t y f a i r i e and t e l l h e r youve g o ta wandering
b o y in Tex. f o r h e r , and t h a t he ' l l be. back there ‘au fall. Ané
T ' l l t r y and fet married t o o , EA?!
We l l T b e l t e v e I h a v e n t a n y t h i n g more t o gass a b o u t . I t o l d y o u
t h a t Mary and Sall ie Mudeins were married. UJnele Plerce is g e t t i n g
a l o n g very wel l since h e came t o Tex. Has b o i g h t very good place,
accunmalated ners of stock - well r ea l l y more than he needsI
think 4 Has & h e a d of horses and m i l e s and some 20 or +5head
o f  c a t t l e ,

Lizggle teaches n e a r l y a l l the time. fat is sick. fas. been for Long
time. He's a walking skeleton. Has thechronic Direa. David is grown,
B l l i s is n e a r l y grown. Jimmie their youngest is dead. a. What8s
become o f Aant Martha? you never s a t d a n y t h i n g about h e r .

S a y Jimmie, w i l l y o u p l e a s e i n g u i r e what a n i c e set. of tombstones.
would c o s t , with t h e ace, b i r th and death on it i t , I. want t o , p u t . _
o n é up ’ at myFathersprave when T go back, W r i t esoon and often to '
your f r i e n d as ever Wi l l i e Hudgins “ r e c t to Grape Vine ©
Note: The o r i g i n a l of this letter 1swritten in beautiful s t r i p t
and is in mypossession on th is date. The above twin daughters of
a y G r a n d p a r e n t s , James H . a n d Lucy Ss. P Young were m y Mother,
Lacy e e tAapeaae, Zenkins and h e r sister ohnnie K i n g Maine porn
August 29, 1
Inez J, Murphy ( M r s . James J, REEy)
3405 19th Avémie,° Sheffiekd,* Alabama735660
21 October 1968
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I $heffteld eoLbeft Co Ale Deo the 25th L885

ltra toung & u,!.sc e"gu"rt rt
ffi. - as t t ls rather a lnnn l"onccons day wtth na I
tE _ ugfft -I-would wrtte to yorr 1 tntendsd walti.ng unttltr f had s6en
nore of ths tcnrrr as f have not been ftfty yalda fron the hotr*e slaoe
f esaa here l,t ts a prstty Blace artd hae som6 ftna and eostly butldLnga
and te etiil. brtrtldtne Hr &arrett lr rrelX pLeaeed tllth the prospect;
he has besn tmsy thls waek haultng Lunber and putting - - * stable
he has had all the hauttng he eould ds thls seek rrlth the prornlse of
pienty nore though there ere several raggons here there are thres
on the $treet r*e llve on bestdeE hlu. peop}e are crowdlng here faet
thsre are elcvsn horrses on thls $treetp I forgot to tell you ysu ws
ltve on H,ontoragery $treetl &Bd fron one ts two fealLtes tn g,S _: g
*sus¤ all eome ln the last 3 weeka the hous¤$ - - * - LZ feet
apartr three tn a bloek they wtLL be fnee* - - - see we ltve on
the eorner I have Rev¤r spoke to a seman slnce I left Oustusts (?)
but onee my next door nelghbor has a eow and I asked her to sell
Ee a ptnt of sweet mlLk I r*ent to the door to get 1t ehe asked nce tn
but f dtd not go ln there are sevaral earpanters at nork here that
that I have knor*n a Long tlme than I hsve knor,m srryong ffi tlrat
tetghbourd -the; have been to sec Mr Serrstt a tlme or tvo one of
the glggg (?) -. I,Ie could have been erowded wtth boarde
- brrt we on3.y take one for thts weeh ue happened to an aceldent
tn getttng the bedstead H.r Samett bought ln Seotttboro he took tfte
tvo head pteee* and no foot pleee and never found lt out ttll wa got
hers and r,r'e had to let our thtnge lle on the fLoor ttll he wrets to
l'{r l{orton to *nd htm ths baLtr an6e of both bed ateadr a.nd then he uas
sobueyhenavor takent t r r :e f f i to thedepota f tar thea
u_ yesterday rqofntng I got ny beda up yesterday but have not
got all ny tbtn8s(?) flxed up yet rre n¤ver broks nor loEt a etngle
thlng exeept the lamp ehtnney and lsoulil, not have broke that tf I
paeked tt ar+ay but I had tn t.t uy bgg$et (?) anrl rorae paektng thtngs
on top of tt tfiep f * gras leavlng Furleya (?) and. the ftrst thtng
I knetr I br*$g(?) * thts ts a dul}."iay wlth *s l{r Gamett hae
golte to f * _ * umbta and. f have been by myseLf, all day thera w&a _ChnLstnas tree at the acadeny Laat nlght hrt ue never went the
nost of the people harc aro Jerr and dutch f nEan tlhe people that
beleng here that ovn property f have not sesn any of ttrea only at
a dtgtanse. nc have to carry uater a quarter of, a nlle Mr Garrett
r^'ent off, today ta get e barrel ao he ean heve !.t they are worklng
on the plpes f - # # end lt le to be hopod we wtll havs
pl.cnty of water cloce by fall Aunt Judy Moore to rest settsfled
absut lill}l for he nevor goss out ln tovn unlees goes on busl,nesg
and then he donft stay long he sayE he ls golng to attend ehurch
and tunday Sehool at Tuseunbla as thero tg no ehurch for black
eoLorcd hare se wlll have to go to ?uscunbla to hear all the
proa*hlng w6 hgar h"tt lt ls only tvo n11e8, _ a good road 1n
dry weather and a bad one tn uet weether lt ls red elay and
$tlckg ltke tar Mr Oarrett ltkes here a good deal bettor than hs
does Seottaboro tf wa can only get plenty to do and pay for Lt
artd have health I w111 ltke to stay here the mter ts freestong
the towtr 1g ln an oLd fleld of Several hundred acreE lf,e een stand
tn the door ggd see firseuubta the hoqae end
see aii ggggTiorence and luee ta so much
$ttrrlng around hare I stay noetly ln tha houss b'rt I am gotn to

i
Mrs Young & Miss Pogues!

as it is Father a kenememe lonesome day w i t h me I
th u g h t| would w r i t e to you I in tended w a i t i n g u n t i l l I had seen
moreo f the town a s I have not been fi f t y yards from the house since
I come here i t i s a p r e t t y p l ace and has some fi n e and c o s t l y b u i l d i n g s
and is s t i l l b u i l d i n g Mr Ga r r e t t is we l l p leased w i t h t h e prospects
h e has been busy t h i s week h a u l i n g lumber and p u t t i n g _ . ‐ s tab le
h e has had a l l t h e h a u l i n g h e cou ld d o t h i s week w i t h t he promise o f
p l e n t y more t hough t he r e are severa l waggons here t he re a r e t h r e e
on t he S t r e e t we l i v e on besides h i s . people a re c rowd ing he re f a s t
there are e leven houses on t h i s S t r e e t , I f o r g o t t o t e l l you you we
l i v e on Montomgery S t ree t , and from one to two fami l ies i n e2 s 2 ¢=

She f fi e l d Colber t Co Ala Dee the 25th 1885

O u s e a l l come in t he l a s t 3 weeks t h e houses __ ‐ 2 f e e tapart, th ree in a b lock t h e y w i l l be fnee_ see weVive on
the corner I have never spoke to a womansince Tf l e f t Gustus's ( 7 )
b u t once my next door ne i ghbo r has a cow and I asked h e r t o s e l l
me a p i n t of sweet m i l k I went to t h e doo r to g e t 18 she asked me in
b u t I d i d no t go in the re are severa l carpenters at work here t h a t
t h a t I have known a l o n g t ime than I have known anyone t h a t
fie ighbourd t h e_y have been to see Mr Ga r r e t t a t ime or two one of
t h e wives ( 7 ) +»We cou ld have been crowded w i t h boarde

b u t we o n l y take one f o r t h i s week we happened to an ace iden t
in s e t t i n g t h e bedstead Mr G a r r e t t bough t in Seottsboro he took the
two head p i e c e s and no f o o t p i e c e and never found i t out t i l l w e g o t
here and w e had t o l e t our t h i n g s l i e o n t he fl o o r t i l l h e wrote t o
Mr Horton to snd him the bal lance of bo th bed steads and then he was
mi busy he never taken t ime to the depo t a f t e r them

a morn i ng I g o t my beds up yes t e r d a y b u t have n o t
a e a l l m y 28 ( ? ) fi x e d u p y e t w e never broke nor l o s t a s i n g l e
t h i n g except : é lamp ch imney and would n o t have broke t h a t i f I
packed i t away b u t I had in i t my basket ( 7 ) and was pack ing t h i n g s
o n t o p o f i t when I was l e a v i n g gur leys ( 7 ) and t h e fi r s t t h i n g
I knew I broke(?) _ t h i s is a d u l l day w i t h me Mr Ga r r e t t has
gone t o T umbia and I have been b y m y s e l f a l l day t he re was _
Christmas treeat t h e academy l a s t n i g h t but we never went the
most of t he people here are Jews and dutch I mean t h e people t h a t
be long he re t h a t own prope r t y I have no t seen any o f them o n l y a t
a d is tance. we have to c a r r y water a qua r t e r o f a m i l e Mr Ga r r e t t
went o f f s e y to g e t a b a r r e l so he can have i t t h e y are work ing
o n the p i p e sI and i t i s t o b e hoped w ew i l l have
p l en t y o f water c l o s eby Tell Aunt Judy Moore t o r e s t s a t i s fi e d
about W i l l f o r he never pe. ou t in town un less goes on business
and then he don't s t a y l o n g he says he i s go i ng t o a t t end church
and Sunday 8choo l at Tuscumbia as the re is no church f o r b l ack
colored he re we w i l l have to go to Tuscumbia to hear a l l t h e
p reach ing we hea r b u t i t i s o n l y two m i l e s , a good road in
d r y weather and a bad one in wet weather i t is r e d c l a y and
S t i c k s l i k e t a r M r Ga r r e t t l i k e s here a good deal b e t t e r than he
does Scot tsboro i f we can o n l y g e t p l e n t y to do and pay f o r i t
and have hea l t h I w i l l l i k e to s t a y here t h e water is f rees tone
t h e town is in an o l d fi e l d of Severa l hundred acres we can stand
in t h e doo r and see Tuscumbia t he house and
see a l l over Florence and Tuscumbia say there is so much
S t i r r i n g around he re I s t a y most ly i n t he Leane b u t I a m g o i n t o

t
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Look about a ltttLe some $unday. I cantt go any other day wlthorrt
golng by myseLf and the men at wqrk all. over the p3.aee through the
r*eek- the town ts lncorporated 2* mlles squa"re anit there are-houaeo
enough to nake a good slaed to'rrn lf they vas tegether they ealL it
a clty but tt ls no etty lt nnay be sone day but lt ls not now by
a good deal.

I belleve provtslons are eheaper here or equally as eheap as they
are ln $cottsboro we have not bought anythlng but one gallon of
buttrrmLlk r*e glve lOdte grttmt for that a waggon cones to the
door once a r*eek wlth mllk at 10cts a gallon. &rd a beef waggon comes
around three tl-es a roreek thls 1s a great place to sall any thtnga
lf a pers_ ¤ _ dlstance and had a good garden they ssuld
make 1t pay as there ls not any gardens Ln tovn fnrlt and blaek
berrtes r*ould seIl ltke hot cakes 1n the sumner I thlnk I had
better $top before I make you slck. Htr Gamett says tel"l ffr Ysung
ts rsrlte to hln and says he r'rould have sent a letter thls tlme but
he thought you would need rest after readlng thts but f r*ant you
all to wrlte soon and r*rlte all the news ve have not * the cttt-
aen slnce rde have been here tell ^&unt Jrrd.y 1fllLlans T-Eot here
safe and am rr'¤1L and and lntend to be satlsfted lf there ls any
ehance telI Aunt Judy F{oore !f111 appears to be perfectly satls-
fted and She need not be uqeasy about htn at all he ts dotng as
rsell as a boy can do firs bherrll to wrtte to me I r"rou16 llke
to _ $rlte as soon as you get thls

Your frlend
l'fary Gamett

Notel fhls l"etter '*as wrltten to l"irs. Lucy Strother Pegq,ss Young(rdfe of James H. Young) and to Fllss l{artha Klng ne$res;-ETsters.
Thts ls evidently tho flrst letter wrttten to then after the
Garrett fanlly moved froa Jackson County, ALabena. ?hts letter ls
1n poor condltlon and f have had to leave blank spaees rrhere '*rords
are nts*tng l"n the torn sp&cser
fhe ortglnal o! thts Letter ts tn ey possession*
2A October 1968
Tpez J. lfurphy (Urs. James J,)
3+o5 19th Avenue
Shefflel"d; Alabarna 3566O
The aboveo Mrs. Luey $trother Pe$ups Young tras ny gnandrnother
and was Llvlng near $eottsboro, Jaekson County, ALabama.

p a g e  2

l o o k about a l i t t l e some Sunday. I c a n ' t go any o t h e r day w i t h o u t
g o i n g b y m y s e l f and the men a t work a l l over t h e p l a c e t h r o u g h the
week the town i s i n c o r p o r a t e d 2 4 m i l e s square and there a r e houses
enough t o make a good sized town i f t h e y was t o g e t h e r t h e y c a l l i t
a c i t y b u t i t i s n o c i t y i t may b e some day b u t i t i s n o t now b y
a good dea l .

I be l i e ve p r o v i s i o n s a r e cheaper here o r equa l l y a s cheap a s they
a r e in Seottsboro we have n o t bought a n y t h i n g b u t one g a l l o n of
bu t t e rm i l k we g i v e 10¢ts gakken f o r t h a t a waggon comes to the
d o o r once a week w i t h m i l k a t lOc ts a g a l l o n . and a beef waggon comes
around t h r e e t i _es a week t h i s is a g r e a t p l a c e to s e l l any t h i n g s
i f a p e r s .oo UU @©=Oss d istance and had a good garden t h e y could
make i t pay as t h e r e is n o t a n y gardens in town f r u i t and b l a c k
b e r r i e s would s e l l l i k e h o t cakes i n the summer I t h i n k I had
b e t t e r S top be fo re I make y o u s i c k . M r G a r r e t t says t e l l M r Young
t o w r i t e t o h i m and says h e would have sent a l e t t e r t h i s t ime b u t
h e t h o u g h t y o u would need r e s t a f t e r r e a d i n g t h i s b u t I want you
a l l t o w r i t e soon and w r i t e a l l t he news w e have n o t the c i t i ‑
zen s ince we have been h e r e t e l l Aunt Judy Wi l l iams Tg o t h e r e
sa fe and a mw e l l and and i n t e n d t o b e s a t i s fi e d i f t he re i s any
chance t e l l Aunt Judy Moore W i l l appears t o b e p e r f e c t l y s a t i s ‑
fi e d and She need not be uneasy about him at a l l he is do ing as
w e l l a s a b o y can d o Mrs S h e r r i l t o w r i t e t o m e I would l i k e
a w r i t e a s soon a s you g e t t h i s

Your f r i e n d
Mary G a r r e t t

Note : Th i s l e t t e r was w r i t t e n t o Mrs . Lucy S t r o t h e r Pegues Young
( w i f e o f James H . Young) and t o Miss Martha K i n g Pegues, s i s t e r s .
This i s e v i d e n t l y the fi r s t l e t t e r w r i t t e n t o them a f t e r the
G a r r e t t f a m i l y moved f r o m Jackson County, Alabama. This l e t t e r is
i n p o o r c o n d i t i o n and I have had t o leave b lank spaces where words
are m i s s i n g i n t h e t o r n spaces.
The o r i g i n a l o f t h i s l e t t e r i s in my possess ion .
20 October 1968
I n e z J. Murphy ( M r s . James J . )
3405 19th Avenue
She ffie ld , Alabama 35660
The above, Mrs . Lucy S t r o t h e r Young was my grandmother
and was l i v i n g near Scottsboro, Jackson County, Alabama.



$heffteld Ala
&prt.l. ttre l+ttr 18S6

}ff* I*reg Young 
Fear Frr"ond

It ts slth pleasura I seat $yseLf *hls *ventng to urlte you
I h*pe you wt1l excuse Fe for not urttlng sosnar when I gst
your lstter,we wa$ about ready to move !"n otr'r n*+r hause He
rnoved ttre 18 of l4sreh and have be*n so br:.sy trylng to get
r*y thlngs eLeaned up I have aet taken ti.ne to wrlte to aRy*
*ne our hauee dses fLne though tt l"s rrst flntshed by a
good. deal thmrgh lt ts very comf*rtabla tt ts so E\rch be*ter
than paytng #-L5,O0 per month. l aa? very well eatt sfLed now
thet *re have got rtd of that ¤xporlssr 'r,nle are not keeplng
bearrlers Eosrr haye not got sny roele and n111 not work any
grore on sur hoese tll} tlsaes gets bst*er TLnes are dull at
present but f thlnk !r!1I be better s*mstlm* thts scffitar
the Stoekhold.ers *n*t at $ontgorrnery last veek to deetde whether
they '.rouLd b*iLd the Furnaee here ol et Russel"lvtll and
$hefflel"d galned it *o the Furnace ts the tal.k no Sanger but
a certaln fast. Se h*r,'e not learned when th+ work ru"i1l ss&*
nenee bu? ,silFp*se tt '.,1111" be very sosn as the graund hae
al.ready begn $urveyed and a nelr h*rdsare $tcre opened last
rseek and e, drugstore r'tLl be opened $osn a$ thsy can flnish
the house. I ws'uld ltke vsry well to go to that plcnle but
I d.onf t ses any eh.ane e now f hope you will 6et to go and
lf you rlo try to eat enough for ne I ara afrald that p*rk
H"iL1 go ltke the tomatoee did br.rt I r6eon they trlll have
sc$e good llght bread and a p3.enty of Lt,

f hans bsught ftve hens and a rooster I am golng to try
to ralse *rhat chtekens w¤ 'rr$¤r We have not bougtrt s cow yet
tre are paylag ]-Setsr p¤r gall-on f,or ml1k and l2S to 2O *te
for butter provtstons ere valy eheap here nov bat I dont
ltke to buy market rrfrSg¤n$ csffias arstrnd. about four tisee a
week \fith everythlng te ireL}, that a p¤rsen woul.d Fs.nt to eat
but sre d.ont brrS' nueh frcm any of them we Juet buy what we
are obllged to have I a;r: trytng ta llve eheap I thLnk by
3.lvlng Savln6 I can $ave up fiorrey enorrgh to go to that chrJ.st*
&as tree btrt tf I shoul'J fatl I $uppsse the norsrld w{3.:. sttll
$,eve one otr tw* d*nrt have any tnf}lt¤ncs on anythlrg *i thet
ktnd the worLd alwayu has p:oved aad alvay* !rt]-t tdtethsr ve
ge to the Ghptetmas tree or not. I &m glad that Centre Folnt
has a gooti Fastpr for thl* year I woulC Ltke t* be thers on
the 4th $aturday & $unday and thlrd Saturday rrfght. there
la FreachLng here at tl'le Acea¤ersy tslcs e. nonth and prayer
u*etfng every sednasriay and $abbath $ehool . . ' :.. every
$unda:'evenlng, fh¤ fler*rsrs earns a1J. $efe antl f am ev6r so
stl*h abll,ged to you for Sendlng them. t$rlte as sosn es you
get thts and. tel"l Hiss l'Snrtha ts wrlte trlren I srlte to you
I wrlte to all I {ihaL1 expeet a letter vsry $oon.

Yoar Frl*nd
l'{ary Garrett

She f fie l d Ala
A p r i l t he 4th 1886

Mrs Lucey Young
Dear Fr iend

I t i s w i t h p leasu re I seat myse l f t h i s even ing to w r i t e you
I hope you w i l l exeuse m e f o r not w r i t i n g sooner when I go t
your l e t t e r w ewas about ready t o move i n our new house We
moved the 1 8 o f March and have been s o busy t r y i n g t o g e t
my t h i n g s cleaned up I have no t taken t ime to w r i t e to any ‑
one our house does fi n e though i t i s not fin ished by a
rood dea l t h o u g h it is ve r y comfortable it is so much be t t e r
han pay ing $15.00 per month. I amvery we l l sa t i sfied now
that we have g o t r i d of t h a t expense. We are no t keep ing
boarders now. have not g o t any room and w i l l no t work any
more o n our house t i l l t imes ge ts b e t t e r Times are d u l l a t
present b u t I th ink w i l l be be t t e r sometime t h i s summer
t he Stockholders met at Montgomery l a s t week to decide whether
t h e y would b u i l d t h e Furnace here o r a t Russe l l v i l l and
She f fie l d gained i t s o the Furnace i s the t a l k no l onge r b u t
a c e r t a i n f a c t . W ehave no t l ea rned when the work w i l l com‑
mence b u t suppose it w i l l be ve ry soon as the ground has
a l r eady been Surveyed and a new hardware S to re opened l a s t
week and a drugstore w i l l be opened soon as t hey can fi n i s h
the house . I would l i k e ve r y we l l t o go to t h a t p i e n i e bu t
I d o n ' t see any chance now [I hope you w i l l g e t to go and
if ~ do t r y to eat enough f o r me I am a f r a i d t h a t pork
will go l i k e the tomatoes d i d b u t I reeon t hey w i l l have
some good l i g h t b r ead and a p l e n t y o f i t .

I have bought fi v e hens and a roos ter I amgo ing to t r y
to r a i se what chickens we use. Wehave not bought a cow y e t
we a re p a y i n g lO c t s . p e r g a l l o n f o r m i l k and 12$ t o 2 0 ets
f o r b u t t e r p rov i s i ons are ve ry cheap here now bu t I dont
l i k e to buy market waggons comes around about f o u r t imes a
week w i t h every th ing to Se l l t h a t a person would want to ea t
b u t we dont buy much f rom any of them we j u s t buy what we
are o b l i g e d t o have I am t r y i n g t o l i v e cheap I t h i n k b y
l i v i n g Sav i n g I can Save u p money enough t o g o t o t h a t c h r i s t ‑
mas t r e e b u t if I should f a i l I suppose t h e world w i l l s t i l l
move one or two don ' t have any influence on any th ing of t h a t
k i n d the world always has moved and always w i l l whether we
go to t h e Christmas t ree or no t . I am g l a d t h a t Centre Po in t
hes a good Pastor f o r t h i s y e a r I would l i k e to be there on
the +th Sa tu rday & Sunday and t h i r d Sa tu rday n i g h t . there
i s P reach ing here a t the Accademy tw ice a month and praye r
meet ing every wednesday and Sabbath School *< 0 ° ! every
Sunday e v en i n g . The flowe r s came a l l Safe and I am ever s o
much ob l i g ed t o you f o r Sending them. Wr i te a s soon as you
ge t t h i s and t e l l M iss Mar tha to w r i t e when I w r i t e to you
I w r i t e to a l l I Sha l l expect a l e t t e r ve r y Soon.

: You r F r i e nd
Mary Gar re t t



II

Sheff,*sld Ala
Aprtl the PftJr rss6

H:r 'r*uea u*ouo**r 
#1r & srpr

I vBote to you Boss t1*qa ag* to try *::* send &8 s e*rrple *f
shoats bart I hsrt nc td*s 'r*hst ttre fr*!.ght wsrrld be but h*ve
sfRcs Searned, thet lt +mrrld eost m* etght dotl"a:ls t* hase
thex brsu¤ht her*. ?f*w I str*nt want y*rr t+ eend them *t all
I Bqffiirl rather do s,ri.tl:*r:t thea *e ta ;ray thrt ;rrl*e.htEtness ts v*ry ful-l* the Rosrel hsn ne't eger{n r.t f,lrts pla**
*s *ttend buetnas$ *f ?frg &lrnaee $ein:p&rrf* I g$aes th*y Bd.IL
*et the tl$e f*r f,lre work t* sfineselr{?¤r the Sheffate}rl an*
S!":qrl"nfh-sr$ F,nF* l* t* ?:e,;*ruhe* thrsrrgh as fa*t a* po*sl,b3.e
khet ls abo$t ses m'+e|: ns f lravs ls*lr*ccl ths* th.ey hsva ds;ra
tttey took up th* day y*ster*a,y sn the ft*Rr and rms to t**s-a
urr ihe l\rrni:*e tr,'d.*.,1r. t t ?ra*'?r***rr slee*.*ed #sT* tl"re afqtHat
*h"*.[trr*.a"es {-s tp be bnt]-t }g*t'* finei I **Be t"re to;'111 sssn'learn
*rhen ihe '*'crnlr wtl"l erir?ryftnee everyboriy 1$ *nxtutts:"S r-re*.tl rrg
to near t*r*.cr. the ssrk \'111 begln.

a ?ery ss.e1 aestrSsnt sse'*rsd at ?e*c'*xbi.e yaster*a3- *,$ thay
rsere eaupltng the ear* s brskgman f*11 bstween them hls
back vae br*k* tn feiur pl"*.e*s errl ::e r':.rs t,err1bly bmlge¤
he rras altv* last *lgh*'; hErvs n'et ?:es.t.r.1 f,r*-s fir: f.tday he
].tved Ln $Flsr*neg ancl, tigg tke *:rly ss:r *f s ril4-*"ir. I 'rrcnrld
be glsd t* ?r*ar from y*r:1 r.rrlte ts x's as s{**& as 3r*rr get
*?rts how l crsps 1rF *.hsre

Yo*rr Frlend
0 # **rrstt

!{rs Young ** ;n!p **"rrett "e*s i:e*n trr{-*t:;g t wtli t::.f to a*rl.htrL*
a f+u "ror*s t* :f*u and i.ltEs irir.rthA T .-,rqitt t* illrurch ,*nC $alrbatJr
Sehrrol rt fi're cj.{r,*.d¤iriF -t"&*'l; +i*:i}.t"q a;:: "h++.lr$ ;a ve,ry d:t*d s¤rs*n
pfe.*ehed h:f t.lre Sr¤sle5lrrg *lrJ'*r jiL* ;:t*r.ae f.s J*nt*S tlr* :.*tir*
**l-st's ,,,t',:ee;j il+re ¤:",isr.j- ish i*.i;i;j 3r'.^ *i:,lrr1,ey til* i;:Lpt'!"st ha'g*
nc :'*g'r1*r *pp*1nfua:*ir* nerr* tl;,*.S jrt$& rirrrp l.:r 0tcaslOne],Ly
anri 'pneaeh I heq,y'* :l#e6f, J:ec*n ti: '*g*erti*bla t* pr*'**irln6 y*t
I i:ave *{i r'r&y t* flg nF e:r*rieIle muJ,s t* &*t .ss .$sfe ais }rs *+as
arr* ,  I  *s,af l retd ta: ' t *e hlm t t  t*  *+s f 'er  t*  - ,n l"k brt t  i  thtnld
T t'lf"l"j" f;:t:: t*' i,* :'ri:'r;* Ei;r::*n,rr t"t 1g 3.1-g;lr,; tlrrr::iilti an r>l.sj
ft+l-d '.'1"i;L': r:* "gharie +t n.l}" and lf i 'trp*f. .i* ${.}$n i r-":i}-L n*rf,
ge t  r$  f j c  . : r  .g :1 .

1,{e11 f r,reat C<}',.,rtt i::tq: tt:wr t}:* tfj*}: nf *}:,ls nq:*t;i':. lrtl krss been
lier* feqrr **r-:.?l:s th*t d+3" arri. I ul*:lf {i*:t{,rt ta t,eio;:} far thg
f-{-rest tlme I "+anter-l f# se¤ ir*r.+ Jewa "lexrke* they glre tha
s;6gn*s* lr:*k{*g pe**}e i *ver gsw r}*tr F)* }{* lg a ,T*\s
1 selr.'i; ip ths: .?. *, an*. s5:ent flet* -'d*h !"1{-;:t tre }r*epu *r3n
g+o*.s arst egketl 3.f there !,ir&.F s.ily l*s13. hs **i.rl I tt.nls S"er* !"a
f go Ess he 6ev* ,tts &:? app].rg a:rd f.:rvtr ted *i* t* eall ftl{si.il s$6rt
anj ni:t, !r* .s* stl*gy -,;tth ry lr*r1ey *s:rL t,Lr"!e, i l*:'t rrnd. tesnf
up to e i:*r*"'lri:s *t+r* 1**pt hI. e #*l; Eir.r* he le xtj,3"l. 1,rprs*
I thl.nk lers *f J*',rs tha:: &fitr Fscpl* 1 ir.Ev* errer met 1 beltsvg
thel' u*r,r1.d s*11. thef-r' p*:rl anC b*{iy f*r ?f ste f kn*rta they-"1111 te1l *ir.r i l tn,l c:r 'taLe to ti:aiie f e*s f w5"1L el"*s*, tt ts
not ny tl;-:* {t+';i r.rite but thcrrght I wrtrl*;rrlte I shal,l
erpeet to hae'r frei* 3?cu so*n 

r tjrl*:r* ?.-fary *arr*tt

She f f te ld Ala
A p r i l the 25th 1886

Mr Jamee Young
Dear S i r & Bros

I wrote to you some time ago to t r y and send me a couple of
shoats bu t I had n o idea what t h e f r e i g h t would b e b u t have
since learned t h a t it would cost me e i g h t do l lars to have
them brough t h e r e . Now I dont want you to send them at a l l
I would r a t h e r do wi thout them as to pay t h e t p r i c e , ;
Business is very c u l l . The Board has met a g a i n at t h i s place
to at tend business of the Furnace Company. I guess they w i l l
set t h e t ime f o r t h e work to commence. t h e S h e f fi e l d and_
Birminghem R«k. is to be pushed through as f a s t as possib le
t h a t is about as mich as [ have learned t h a t t h e y have done
they took up the day yesterday on the RsRs and vas to take
up t h e Furnace t o d a y. it has been decided sore t ime agothat
the Furnece is to be b u i l t h e r e and I hove we w i l l soon l e a r n
when t h e work w i l l commence everybody is anx ious l y w a l t i n g
to h e a r when t h e work w i l l beg ins

a v e r y sad accident oceured at Tuscumbia yes terday as they
were coup l ing t h e ears a brakeman f e l l between them h i s
back was broke i n f o u r places and h e was t e r r i b l y bruised
h e was a l i v e l a s t n i g h t have n o t heard from him teday h e
l i v e d inF lorence and was the o n l y son of a widow. I would
b e g l a d t o hear f rom you w r i t e t o m ea s soon a s you g e t
t h i s how is crops up there

Your Friend
O J  G a r r e t t

Mrs Young as Mr G a r r e t t has been w r i t i n g I w i l l t r y to ser ibble
a few words to you and Mies Martha I went to Church and Sabbath
Seheol at t h e academy l a s t sunday and heard a v e r y good sermon
preached b y t h e p r e s i d i n g e lder h i s name i s Jones the Meth‑
od is ts preach here e v e r y l s t and 3rd sunday the b a p t i s t have
no r e g u l a r appo in tment here t h e y j u s t d r o p in occas iona l l y
ang preach f[ have never been to Tiugeumbla to p reach ing y e t
I have no way to go my saddle wale is not as safe as he was
and { a ma f r a i d t o r i d e him i t i s toe far t o walk b u t I t h i n k
I w i l l t r y te go next sunday i t is r i g h t through an old
fi e l d w i t h n e shade a t a l l and i f I d o n t g o soon I w i l l n o t
g e t t o g o a t a l l .
Wei l I wemt down i n t o town the 18th of t h i s month we had been
here f o u r months t h a t day and I went down in town f o r the
fi r s t t ime I wanted to see how Jews looked they are t h e
meanest l o o k i n g peop le I ever saw our P. M. is a Jew
T went to the P. 0. and spent ?5ete with h im he keeps d r y
goods and asked 1f there was any mai l he sa id I t i n k dere is
T g o see h e gave m ea n app le and i n v i t e d m e t o c a l l a g a i n soon
and not b e s o s t i n g y w i th w y money next t ime. I l e f t and went
up to a hardware store k e p t by a Jew and he is s t i l l worse
T t h i n k less of Jews than any people I have ever met [ bel ieve
they would s e l l t h e t r soul and body f o r 25 ets I know t h e y
will t e l l any k ind of t a l e to make 5 ets I w i l l close it is
n o t my t ime ( t o ? ) w r i t e b u t t hough t I would w r i t e I s h a l l
expect to hear from you soon

Your F r i end Mary G a r r e t t


